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PARENT-teacher interaction is essential for a child’s personality development. The troika of parents, teachers and students has always been considered a prerequisite to academic process but most parents, unfortunately, ignore the role which they can play in moulding their children’s lives.

PTA meetings have turned into a mere cliche over the years as parents seem to be least interested in the affairs of their children. Often, they prefer to send their drivers, servants and private tutors to settle the issues of their children with the school administration. This phenomenon, in turn, gives rise to many problems. Many parents think it is enough to get their children admitted to quality schools, keep highly paid home tutors and buy for them whatever they want. What they don’t realise is that this doesn’t exactly solve their children’s problems.

A lack, or in some cases, an absence of education on the part of the parents, their hectic schedules and a large number of children are some of the reasons responsible for their lack of interest. Some parents don’t know anything about their child’s annual academic progress. So not surprisingly, children use this situation to their own advantage. “Most parents don’t realise the role they play in the academic progress of their children. They never turn up when they are invited by the school administration to learn more about their children’s academic achievements. This leads to frustration among teachers and embarrassment among students,” said Mohammad Idris, a senior teacher at a semi-government school in Peshawar.

It is for this reason that children, whose parents do not frequently visit their schools, deceive their parents. For instance, instead of doing well in school, such children tend to successively regress with respect to their education and often take up drugs or hanging out with dubious characters in a bid to amuse themselves. According to local psychiatrists, this lack of interaction between teachers and parents impacts children in a negative way. They say if a child remains isolated at home and his/her work is not appreciated, then chances are that s/he becomes depressed and exhibits her/his anger (which is rooted in home-grown depression) by bullying his/her fellows students, misbehaving with teachers, stealing and violent and self-destructive behaviour. This greatly damages their self-esteem and permanently stunts their personality. On the other hand, if a child knows there is regular interaction between his parents and teachers then s/he concentrates on his/her work simply because there is fear of consequences in case h/she ends up doing badly in school.

Interest on the part of parents and teachers in the affairs of their children/students are clearly defined not only behaviourally but also through constant appreciation, reward and encouragement. This is only possible through a strong relationship between parents and teachers. “It is unfortunate that some parents hailing from the so-called elite class do not discuss their children’s problems regarding their academic performance. They consider it below their status with the result that they take their children for granted. Consequently, teachers at the time of annual results face problems of tampered, changed or even lost result cards/progress reports cards. Parents, on occasion, blame the school administration for their being kept in the dark about their children’s performance,” observed Nazir Khattak, in-charge, student’s affair, at a local college.

Children, whose parents are away, lack confidence and courage in displaying their latent talent. Thus, they become stubborn and disinclined towards their studies. Educating a child becomes easier for a teacher when parents make frequent visits. Even an off-and-on visit can sensitise a child about his/her progress and behavour. Dealing with a problem child in the absence of a parent’s interaction becomes extremely difficult for the school administration. If a child knows that there is no interaction, s/she is simply not bothered about his/her studies. They lose interest not just in studies but in all activities. It is also a fact that most schools do not have the proper means to contact parents. Either they deliberately want to avoid interaction with parents so that their weaknesses do not come to the forefront or they consider it a waste of time. “Interaction with parents is a very fruitful activity but sometimes parents can unduly interfere in the school administration’s affairs. Therefore, some educational institutions discourage interaction with parents to avoid their direct involvement as they make unjust demands,” maintained Inamur Rahman, director of studies at a reputable school in Peshawar.

According to an independently conducted survey, 60 per cent of children depend on private tutors while doing their home assignments, 20 per cent are helped by their parents while the remaining 20 per cent do not bother about their assignments at all. This disparity also shows an interaction gap between parents and teachers. In a few cases, private tutors also become instrumental in widening the gap between parents and teachers. Sometimes this role is played by some shrewd mothers who unduly favour their children. A child’s education is like a three-wheeler: unless all the three wheels work in perfect coordination, there will be no progress. fruitless and directionless.
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