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| LAHORE- Like other parts of the
world, the day against child la-

| bour is being observed in Paki-

| stan on Thursday (today) with
the aim to root out the menace,

| While the total elimination of

i child labour is a long-term goal

| in many countries as well as in
Pakistan, certain forms of child
labour must be confronted im-
mediately.

One out of six children in the
world is involved in child la-
bour, doing work detrimental for
their mental, physical and emo-
tional development.

According to the National Sur-
vey of Child Labour conducted
in 1996 by the Federal Bureau of
Statistics in collaboration with

- the ILO, the total number of chil-
dren in Pakistan at the age of 5
tol4 were 40 million and the to-
tal number of economically ac-
tive children was found to be 3.3
million (or 6.3per centof the total

Child labour day

children in the country).
Majority of the child workers
(73 per cent) were found to be
boys, while 27 per cent weregirls.
During the survey it also came
to light that majority, 58.6 per
cent of the child workers or 1.94
million was found in Punjab.
Significant urban-rural differ-
entials are observed in their em-
ployment status.

In rural areas, three fourth of
the working children are work-
.ing as unpaid family members
' '.:g'f‘.&e in the urban areas it is one
‘third. According toareport more
" than 246 million children are
child labourers in the world and
73 million working children are
less than 10 years old that means
no country is immune.

These children work in a vari-
ety of industries, and in many
parts of the world. The vast ma-
biorityworksinﬁleagriculturalsec-

tor, where t}Ifymaybe to
\dangerous chernicals and equip-
ment as every year 22,000 children

* die in work-related accidents.

Anestimated 1.2m children are

trafficked, moved within and

 across national borders through

force, coercion or deception, into

~ situations involving their, eco-
_ | nomic and sexual exploit tion.
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