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LAHORE, March 9 Over 55 per cent of
private schools in the Punjab have neither
devisad quality syllabi nor hired mained
teachers and are running on a purely com-
mercial basis,

According (o the Punjab Educatonal
Management Information System, gver
35,000 private schoals are functioning in
the province, Those located in every nook
and corner mumber around 20,000, Their
sole purpose is to make money.

The other 5,000 =schools include
autonomoiis school systems and chains
that offer quality education but charge
exorbitant foees,

The federal goyernment last conducted
the strvey of registered and unregistered
private schoolsin the vear 2004,

Onver 62 per cent of private schools are
vet to be registered with the provineal
education department.

The private schools are exploiting par-
ents’ ambition 1o provide their children
with quality education, Most parents
believe that private schools offer goality
education. Therefore, they prefer private
sehools ne matter how much is. the finan-
cial burden that they have to bear,

Education department officials say that
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mpst private schoolteachers are hardly
matriculate. In a few cases, they are prac-
vates, and private schools rake advantage
of thisir inability to find jobs o hire them
on as little as Rs1,000 per month, they say.

Some government schoolteachers are of
the view that students of private schools
do not perform better than those of gov-
ernment schools. They maintain that as.a
consequence  of substandard  syllabi
raughtin private schools from Class 1 to
VI students have to face problems when
they switch over (o the Punjab Textbook
Board syllabuos in Class 1X or when they
change schools,

Most private school-owners ghve fancy
names to their instdoutions to attract par-
ents; and the idea works most of the time:

Rana Javed and Naveed Ahmed, whose
sons are studving in two different private
schonls in Class VI, told this reparter thar
the schools offered differont subjects,
books and fee structures. They said privite
schools just burdened their students with
more and more books rather than concen:
trating on imparting quality educarion.

Mr Javed said that he had tried to
change his son’s school in a bid to provide
him with quality educaton, but the move

resulted in no positive change as the other
schoal was only good ap charging more fee,

He said the school administration
charged a few thousands rupees for allow-
ing the smdents who failed in annual
examination to sit in higher classes, He
said the-administration also charged exmra
mongy in thée name of medical, photo
copies-and school festivals,

“it is also hinding on students to buy
books and guidebooks from a shop set up
in the sthool or from commissioned shops
in the marker,™

The private schools running in collabe-
ration with foreign school systéms can
only be afforded by the well-off. These
schools provide quality education against
exorbitant fees.

According to PEMIS, abour 50 private
entrepreneurs, who had opeéned one
school each over a decade ago, were now
running chaine of schools all’ over the
province, These schools followed the syl
labiinvogue in Singapore, the UK and the
15, they said:

Eduratdonist Adnan Husain says the
govermment shonld  either constitute -a
board for all private schools to develop a
umiform policy on syllabi or ask them to
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introduce  textbook  board books to
improve the quality of ediucation. He says
there should be a criteéria for appointing
teachers and deciding their salary pack-
ages,

Ms Nomana, principal of a renowned
private school, said those private schools
that charged high fees largely concentrat-
ed on improving the creatives power of
their students and tavght quality books of
intermarional standard in all classes, She
sand students of ordinary private and gov-
emment schools were only capable of
learning by rote.

Education department officials, howey
er, admitted that flawed policies and poor
menitoring had allowed the privare sector
to run schools purely on 8 commercial
basis. Thev also admitted that school busi-
ness had become an mdustry.

Education Minister Imran Masood
claims every now and then thar the gow
ermmment i5 establishing a  regulatory
autharity for privately managed schools ¢
monitor the fee soructure; syllabi ang
other affairs of private schools, but noth
ing has so been doneé in this regard.

Two such bodies constituted in the pas
failed to deliver,




