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no move for-

peace process between Pakistan and tat tna tters ward on Kashmir. He"said that there WaS no
India is to begin in New Delhi to- ., " , '"" " ',' doubt in his,mmdthat the core issue bedev-
morrow.Thismeeting of the foreign , '", ", ' " """.".,.., , illing relatioM between India and PakiStanis

secretariesofthetwocountries,whichwould Mufti Jamiluddin Ahmad the Ka~hmirdispute.Hesaid:"Butifthis
take up issues of peace and security and coreissueisnotbeingaddressedandifIndia
Kashmir,andwouldreviewthe wholeprocess , is intransigent and they say that is all, we are
of negotiations in the composite dialogue hope. The seven point joint statement at the not moving forward, and this core issue is
that have been held so far in various meet- end of the talks on nuclear risk reduction, for out, ,therl all the issues ate' out". PrimeMin,.

, ings between the officials concemed of the instance, spoke of some signilicant decisions ister ZafanillahKhanJamali, talking to Ilews-
two countries. The two foreign secretaries like establishing a new hotline between the men ill Parliamenton Thursdayreiterated the
are expected to fmalise these recommenda- foreign secretaries of the ,twocountries, 'and same' sentiments when he said that Kashmir
tions for their foreign miIlisters,who would sprucing up the already eXistingone between was the core issue, which had to be resolved
hold the fmal meeting of this process in Au- the directors-general (DGMOs)of the two ,'ot! top priority for durable peace inthe re-
gust this year.The present meeting is part of countries. A draft propq$al to formalise at- gion. ,

the eight-pointagendafor thecompositedi- rangementsto notifyeachotherbeforemis- I IndianPrimeMinisterManmohanSingh
alogue that was finalised between the two sile te&tshas,also been presented. Both coun- in his speech on Indian TVon Thursday said
foreign secretaries Riaz Khokar of Pakistan tries haye called for regular working level India will actively pursue the composite ilia-
and Shashank of India when th~y met in Is- m:~etingsto be held among all nuclear pow- loguewith Pakistan and is sincere about <lis-
lamabad on Feb 18 this year. To recall, this ' ers to discussissues oJ commonconcem. cussingand resolvingall issues including
process started rolling as a result of a meet- The two countries agreed that neither of Kashnfu.Pakistan Foreign Officespokesman
ing of the former Indian Prime MinisterAtal' them wouldconduct further nuclear tests ex- welcomingthe statement said NewDelhiwill.,
Bihari Vajpayeewith President General Per- plosions unless in ex,ercise of national find Islamabad sincere in seeking resolution
vez Musharrafand PrimeMinisterZafanillah sovereignty, anyone of them de,cides that of all issues, including Kashmir in accor-
KhanJamalion the sidelinesof the Saarc , dance'with the wishes of the Kashmiripeo-
Summit in Islamabad. The two governments Therealtestwouldlie inthe pIe, andhoped the engagement with India in
on January 6 of this year then issued a joint tf di " compositedialoguewouldberesult-oriented
statement. It pledged to discuss all issues be- OUcome0 scISSIOnson onbothsides.
'tWee"ilth""'etWocountries,iiicIudfirgKasfi'ftiii:'~1iiffiT"""'~O' '"'-,:;;, ~ ~!II; n """r;:~ " ~ ri Iii

Thismeetingis particularlysignificantbe- ' , , '

NOWall tJl.iscomes about in spite of
causein it not onlythe whoregamutof issues havetobeaSsociatedWIththe , ' some snags andjerksthat were felt
in the comp~site dialogue~ be discussed wholeProcesssoonand the

,

wh~n th~ new. Co
,

n~esg..led coalition,
but the most unportant subject, at least from , cameto powermIndia.Thisatmospherewas
Pakistan's point of view,the dispute of Kash- solution,ofcourse,couldnotbe created because of some entirely unneces-mir that has bedeviledrelations between the ' 'd d All h hr " sary comments on Kashmirby the Indianfor-
twocountriessincealmosttheircominginto oneSle, t et eepartiesto eignministerK.NatwarSinghthatmadE!one
sep~te ~xistence,wo~d ~omeup for the the dispute (paki$tanIndiaand feel asu.the Congr~s~ governm~nt,in whose
firsttimemthecomposItedialogueprocess. ",' ruleearlier,KashmirISsueremaIneda f'e~ter-

