VU asked to start
education in Urdu

Amer Slal

ISLAMABATD! Minister of
State for 1T, Raza Hayat Hirnj
has nsked the management of
the ¥irual University to initi-
e educational programmes in
Urdu and ether regional lan-
puages in agriculiure, animal
husbiandry and poultry farming
for the urhl'tlm:ut and reniis-

sance'of the rurakpopulalon.
Hiraj said this dunng spr
conference addressed by o

YU Dr. Naveed Malik accom-
imn!ml by Chatrman Higher

ducation Commission Prof
Altaur, Rehman and Chiel of
Y U's upcoming education lele-
vision channels, Tajdar Alam
hiere on Monday,

It is worth meéntioning tha
the press conference had been
arranged by the first public sec-
tor distance learning virtual
university for IT for announc-
ing launching of a Tour-year

| bachelors depree programme in
ltheral arts including subjects
like finance; commerce, man-
agement, marketing, mass com-
munication, psychology sociol-
fogy and law, after receiving
charter in that regard from
HEC

While VU had total missed
any degree programmes in
agriculture, animal hushandry
and poultry Tarming which is
bread and butter Tor the over
sevenly percent populition
hised in the niral areas of the
country.

However, Mimister of State

for IT, Rata Hayat Hiraj
stressed that the educational
programmes of the university
should be oriented more
towards the needs of the rural
community-He said the univer-
d imitiste programmes
iculture, animal hus-
bgddry and poultry farming
stcad of just focusing on pro-
grammes or urban communi-
fes

VLY, Hirag sald. was an idedl
institote for informal education
and should pay attention to
cater to the educational
demands of the rural populs-
tion who earn their living
through agrniculture

He demanded the format
should be in Urdu and other
regional languages for easy
urderstanding of the niral pop-
uiation (o enhance their pro-
ductivity through betier man-
sgement practice via knowl-
edge leading to upliftiment in
their living standards by pover-
iy reduction.

Hiraj said VU programmes
would be beneficial for those
stizdents who have not much
time to atiend the classes and
want 1o gel higher education.
The government wants Lo raise
the level of education in the
country and it will be a very
good step in the nght direction

Chairman HEC, Dr. Atta
termed the launching of liberal
arts degree an impoftant siep
by the umversity and stressed
by imernational linkages for

promoting quality education
He said that the unlversily
would be delivering s edu-
tional transmisston through e
television channels for which
PEMBA hud already granicd
the licenses

Earlier speaking on fhe
ocension Rector of VL gnd th
wmversity would be able 10 |
offer progrums suited o) e
vast majority of students
Pak st whg aspire Lor asjuall
Iy degree

He said students conld gl
Lop quality education al vern
affordable prices. as the il
fee of this four-vear program
would be Ry 68,000

He said the liberal arrs pro-
gram would enable studenis
from every comner o the ¢
try 1o sequire guulity educalion
h} some of the Pakistan™s mw
gualified professorn

Head of VU televisipns,
Tajdar Alam. speaking to The
Frontier Post said that he had
made the feasibility of the tele
vision channels 1 such o man-
per that even without selling
the air time of channels for
enterainment programmes thes
would be financially viable

Alam discloved Nephl had
shown meresied For e cduc-
tion programmes of VL He
samd that af the university nun:
aged 1o clinch deals for online
distance learnimg with othe
cauntrees: then the satelln
channels would easily becoy
financially viahie




