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THE' governmént hax form a
roadmap to promote research
and innovation in applied disci-
plines, devise market-oriented
programmes in universities ac-
cording to international stan-
dards and to make the modern
means of selence and technology
compatible with local needs,

A meeting held here Tuesduy
between the governor Punjab,
Khalid Magbool and the Viee-
Chaneellors of all concerned uni-
versities was informed of this de
velopment, The  Chairman
Higher Education Commission,
Dr Atta-ur-Rehman and provin.
clal education minister, Mian
Imran Masood
meeting. The focal point of the
meeting was to jdentify requisite
réform intintives In publicsec-
tor universitios,

The first session of the meet-
ing started with a presentation
by PU Vice-Chancellor, Arshad
Mahmood, In which he gave de
tails of the seminar on higher ed-
ucation held last month at the
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also atténded the

troduced by the University. Af.
Lerwards, & discussion was held,
in which the other Vice-Chancel.
lors spake about the initiatives
being taken in thelr universities
for revamping the higher educa-
tion sector. The VICs of newly es-
tablished universitics in Fulsal-
abad and Sargodha, however,
complained about the lack of re
sources and infrastructure. They
were directed Lo prepare PC-1 of
the required projects and send it
to the government for necessary

recruit the qualified retired
teachers on contract basis to

make for the shortage of quality
staff.

After the break, Dr Atta-ur-
Hehman spoke about the initla-
tives taken by the HEC to re-
structure the higher aducation
sector. While ing that only
1500 teachers out of & the 7000
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yuar, universities
hid malched this amount from
their own resources for faculty
development, he said. The exist-
ing development budget had al-
most been doubled during the
next two years, he added. The
arount, he said, would bé Rs
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Dr Atta also spoke about
spending the resources to pro-
vide Incentives to the university
teachers. He said that s proposal
was in the pipeline to give
Grade-18 to the lecturers in uni-
versities and added that the
teachers should be hired on five-
year contract instead of one

ucation
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ability, The universities should
also strive and establish links
with international universities ta
attain international recognition,
he said, An open debate was held
in which the governor asked the
Vice-Chancellors to make sug-
gestions, The governor ques-
toned them about the possible
initiathves, which could be taken
for reforming education sector
in true sense. He sald the insti-
tutions of higher learning should
focus on thelr aims and ohjec-
tives in the light of the roadmap,
He said the universities
should serve the purpose as the
centres of excellence to
experts in all fields I.I'Igf nl:;tn
tained that the meetings r-
University  Viee-Chancellors
Committee would be held regu-
larly in future to ensure imple-
méentation of the roadmap for re-
forms in higher education. The
education minister endorsed the
efforts initiated by the governor
s Chaneellor of all public sector
universities of the province.
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