wise, however, The Commonwealth and then the |
Ministerial Action Group (CMAG) that US adminis-
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he Foreign Office says that expires on A country was
democracy has been fully res 14 March, Mir Jamilur Rahman under the
stored in the country. The 2004. Be- o i ; military dic-
Commonwealth thinks other- tween now The write is feelance columist tatorship.

Our armed
forces were

- met in New York early this week has tration would determine if Pakistan has
| extended Pakistan's suspension from indeed turned democratic. Whether or
the Commonwealth noting that Pak- not we regain the democratic status,
istan has not fully returned to democ-  President Bush would certainly extend
racy. Pakistan was suspended from the the.waiver if Pakistan were to agree to
| Commonwealth following the October send its soldiers to Iraq.

1999 military coup. The Common-

wealth is the association of 54 coun-
tries that were once ruled by Britain.

The 8-member CMAG is composed

of foreign ministers of Australia, Ba-

| hamas, Bangladesh, Botswana, India,

The mere holding of elections
does not guarantee the democratic
status to a country. The elections have
to be free and fair and conducted by
an independent authority. The multi-
candidacy for the key offices is an-

. Malta, Nigeria and Samoa. The Foreign  other condition that has to be met for
Offfice has singled out India for playing aspiring to the democratic status be-
the key role in blocking Pakistan's re- cause the unopposed elections are
entry in the Commonwealth. The FO's looked down as undemocratic and
accusation leads to the assumption dictatorial. And that is not the end of
that the CMAG has merely rubber- the matter. The commitment to the

stamped India’s bid to keep Pakistan rule of law and independent judiciary—have'settled there and are enriching—

out of Commonwealth. Our two are other conditions for becoming a
brother Muslim countries, Bangladesh democracy. The rule of law simply
and Nigeria, and Austra]ja, which is means that there are no midnight
our partner in the anti-terrorism war, knocks and people do not disappear
have meekly submitted to the will of without a clue. We may go on arguing
India. But for India, the FO would have  vehemently that we have an elected
us believe, we would have re-entered parliament, which has an elected
the Commonwealth with flying oolours prime minister, but for the special

a5 a=born-again-demoeracy. It is ommﬁemﬂyr&femé_
cal that Nigeria, which not long ground Sa Obtaining,in
was declared the most corrupt country the country é!}‘ ‘of power"

in the world, and tiny Malta, Samoa the parliament wuuld have to wait.” It
and Bahamas are judging us whether has to wait until the parliament at-
or not we are a democracy. India of tains ‘maturity’. However, the USA
course serves as a very handy excuse; and Commonwealth are not con-
we can always attribute our failures vinced that Pakistan is a democracy
and shortcoming to its machination.  and even the European Union has its
To be certain, US too does not ac- reservations on this matter. They have
cept that we have a democratic sys- devised their own parameters for
tem. The October 1999 coup had au- judging the political system of a coun-
tomatically triggered the US economic try and by and large they adhere to it,
sanctions against Paldstan. The sanc- sometimes strictly and at others
tions have not been lifted yet although softly.
we have an elected parliament. How- The public opinion in Pakistan has
ever, for our total support to the USA  fashioned itself on anti-American pho-
inst Taliban regime and al-Qaeda, hia. It is illogical because America has
President Bush in the interest of Amer- often been helpful to Pakistan. It may
ica ordered a temporary waiver to the be though coincidental that every time
sanctions. The current 2-year waiver that Americans came to our help the

strengthened and modernised in the
early sixties by America. It rescued us
from the 1965 war by arranging the
ceasefire. In 1971 it saved West Pak-
istan from the Indian onslaught by
warning India and the Soviet Union of
the consequences. Two years ago the
US destroyed the Taliban and al-Qaeda
thus saving us from imminent Taliban-
isation. In the eighties it helped us in
defeating the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. It helped us again a year
ago by averting the Indian attack when
India amassed half a million troops at
our borders in an aggressive posture.
Moreover, thousands of Pakistanis
have obtained higher education in
Americd and hundreds of thousands

the forex reserves of Pakistan. Amer-
ica is one of the very few countries in
the world that publicly says that Kash-
mir is a dangerous dispute. It contin-
ues to press India to start talking with
Pakistau to resolve this critical issue.

“hire. Premdent ushamaf has’ agmed
in principle to help America in Iraq.
Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Ja-
mali also holds the same view. What is
needed is a fig leaf either of the UN or
the OIC. Prime Minister Jamali has
also said that he would seek parlia-
ment's approval for sending troops to
Iraq. Mr Jamali would perform a mira-
cle and in the process ensure political
longevity if he could get the parlia-
ment's approval for sending Pak
troops to Iraq.

Pakistan at the moment is enjoying
unprecedented friendship with Ameri-
can administration. The two countries

are helping each other to eliminate the

last remnants of Taliban and al-Qaeda.
President Bush is all praise for the wis-
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SiAren’t we a democracy"

dom of President Musharraf, He never
misses an opportunity to laud the ef-
forts of President Musharraf and Pak-
istan in combating terrorism. But we
must keep in mind that Bush is not
America and America is not Bush. It is
not Bush alone but many other fictors
tno that determine the policies of
America. President Bush does not say
it publicly but his aides and top offi-
cials of his administration still believe
that Pakistan is not doing enough to
stop infiltration into Occupied Kashmir
and there are elements in the Pikis
establishment that are dragging tﬂ
feet in flushing out the al-Qaeda. Ar¥
bassador Nancy Powell and Richard
Armitage have both sounded the alarm
that infiltration into Occupied Xashmir
continues,

. President Bush is with us but Amer-
ican media is very critical of Pakistan;
it is almost against us. Pakistan should
never underestimate the power of the
American media: It isa potentforce i —
building the American public opinion.
To be certain, even the President of
United States has limitation in going
against the domestic public opinion.

The recent spate of articles and
news comments in the American
media suggest that it is very suspicious
of Rakistan’s policies on terrarism. The
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s a friend
The New Yﬁ:ﬁpms hasf
called us ‘A troubled ally’
ington Post has analys
policies under the hvu?
about an ally.’ When® 1y / |
raf visited Canada T 5 / |
ential Globe andils/ |
greeted him in a °q,
unwelcome visit
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