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N

- eratura 15 of no use 1o-lan-
gusge learning, no litérary
rext should be included m the
course-books, There is no
| denying the fact that the syl
labuses in our mainstream
schools and colleges put too
| much emphasis on literature
| ‘and there is Little room for stu-
dents 1o get exposire to non-
literary texts. It is also ue 1o
some extent that literary texts
alone are not enongh to learn
the language that can be used
in daily life to carry our lin-
gmstic functions, But it is not
fair to reject literature out-
right from the syllabus.

There is a need to strike a
balance between language
and literature in our text-
books. The ministry of educa-
tion's curriculum wing needs
to revisit the texthooks and
see whether students are
exposed to language and lires
ature or whether their text-
boaks contain only literature,
But what should teachers do?
Should they wait until the car:
riculum planners realize the
nesd for such a balanes? Can't
we, teachers, use literature for
language learning purposes?
How can we explait thegxist-
ing books for better academic
outcomes? What changes are
desired in our classroom
teaching practices?

We should rry to-avoid get-
ting into the trap of an
either/or sitnation and instead
think of a productive coexis
tence of literature-and lan-
guage where language might
be taught to understand and

the short stories, essays, plays and
poems prescribed in the syllabus.
This is a feasible method of smdying
since the assessment sysiom enootr-
ages rote leaming and the examina-
tion requires students to reproduce
what they heve learnt by heart.

The anti-literature case is usually
based on the hypothesis that since lit-

" appreciate literature.
Similarly, literature could be used to
teach language in such @ manner that
the leaming process hecomes inter-
esting for the student, In Pakistan
wheee English is not the first lan-
guage of students literary texts
should be selected according to their
linguistic levels. Also, instead of

‘going for “grand classics”, simple and

contemporary texts could be chosen
as texts, Literary texts should be
graded and & certain text should be
taught to & certain class according to
the stage of development of its mem-
bers.

Mativation can also play an impar-
tant role in the process of learning,
8o, the presence of Hreramre on the
syllalnis may be quite helpiul for
English teachers to keep the interesis
of their students alive, In Pakistan
where students do not have enough

spezking and listening opportunities

reading begomes the most important
skill singe it gives students maximum
exposure to the target language. In
that way, biterature can be very use-
ful because it has the potential to act
asa very attractive source of reading.

Teachers can also play a very
important part in generating interest

‘among students for the subject.

Instead of mérely acting asa big dic-
tionary in the classronm that gives
out the meaning of difficult words,
the teacher should adope innovative
and engaging methods and help stu-
dents develop a taste for the subject.

Muost teachers of literature pay
extra emphasis to biographical
details of the authors and literary
movements: That wav instead of
teaching literature, they teach about
literature, The teacher's focal point
should be the aciual text and not the
secondary details about it In spme
Pakistani colleges, there are separate
teachers for literatore and lanpuape:
It would bé more useful if the same
teacher taught language and litera-
ture, In this way, literature snd lan-
guage could reinforce each other,

A lanpuage teacher should tempt
his or her students to read more and
more books. Sometimes a student
develops a dislike for a certain tesxt
because of its difficult language and
style! Here a teacher’s proper guid-
ance may help prevent the student’s
dislike, for that particular text, from
developing. A teacher can also
exploit a literary text for language
purposes, For instance, he or she can
arrange a number of prediction exer-
cises on a littrary text. Students can

be given an extract with no dtle and
then be asked to guess what they
think it might be. They can also be
asked to predict about what might
follow later, in terms of plot of char:
acter development. These activities
arranged in small groups can arguse
considerable intérast among stu-
dents. Guided re-writing can also be
quite useful. The class may be asked
to reconstruct @ giVen passage ora
few lines from a poem. This exercise
gives students o chance to look at the
different possible syntactical pat-
berTS:

Teachers also need to work on
making their students o linde inde-
pendent. Extra spoon-feeding or
vnderestimating student abiliey
might Jead to a situation where learn-
ET5 [urm into passive recipients and
expect their teachers fo do every-
thing for them,

In this-article, T shared my observa:
tion with readers that the English syl-
labus heavily tilted towards litera-
ture. I also referred to a group of
practitioners who believe that litera-
ture should be replaced by language
and this is what Pakistani students
who study English require since they
have specific pragmatic objectives in
mind. This article advocates a more
balanced approach in curriculums;
2, a productive blend of language
and literature, The article then focus
e= on how we can best exploir literary
hooks for the porpose of teaching a
language.

Omne very familiar and expected
ressetion from teachers could be that
they will say they havelimited time
and around bommd by the constraines
placed by an external examination
system. | have no intendon to under-
estmate the significance of external
examinations or the tme factor but 1
do firmly beliegve that 2 good teacher
can, with some créativity and a linle
*extra effort, create encugh room to
be able to improvise in claszs, B
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