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he UN General Assembly in its
fifty-sixth session passed a
resolution in December 2001
proclaiming the Literacy

Decade for Education for All for the
period 2003-2012, In its preamble 1o
the resolution, the General Assembly
states: it is convinced that literacy is
cructal to the acquisition, by every
ehild, youth and adult, of essental life
skills that enable them to adidress the
vhallenges they can face in life and
represents an essential step in basic
leducation, which is an indisjrensable
means for effective participation in'the
societies and economies of the twenty-
first century, The resolution realfioms
that literacy for all is a1 the heart of
basic education for all and that creat-
ing literste environments and sovicties
is essential for achieving the goals of
eradicating poverty, redueing child
mortality, curbing populition gowth,
achieving gender pquality and ensir-
Ing sustainable development, Deace
Plan of Action prepared by the UN-
Director-General and to review
Pakistan's programme for the imple-
mentation of the Ministry of Education
National Action Plan, the UNESCO Is-
lamatiad office held & consultative

The international plan of adlion fo-
cuses an the implementation of the six
goals of the Dakar World Education
Foram Declaration which includes:
*ensuring that the learning needs of
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULTS
aremet through equitable access to
appropriate learning and hfeskills -

",

The vision for the Literacy Dhevade
*situates Literacy for ALl at the Twsu of
Edueation for All". Litoracy is vental
to all levels of education, especially
basic education, through all delivery
modes - formal, non-formal and jnln-
muil. The Plan's highest priorify i~ on
“Nem-liberate youth and ddults. eshes
cially women. who have ot beet iiile
{0 acquire adequate skills o use lier-
acy for their personal develojunent
anid for improving their quality o) life”
1t5 ke areas of action are; Policy, Pro-

—

~Toounvedl the UN Literiey Decade

gramme Modality, Capacity Building,
Hegearch, Community Participation,
Monitoring and Evaluation, Resource
Mobilisation, International support and
Coordination. The plan also speaks
about implementation st the National
tevel arud provides a checklist

Now where does Pakistan stand? If
it is true that it Sits at the lowest ng
of the |nternational literacy ladder,
even amongst the developing coun-
tries, whal are we doing to eateh tp
with the rest of the fast-moving world?

We indeed come up with a lot of
high sounding rhetoric in which we in-
dulge at the highest level as and when
an occasion to wax eloquence on liter-
ary-arises. Take for instance the state-
menis and messages issued by the
Chief Execitive and the Minister for
Education on International Literacy
Diays. Said the President on September
8, 2001; “We are celebrating Interna-
tional Litersey Dy with the comity of
nations. It is & universal truth that
socio-economic progress is linked to
education. llitemey is the root cause
for & number of socio-economic ills, To

ichlive o Mgher eracy ras e wil
e to" promote basic education.

‘Heross the cofmtry, The tme has come
for 115 315 a mation (o take revolutionary
steps to eradicate the menace of illit-
eracy. Federal Minister of Education
anid Provineial Education Departments

are undertaking concrete steps for the

elimination of illiteracy. T have also
constituted a Task Foree with-an ob-
jective to improve our literacy rate”,
And the message of the Federal Minis-
ter was: “This is the age of enlighten-
ment. Among the developed countries
of the Third Warld, Pakistan has a low
literzey rate. Unfortunately, we have
never beer abie to come up with o
condicive environment Lo promote Jit-

ercy. High drop-out at primary level, ,

lack of community participation, less
educational opporiunities for females,
especially in rural areas, high rate of
population growth and inadequate
supply of funds {or education are some
of the major hurdles in our endeavours
for achieving higher literacy rate in the
country. The Government's plan to
raise literacy rate up to T0% by the
year 2004 deserves sppreciation and
support from the people. The Ministry
ol Education, under the able guidance

of the President of Pakistan, General
Pervez Musharraf would leave no stone
unturned to get this target achieved.
We, in collaborstion with the Provin-
cial Bducation Departments, Civil So-
cloty, Private Sector, are lunching a
National Literacy Campaign by open-
ing Adult Literacy Centres to make
13,05 million people literate by 2004,

In concrete terms by way of achiev-
ing the goais set, three programmes
have been planned: The Education
Sector Heforms (ESR), National Action
Plan for Education For All‘and the
President’s Task Foree on Human De-
velopment {(whose recommendation
hawe sinee been approved by the cen-
trel cabinet and an Ordinance issied
ereating a National Commission for
Human Develnpment).

Rhatoric and plans apart what are
the gesults achieved so far? The an-
swer: hardly a fraction of the targets.

ake for instance target No 1-of
the ESR: Women's Literacy for

Empowerment Project (15 years
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000 celntres, This' was to be ef-
fected within the period 2000-2003.
And how many such centres were ac-
tually opened Madam Minister? If the
number of Centresstarted is less than
even 150, what has been done to rem-
edy this dismal performiance? You said
on September 8, 2001 that govern-
ment's plan to “raise literacy rate up o
T0% by the year 2004 desérves appre-
ciation”, If by the end of the first quar-
ter of 2003, not even a small percent-
age of the set numbers have been
made literate, how would your respond
to this realistic critical appreciation by
a concerned citizen? Did you really
“leave no stone unturned” to honour
your pledge to “make 13.05 million
people literaze by 20047" Also has your
governmen exerted g little, 1o remedy
the disoriented and dysfunctional pro-
gramme of non-formal out-of-school
children?

The third leg of this cracked and
rckety tripod is the emerging role of
the National Commission for Human
Development. The commission, which
claims to “organise support pro-
grammes and projects for assistance of

M

the line Ministers, Departments and
agencies concerned”| is virtually de-
veloping into & national agency under-
taking perallel actvities particulady af
the local level. It has launched a few
hundred centres with a methodology
of its own (different from the Min-
istry’s parameters) hoping lo make
adults literate in three months. The
Commission according to its spinted
chairperson plans to-set up G000 cen-
tres in one year [ts programines are
anchored on an elaborte strucione at
the district level to be headed by meu-
bators (the nomenclature [ understand
has simee been charged). How will the
working of these units gel with central
and provinelal government implemen-
tation strategies is unclear The matter
will hepefully be picked up by the Min-
istry of Edication in consultation with
the kmowledgeable officers of the UN-
ESCO office in Pakistan,

The good news is that the Punjab
government has created a fill fledged
department of literacy, headed by o
Secretary and & whole time Minister.
The minister was present at the Unesco
corisiitative mesting hedd at Tslamabar.

He and HisSecretary sounder quite eq-

thrsiastic #hott the promation of liter-

acy. They however expressed their

deep concern about the availability of

funds as only & small part of the cur-

rent year's instalment has been re.

ceived, The Federal Education Secre-

tary too articilated his worries about

the proviston of funds required for the

implementation of the plans. The Min-

istry will have to fall back on the in-

termeatinnal donors especially Japan and

USA It is time other international

donors like the World Bank and Undeef

which are parties to the Jomtien and

Dukar commiitiments overcome their re-
fuctance to support the national plan’
for enabling the totally [literate 60 mil-

lion Pakistanis above the age of 100

arquire the basic human skill of read-

g and writing.

One toll-tale question that this ac-
count of Hteracy affairs in Pakistan
yields is: Is the government of Pakistan
really serintis about the promotion of
fiteracy in Pakistan?
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