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whichwouldenableus to separatethat terri-
tory" (Kashmir: Mr Krishna Menon's
Speeches in the Security Council;
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The effect of an order under Clause (3)
would be to sever Jammu and Kashmir's
links with India. Union HomeMinisterSB

'Ong$$O bt~nJyper-
petrated since 1954. But, afJroviso says that
the recommendanonof the State's Constituent
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an open questionand penmts accordon n,
Article 253 is an overridingprovision for
implementingby law not only a treaty or
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Jammu and Kashmir, it has this Proviso:
"Providedthat after the commencementof
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Westminster, 1930 (on the Dominions' inde-
I pendence), was ridiculed by the Privy

Council in British Coal Corporation & Ors vs
'The King (1935) AC 500. "The Imperial
Parliament c matter of abstract law
repeal or disr Statute. But that is the-
ory and has ation to realities."

No co ignore the facts of history
or the cardinal fact that Jammu and Kashmir
remains a member of the Union; that India
and Pakistan notified withdrawal of the
question from the UNSC, and concluded a
treaty to crown their achievement. India pre-
pared a draft treaty on the eve of the
Tashkent Conference in January 1966; but
"within an hour it was bodily returned to

CSTha,foreignsecretary,records(From
dung to Tashkent,page231).In a White

b Paper on Jammu an ir in 1977,
Bhuttoadmittedthat,q an Article.On

~ August 13, 1 secretary MK
Rasgotraprese e a reatyof Peace,
Friendshipand Cooperation"when he went
to Islamabad.It ran into 14Articles(for the
full text vide the writer's article "No-war
pactparleys";Frontline,January14, 1994).
" The alternativesare grim - continued
strife; an estrangedneighbour,snubbed for
its overtu ; andan alienatedpop-
ulace to whom n ing is offered - not even
relief from violations of human rights. Only
the political will needs to be mustered. The
Constitution 'facilitates' accord.

On the eve o( the signing of the Anglo-
Irish Treaty on December 6, 1921, a wise

. statesnuiU, Austen Chamberlain, counselled
die-hard Unionists at a party conference on
November 17, 1921: "Now and again in the
affairs of men, there comes a moment when
courage is safer than prudence, when some
great act of faith touching the hearts of men
and stirring their emotions achieves a mira-
cle that no art of statesmanship can compass.
Such a moment may be passing before pur,
eyes now as we meet."

Such a moment has'now arri'Vedin tl1e
relations between India and Pakistan
and a great act of faith is required
of both. COURTESY FRONTLINE
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