L5 T

(& g

End B/f

‘Exemption from
Democracy’
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T l The Bush Administration’s re-

cent pronouncements on de-
. mocracy have received a pow-
erful expression in the latest Report
issued by the new Secretary of State.
Whatever doubts remained in re-
spect of identifying America prefer-
ences with regards to democracy in
Pakistan and Musharraf’s continu-
ity as a military general in charge of
this show has now been made abun-
dantly clear. On March 28" a new
Report on the “human rights situa-
tion and democracy” was released
by the US Department of State, in
which Pakistan is prominently dis-
cussed. The textis a scathing blow to
any pretensions the General might
have had with regard to his genuine
image within the Bush Administra-
tion. The salient features of this pub-
lication produced by the Secretary
of State deserve to be specifically
noted in the context of this column.

The second Bush term was inau-
gurated on 19" January 2005 fol-
lowed by his address to the Con-
gress. In his State of the Union mes-
sage he stressed that his foremost
goal was to ensure that “democracy
became manifest goal of American
foreign policy”. In the first twenty
minutes of his address according to
the Washington Post he used the
word democracy 26 times. He fur-
ther said that the US “security inter-
est” needed this foundation for its
subsistence as “absence of democ-
racy threatened it”. He more than
once extolled the virtues of a “demo-
cratic” Iraq and of having ushered in
democracy in Af; istan.

In this context the pivotal question
requiring serious concern is to see if
Pakistan will be really called upon
to change its futile pretenses of be-
ing “democratic” while Musharraf
as the chief of its armed forces re-
mains for all practical purposes the
holder of all state powers. The ex-
tent of this military ,
control is clearly ¢
evident when we |
see thatin June 2004
three prime minis-
terswereappointed §
by eneral
Musharraf from the |
same parliament, |§
something unheard
of in the annals of
parliamentary his-

tory.
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sound relationship with the US.
Democracy as such is tied up with
the future course of relations with
Washington. In this context the Re-
gort pointedly states that “success of
akistan’s democratization process ef-
forts is critical to the strength of our
long term relations.” I for one find this
most invigorating for the pros
that this time the ethos of the ad-
dresses of President Bush with re-
spect to democracy mentioned in
both his important addresses to the
American people was not rhetori-
cal. Indeed this Report issued to the
world by the Office of as high as the
Secretary of State, the senior most
cabinet member of the US President
means what it apparently asserts.

It may further be mentioned that
the Report clearly mentions the dem-
onstrations and political rallies of
religious parties against Musharraf’s
rule and points that the cries against
“dictatorship” are an indication that
ordinary people are not satisfied
with the present state of their civil
and human rights. This is an impor-
tant endorsement of the political
right to hold public disapproval
demonstrations against policies of
the present government.

I may in passing point out at this
juncture that the presentation of this
Report has had a prelude of a de-
monstrative kind in the US for the
last several weeks. The theme of
important TV talk-shows and news-
paper editorials in the US has con-
stantly focused upon this pointabout
the nature and desirability of keep-
ing relations as usual with foreign
regimes considered by a section of
the US intellectual community as
being less than democratic.

The Washington Post observed:
“When opposition to tyranny has
been at odds with security or eco-
nomic policy - in Pakistan, in Egypt,
in Saudi Arabia, in Russia, in Chi
: : = - the Bush admin-

= | istration of the past

" four years consist-

ently chose to ig-
nore and excuse
‘| oppression”. The
| designation  of

stan as “tyranni-
cal” or “oppres-
sive” is a most seri-
ous castigationand
‘| condemnation.

tagonists, headed'

by Musharraf and ministers assisted

byalargegrou ﬁ of mediasycophants
asserts that whatever now exists in
Pakistan is acceptable to Washing-
ton. Itis further emphasized that the
constitutional system that now ex-
ists in the country is both “demo-
cratic” and “parliamentary” The
contrary view is espoused by a ma-

: “'Coming as it does
from conceivably the most prestig-
ious American daily does suggest
that Bush will be forced by this
priori determination of Musharrafs’
lack of representative credentials to

ersuade him that the time has come
or him to allow proper functioning
of the representative institutions in_|
the country. T




