Wide gap between
male, female
literacy rate: report

e

ISLAMABAD, June  10;
Although women's ediocation wit-
nessed 5 major improvement in
thie 1990s, srill Pakistan is consid-
ered to have a largest gender gap
in literacy ratio.

The Pakistan Education and
School Atlag, which was pub:
lished recently for the first tGme
having maps and graphics of all
the schools in the country, has
shown male literacy at 60 per
cent and female at 36 per cent.

It said there was ‘a sharp
progress. of education among
women with the literacy rate ris-
ing from 16 per cent in 1980 o 21
per'cent in 199 and jumping to
33-per cent-in 1997,

In the 1990, an emphasis. on
femtale education pushed the it
eracy rate up by 1.5 per year,

According to the -atlas, the:

total mumber: of -schoold in the
country is 182,636; 149,280 in the
public and 33,356 in the private
sector. There are 142,308 primary
schools, out of which 127,709 are
in the public and 14,599 in the
private sector. The number of
middle schools. is 25461 —
12884 povernment and 12,477 in
the private sector,

The number of higher and sec-
ondary schools is 14,867, out of
which 8,587 are in the public and
#,280 in the privaus sector.

The total enrolment 5 stated
| to be 21,897 961 — 16,086,902 in
the public and 5,811,059 in the
private sector. As many ag
14,124,819 enrolment are in the
primary level, 34409704 in the
middle and 4,363,438 in high
and higher secendary school lev-
els,

In 1947, the country was faced
with overwhelming problems in
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education: But it not only main-
tained the inherited insttutions
but also sigmficantly expanded
the education sector by estab
lishing new schools, colleges and
universities.

At the time of independence,
there were about 8413 primary
schoole and 17,800 primary
schoolteachers. However, in 1998,
the mumber of primary schools
increased o 163,746 with
3745000 primary  teachers,
Despite the increase, the educa-
tion  services still  remain
inequitably distributed among
income groups, urban, rural
tegions, male fernale.

Less than one million students
wore enrolled in schools in 1947,
In 1998, more than I5 mllion
school-age ©  children  were
enrolled only at the primary level
and eight million children were
out- of schools in 2001
Participation rateé was 84 pér
fet,

Though the literacy rate has
increased from 16.4 per cent in
18951 to 49.51 per cent (estimat
ed) in 2007, still 488 million peo-
ple rémained fliterate. -

Though: the overall literacy
rate 18 just about 50 per cent,
thers are some sharp dividing
lines that mask pockets of
strenpths and great ignorance.

Another  dividing line is
benween urban city dwellers and
rural villagors,

Urban literacy jumped from-47
per cent in 1981 to 65 per cént in
1997,

Rinal Hteracy has risen from
17 per cent to 34 per cent in the
same period and even in 2001
remaimed below the urban rate
of two decades ajo.
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