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rom May 8 to 10, the stre2ts of New York City were adorned
th the presence of 60 heads of gtate and their bodyguakds,
- 3,000 government officials, 3.000 non-governmental organi-
sations and children from 180 countrics. They were delegates of
the United Nations General Assembly Special Sessionson
Children, the first General Assembly meeting to be devoted to
children. Royalty from Sweden to Bhutan attended. Former South

- African President Nelson Mandela and many celebritics also

turned u) to show their support. This special assembly was a fol-
low up session to the 1990 World Summit for Children. The meel-
ing was vriginally slated to be held last September but because of
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade"Center, 1t was postponed
to May. The delay proved to be a good thing becausc only the
faithful gathered. This made the sessions more concrete and Juss
frivolous. The results of the meeting showed that many of the del-
egates had given much thought to and taken action on issues
affecting children. :
The main themes addressed in the 1990 meeting were the gdu-
cation and health of children. In this year's meeting, however, the
exploitation of children and HIV/AIDS were the subjects of much
attention. And while the previous meeting focused on young chil-
dren, this time adolescents received considerable attention in an
effort to make target groups more inclusive. This year's meeting
emphasised the participation by children. A total of 364 children
served as official delegates, and 520 children participated in the
UNICEF concert. The presence of children had a tremendous
impact on the proceedings. Child speakers were present in niost
sessions and children on the floor were given preference to allow
them to voice their opinions. d
The involvement of NGOs was also impressive. NGOs were
able to hold direct dialogues with governments and in the drafting
of the final resolution. The atmosphere wis one ol cooperation
rather than rivalry. During the three days, old pledges were
reviewed and new ones were made. A total of 20 soals were
agreed upon: seven in the area of promoting healthy lives: six
the area of providing quality education: four in the arca of protect-
ing children against abuse, exploitation and violence: and threg in
the area of combating HIV/AIDS. Some of the goals agrecd upon
were very ambifious and drew much applause and support. To
improve the health of children, it was agreed that 2015 would be
the targe: year by which countries would try to reduce their infant
mortality rate by two-thirds, their maternal mortality rate by three-
quarters and their child malnutrition rate by one-third. Since the
present mortality rate for children under age 5 is I'l million per
“year, we are aiming o save many young lives. :
The education goal was expressed by the slozan: "Lducation
for AlL" The emphasis was not only on equal educational opportu-
nities for both boys and girls, but keeping them there and giving ’
them a quality education. Two-thirds ol elementary-school=age
children who are not in school are girls, and ol the children who
attend school, four out of five drop out betore lilth grade. The
goal is to ensure that by 2015 all children are receiving a proper
education, The issue of children suffering exploitation. abuse-and
violence was a hushed-up matter, but after much open discussjon,
governments and NGOs alike have pledged to combat these
deplorable situations. New laws against child trafficking. the buy-
ing and selling of children for services and sexual [avors. have
been implemented in many countries in recent years. However,'the
number of children being sold as commodities continucs to rise.
Millions of children are living under especially difticult situa-
tions due to war and conflict. The goals for this category did not
carry a larget year and can be said to be the most vague and dilfi--
cult to define among the four topics addressed. HIV/AIDS is not
only killing young people, but also turning children into orphans.
Because this issue is so pressing, 2003 and 2005 have heen target-
ed for concrete policy plans and results. Unfortunately. this year's
meeting also revealed discrepancies among delegates. While the
European Union reconfirmed that it would draw on "The
Convention of the Rights of the Child" as the guiding principtcTon
their pol:cies, the United States was opposed 1o it :
As fo- reproductive health, the US. the Vatican and Muslim
~ountries were against abortion. while European countries and
ed the need to proyide care tory tune people hav-
be essential. The death senter & &= childy
ieally been »™nlishe
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