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Il progresstve nations have an urge to protect their chil-
dren. They firmly believe that this will prove to be more
than n passing ilhsion. in Pakistan or Mali or Sri Lanka,
Bhitan or Maldives, Bangladesh or India, decision mak-
ers face enormous obstacles in focusing on their priorities when
it coimes to protecting the rights of children.
|)- Eardnation of the balance sheet at the end of the day clearly
:Emlathu motinting traditional and unrealistic pronouncements
b e requently misde in the cause of child welfare. It hardly
requires emphasising that leaders of developing nations must
wark for establishing institutions that protect and murture the
child. 1t is aptly sukd, “The child s the father of man.” Developing
eronomies owe a4 deep responsibility to strengthen people’s
pewer, When one views the grassroots leadership of these rav.
aged econcmits, one is convineed that efforts are required 1o
provide the “technical know-how” (o protect their children
o Thee miadn bssue b5 What happens when the political process
phirns out leaders who themselves need to build a stature to
camerge a8 troe of venerahle groups including chil-
dlren? The erying noed therefore is that while the government is
debating on various other issues of nationhood let it be truly re-
rembiereed that time i ranning out for our children.
v,/ The development and well-being of children was one of the
original areas of cooperation when SAARD wis established in
1961, Children continued 1o receive priority by member states
afyer formal launching of SAARC in 1985,
-1 Subsequently two Ministerial Conferences were held: one in
New Delhi and the second in Colombo in 1902, These delibera-
tinps revealed that economic growth by itself does not ensure
child development. Perhaps the most important requitement s
thast these nations must tadke children seriously Such an attitude
will ultimately help in avolding costly mistakes of the past. The
Ministerial Conference reaffirmed the commitment of member
states on matters relating to the child — the challenges, the op-
portunities, the strategies, and the resources for regional follow
upand action.
dren firmly on the SAARC sgenda whereby mesting their needs
wils recopnised as the principal means of humin resource devel-
opment and manzgement. This was given highest priority in ne-
thonal developmen mitiatives:
L dmorder 1o cregte gréater awareness shout the welfare of chil
dren, the member states observed 1900 25 the "SARC Year of
the. Girl Child”, Subsequently 1891-2000 was declared as the
BIAARC Year of Disabled Persons™ and member states adopted
different National and Regional Plans of Action pertaining to chil-
tlrn. Subsequently serious efforts were made to forge ahead pro-
jmimes fl;lr the girl child and the disabled persons, including
bleed children,
{eaThere niteds 1o be u strengthening of SAART s efforts towards
prpmating child specific programmes. Although governments
ligye mt wisely deployed searce resources in the past, the dream
fifachivving the goals for children and women with greater com-
mikment st become a reality. To ensure that future strategios
e inter-linked between government and community partner-
sps; all possible resources be gahvanised for child welfare. Lat
I fpe remembered that the stakes are high and sull
sl Moving wowards implementation of the vigion for the SAARC
on biyond year 2000 the focus on “survival” goals, such as
gptluction of infant morality ane knewn o rovide the plasma for
gipengthening Gunily and sade motherhood initiatives,
cirfroviding accuss o safe water, sanitary and hygienic envi-
pofumieint for crstiring child anid maternad health are also tmpor
Lt factors, To ensure that the guines worm disease does not
b0 eradieate polio with relnforosd commitment, more
woprdinawed effort is the crving nevi of the B
Effarts shoubd be mude 1o cater spwecilically to the prohlems of
manginidised childes, inedieing e girl child tie working hi-
{ Fabllean it howt shabiosli b oo 2 soxl, px-
boreation aned violence, disatido aped displee chilednen ad (hise
catght up in-armed conflicts, Their agoties e 1o be wgenlly
acddressed, The ability to make ol ke promtises 1o these chils
clreen hivs o bee takien as seriously as [ sl
Ty uthlise the poliective positions jrsented by member stides
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various United N ‘Conference such as the one o

and practices and to give impetus to problem
confronting children and women in the region, g

to acceplable monitoring, evaluation and follow up

mechanisms of child protection inititives was urgently callil or.

t was in Pakistan that SEARCH member states renffirmed to
IWMHMM{M}MMM 1400 level or ab)

st below 50 per 1000 lhve births, to reduce urider-5 Child |
Mortality Rate (1TMP) to at least bolow 70 per 1000 [ive births; o
reduce the 1990 Maternal Mortality Rate (MR) af bewst by halfy
1o reduce severe and moderate malnutrition among under-s chils
dren at least by half of the 2000 level; and to achiove un
access Lo safe wiiler and nccess to

literacy; and to eliminate gender imbalance within a fxed dme.
frame '

With characteristic flexibility, SAARC member states ro-
sponded to concerns of population explosion. 1t was stated the
aititudde towards human reproduction must alter. The need to ag-
gressively respond to changing requirements in the life cyele of:
the girl child as well s 1o understand the impact of 8 woman's re-
productive rights on her child’s health was imperative, A bolder,
maore coordinated effort w upgrade the capacity of the mother,
to sddress her own basic health issues was cructal |

If developing nations alter the fendal structure and control
birth rate, there is indeed hope for SAARC states to wipe out in-
numerzble social and human evils, We need to combat inter-and
intra-couniry trafficking in children, and sexual exploitation to.
miake real progress. Strengthening safe matherhood and reducing
maternal mortality are critical to improve the quality of family’
life. the ongaing SAARC process to assess the ex-
tent and causes of smal exploitation and violence would indeed
remove the shackles of serfdom, against children especially the
girl child. In making this a reality: the consensus was to galvanise,
legal and other interventions to prevent such violence against the
child. Furthermare, the sensitive use of media for advocacy and
social mobilisation for child welfare, as well establ Inger-
sectorl cooperation among grvernments, NGOsCROs should
also be a priority. To protect the child and his family, the pro-
gramme requires training of managers and social workems to
build trist and self-esteem

Prioritising the strategy for prevention, early detéetion and
rehabilitation of children with disabilities, the members urged
that we utilise the strengths of disablid children to produce the
strategy and highlight different approaches needed to make in:
terventions visdble, Imvesting resources n delivery of basie sor-
vices for children, consistent with community-based approaches ||
woilld indeed change the outlook on disability and child despon-
dency.

No battle has greater significance for child protection than
the battle to end child abuse. In the context of Vision Beyond the
Yiear 2000, the region dreams of seelng children “as the humin
bricge between what the community is and what it aspires to
— continuing the challenge of Unking public policy, palitical pro
nouncements avd community behaviour in protection of childnen)
South Asia can hanve no higher collective anbition than Lo worl)
fisr & =ocinl. physicul and ethical eondronment thal erghles ever
childd to etk his or e full croathoe potential for t compios
Rl -
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