At present, three
parallel education
systems run in the
country, with none
of them having
anything to do
with the other.
The prevailing
realities are only
promoting social,
economic and
cultural differences

DUCATION in

Pakistan is at pres-

ent passing

through a critical

phase, This is nat-

ural because
national life as a whole, of
which education is an inte-
gral part, is also passing
thirough such a phase. The
most dangerous fallout of
our existing educarion sys-
tem is the polarization of
society, which the current
education pattern is conting-
ing to support and promote
in every devious way.

On the one hand, the
medium is English; the fee
structure prohibitive and
the facilities, enormous and
envigpus, On  the other
extreme lie the staterun
schools where students are

made to =it on the floor and
wait endlessly and fruitless-
ly for the elusive teacher to
make an appearance in the
class and to start the hack.
neved rote process.

Such schools are nt best
places where formal training
in certain mundane skills
likeé reading, writing, and
arithmetic; or a plethora of
subjects taught to please
one or the other pressure
group in the country, is con
ducted in a dull and routine
fashion. Al worst, these are
the instruments for killing
the spirit of joy, initistive
and love for learning in chil-
dren

Much can be written
about the outdated, outmod-
ed syllabl in schools' car
riculum in the Maltric sys
tem, and about the poor
gquality and contents of text-
books published by state
owned boards that find ful
some support by the educa-
tion department

Equally pathetic is:- the
manner of conducting Bhard
examination® where cheat
ing iIs rampant; papess are
leaked out againsy graft; and
results are monipulated and
posidons awarded for mone-
tary considerations, Answer
scripts are lost with aplomb
and complete shamelessness
by the examiners and the
boards, and marks are then
awarded on estimates or
even on the basis. of whims
in total dizregard 1o the fact
that such acts may ruin the

pupil’s career bevond
repair.
Anyvone who is even

remotely familiar with ths
working of ocur matricula-
tivn schools and the psycho-

lpgical equipment of the

Three paths
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GROUND REALITY: The plight of state-run schools provide:
contrast fo what is the case with private institutions

students can clearly
that such schools defimitely

-1 id

militate against develop-
ment of individualiry. They
not only fail to bring out the
unigueness and possibiliries
of each pupil, but by their
very methods of teaching
gnd discipline, suppress
individuality and let his or
her distinctive gifts. die of

inaction dnd disuse.

The system has tended to
emphasize dubious objec-
tives and values like rota
learning and competitive
success, by fair means or
foul, and has ignored some
of the finest and most per-
manent values and purpos-
25

_ _ The education sysiem pre-, -

il



