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Doing away
with exams

The new assessment system which

‘was expected to be implemented

in government schools from March

By Awals Saleem

he education sector in
Pakistan has been
undergoing changes
on the whims and
concerns of the peo-
ple al the helm of affairs during
different tenures. The policies
have seldom been made with
an approach to solve the prob-
lems in the long-term which

‘has created problems of its

own that have plagued the edu-
cation sector over the years.
. The worst hit and the most
:talked about segment of educa-
tion is the examination system
‘because it is supposed to
;assess the capability of stu-
‘.d::nl;s o which, they. are.pro,
‘moted to next classes. The
‘eredibility or modus: operandi
has often been a subject of
-intense debates but no solution
with ground Recently it was
learnt that the Punjab
:Education Department has
‘formed a five-member commit-
‘tee to review and [urnish its
recommendations regarding
‘the ‘Internal assessment exami-
‘nation system’ for students of
«elass 1 to 10 In government
‘schools, The initiative to form a
‘review committee has been
1aken on the directions of Chief
JMinister Pervez Elahi, who in
‘the wake of growing criticism,
‘hiad issued directions to review
the assessment policy:

The education department,
through a letter issued on

‘this year is under review

abolition of annual examing-
tion, The proposal was (o
assess student's ability by con-
ducting class tests and monthly
tests and practicals. Students
were going to be promoted to
the next class on the basis of
these testa, The examination
papers in class 9 and 10 would
carry no marks, the system
supgested. The teachers were
instruected to conduct the prac-
tice of assessment on six sepa-
rate occasions, spanning a
week each, during the academ-
i year.

Dr Habib Ullah szid: "The
annual examination system. did
not incultate problem-solving
approdch amongst -the stu-
dents.” Aboutthe sholition-of
marking system, he said that
higher marks do not at all
imply that the student is mare
capable than the one who has
got less marks,

The proposers of the new
system hoped to achieve more
interaction between teachers
and students as well as cutting
through the enormous expens-
es Incurred on conducting
examinations,

The teachers
think six weeks'
duration is not
sufficient for
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solid grounds in 8 matter of
few days. Efforts should be
made to remove the discrepan-
vies Instead of rejecting the |
whale system altogether. I has
proved to be the best way o
enhance the true capabilities of
students, according to interna-
tional standards,” he said

There are educationists who
are very critical of this new
assessment system and wide-
ranging objections have been
aired about its effectiveness.
The teachers in particular
stress the new fssessment sys-
tem 18 vague dnd a majority of
the teachers and heads of nsti-
futions found it difficult to
come Lo lerms with it as they
do not have the requisite train-
Ing. They further say the model
papers were published late as
were the relevant course books
which made it difficell to
implement the assessment sys-
Lom.

The teachers think six
weeks' duration was not suffi-
cient Tor evaluationsThe new
system is mcompatiilewith @ .
curriculum of the textbook
board, they maintain and regret
that it is not possible Lo imple-
ment the new system in the
available means and finances.

Another eriticism of the new
system is that it is being intro-
duced in haste without first fix-
ing the responsibilities of the
head of educational instity-
tions. While: Dr Habib believes
that the new system will wesk-
en the wition culture, many an
educationist fear that it will
weaken the educational devel-
oprient procesg of students
and will perpetuate the menace
of tuitions. Only publishers are
cashing in on the existing con-
fuston by bringing out hooks
which, instead of helping the
students, add (o their woes, the