Nowbefore this meeting,there has been a Kashmirl.s)willhavetocomeout ingsore between the two countries, seemed
highlysignilicantdevelopmentthat is'likely 'th

'

Imbll
'

t" th ' to be followingthe same path. However,later
tohaveagreatimpactonthemeeting.For. WI a wor e so n Ion" ' e the IndianForeignMfuisterseemsto have
eignMinistersof the two countries,Khurshid frameworkforwhichhasbeen come back on the ,original position on the
MahmoodKasun and K. NatwarSingh have , b U ' ' N ' ' issuein the presentpeaceprocess.Afterhis
met in the city of Qingdaoin Chinaon the gIven 'Y 'mted atlons meeting with his counterpart in China, it
sidelines of an international conference. It resolutions' seems as if everything is back on track.
wasthe firsthigh-levelinteractionbetween', Sonowthe t~ startingon'Sundaybe-
the foreign ministers of the two countries " ' tweenthe two foreign secretaries would not
after the new coalition Ie(!by the Congress,.. f" oitlybe watcnedwith' interest but people
and known as the United Progressive Al~ extra-ordinary events have jeopardised its Wo~d hope for some real progress (how lit-
liance took power 'in India. Manythings in- supreme interests. The statement said that tie that may be) 'in the direction of the' solu-
cluding all aspect of relations between the both countriesrecognisedthat their respec" tion ofthe problem. They are tired of the
two countries were reviewed in this one On tive nuclear programmeswere based on'their usu8l foreign office phraseology which in
onemeetingthatthetwoforeignministers nationalsecurityimperatives., ordertoconce~thefailureontheissuemost
held in this Chinese town. The two leaders In between, also came the talks on the of the times p\Its up a bunch of circumlocu-
termed their meeting as 'very positive' and BagliharDam,and the secretaries of both the Tory half sentences to confuse the people.
'constructive'. Theyhoped that there would countries were upbeat about the outcome of For a large number of Pakistanis the main
be considerableprogress in the secretarieg.. the deliberations. Although it appeared that stumbling block has to be removed if we
leveltalks towardsnormalisationof relations some differences remained, the two delega- have to reach the kind of peace scenario that
beTh'p,enthe twocountries.Asa result of this tions, perhaps in a spirit generated by the iS,being advocated for South Asia, the sce-
meeting, one of the decisions, for instance, peace process, givethe feeling of trYingto narioof everlasting and durable peace. The
has been announced on the opening of the overlook the differences. They givethe im~ real test would lie in the outcome of discuS-
consulates of the two countries in Mumbai pression '0as, if everything' went on very sioM on Kashmir.Kashmiriswouldalsohave
and Karachi. smoothly.Similarly,in the meeting on com- to be associated with the 'whole process

In the meanwhile,a number of meetings bating drug trafficking Pakistan and India soon, and the solution, of course, could not
scheduledin thecompositedialogueprocess agreedto shareinformationandoperational be onesided.All,thethreepartiesto the<lis-,
havealreadybeen held.Thegeneralsenti- intelligenceto combatthemenace. pute (Pakistan, India and Kashmiris)will t

ment (it is perhaps more appropriate to call Nowcomes the meeting on Kashmir,the have to 'come out with a workable solution,
it a sentiment than fact because fmal deci. real issue (itwillalso reviewall other matters the framework for which haS been given by
sionshave not been announced),as exhibited and also discuss issues of peace and secl1- UnitedNationsresolutions.Theresults of the
by the interlocutors after the meetings point rity). President Pervez'Musharraf, in an in.. present foreign-secretary level meeting on
to positive directions. The press statements terview to.the' SundayJI'ele~rap~recently , the'iss1iesh'o~d come out with a result that

",atthe end of theltemee~ exl'tWI~~of l§ilJltJtWat~ J!1lt!l1_~ffi¥6ces~~dMl)9~tlW§.»Ie isstie'i.Wthat~dti~1J lJd:JHJ~J1.
Ullb.h". iAtWl"U~."O:~~~ b~~;~~~~'~II;V~ft~~;~~~,~~~~,,~~;:~I~I~~::;.~~~O~r)ft~",)I) ~A-;~~J:Xr:'~~~~r~~~n:~


