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Respect is the sense of worthiness that an individual reflects towards the other members of society. Each school or teacher aims at developing a sense of respect among the children in their classroom in order to promote an effective relationship among all the members of society. 

A respectful attitude allows one to appreciate other people’s qualities as well as accept each individual’s worthiness. This is how harmonic relationships are maintained in society in general and the family or school in particular. 

This concept of respect also plays a prominent role in promoting effective relationships in the classroom. This may be in the form of teacher-student relationship or student-student relationships. Each individual pays respect to the other by appreciating each other’s differences, speaking gently to others, reflecting worthiness of an individual, etc. 

The pertinent questions that arise in this regard are: How do teachers define respect? What is considered as disrespectful for them? What are the consequences of misinterpreting the term “respect” for our students? 

It is frequently observed that teachers misinterpret the term “respect”. They define respect as a trait according to which the students behave as followers and accept all the opinions and suggestions from their teachers “without questioning or challenging” even if what the teachers say may be incorrect. 

Secondly, respect should only be paid to teachers or elders. Elders are not expected to pay respect to any young individual. Still if there is any student out there who gathers the courage to question or challenge any of his or her teacher’s ideas or concepts, he or she is considered disrespectful. In other words, teachers demand unquestioning obedience, i.e., agreeing to all their ideas without daring to ask any questions. 

Students who accept the opinion of teachers and consider their words holy or something carved in stone are believed to be “respectful”. It is also expected that the student’s knowledge should not exceed that of a teacher and he should keep himself restricted to what he gets to hear from his teacher because if he tried sharing any information with his teacher which the teacher was not aware of, then it will be insulting to the teacher and therefore considered disrespectful. This scenario can lead to a situation where that 

particular student will not be given any further opportunities to share his ideas and face ignorance from the teacher. 

On the other hand, teachers usually don’t reflect any sense of worthiness towards their students. They insult them for not doing their homework, ridicule them for excessive questioning, ignore them for being pro-active and degrade them for talking to their friends. Teachers follow a kind of one-sided relationship in which the teacher gets to enjoy all kinds of privileges while the students are expected to fulfill all of their expectations without getting any honour or respect. 

So what would be the consequence of such misinterpretations? The belief has a long-lasting impact on every dimension of society. Students who possess critical and analytical thinking skills are being mistreated. As a result their qualities and skills do not get an opportunity to nurture. They turn out to be acceptors rather than evaluators or analyzers in any situation. This diminishes their leadership qualities and makes them the persistent followers of ideas and opinions rather than inventors who question and follow a different track and prove to be heroes of a nation. 

