
I~i~g~gJamm~ & Kashmir ~ I
I II AI - from the local media iU'ldall sections of sod. thosewho raise the sloganof accessionto Pale.
m az am t( /'tItu4')ety. Stay in Jammu, although without doubts istan and alsoNiw:rilre-MusWfa,althoughde- =

I
and acrimony except seen at the Pandits' cliningin numbers, subscribeto the idea of in. '

H
igherexpectations,deeper suspi.. camps,wastooceremonious.Whatwasquite dependence.AlienationfromIndiadoesnot I

cions, conflicting demands and disturbing to find was that after being <lis- mean that the Kashmiriswant to join Pakistan.
overwhelmingwelcomeunderlined placed from the valleymany amongthem had Yetthe expectationsfrom Pakistanare so high

. ~e firs~ever visi~of ind~p~ndent ab~doned their secular paradigm of Kash- that

.

.eve~.anon"?fficialan~p~ visitby the

..f

'

[

PakistaniJournalists to Indian.administered rmriat and some among them have become PakistaniJournalistson IndianVISacameunder.
Jammu and Kashmir. Fo.r reporters in search communaJised to the extent that they now de- critical scrutiny, including those who practice .

of the other side of the story, to behave like mand carviIiga Pandit state out of the valley Indianlawor demandIndianpassport to travel
Idiplomatswhilekeepbtgin mind disparatepo. not many among the community agree with. abroad. Suspicions about and complaints'
rsitions of the antagonists was a journey The criticism about the neglect of their plight against'Islamabad are on the rise after the di.
through a minefield.Yet,the memberSof the by the media in Pakistanwas right to a point vision of All Parties Hurriyat Conference
delegationkepttheir cooland behavedthe way since it is focused on the valleyand lookedat (APHC). On the issue of opening Srinagar.
theyshouldhaveon a goodwill-cum-reporting Pandits with tinted glasses. Yet,there are na. Muzaffarabadroute, eventhose who opposeit
missionto ensure that the windowto access tionalists, also among the Pandits,who fir cannot afford the reaction from the people
nO-goareas, in this C;lSeacr!>ssthe LoC, is with the tendency to treat the Kasl:\mir«lues- who are cravingto meet their ownon the other

Iwideopened and not shut on their colleagues tionBSa communalissue and Insiston finding side.
fromboth countries.ThoughSouthAsianFree a way out of the quagmire of a cyclical vio- The target of resentment are the Indianse-
MediaAssociation,(SAFMA)broke the barrier, lence. curity forces against whose excesSes and
has ithelpedthe ongoingprocessesor became ,human rights vioIationsthe system of justice
a victimof p~oia? The overwhelmingview among the mid. has failedto provideany relief.Even the most

This was made clearer by the organisers dIeclassesin Jammutakes 'accessionto moderate daughter of Chief Minister Mufti
(SAFMAchapters of Pakistan and India) that India' as a fait accompli,while the Pun. Sayeed,MehboobaMufti,whohilScometo the
the journalists'exchaiJgeacross the LoCwas a jabis and Dograsunderlinethe need forgl'eater rescue of manyaggrieved families,feel help.
part of their effort to allowingmedia persons room to allowreunion of the diVidedcommu- less and seeks refuge behind the 'excuses.a

I freelymoveacross frontiers and accessingin. nities and are muchmore flexibleon resolving heartless administration provides to hide its
formation in South Asia. Carrying no briefs the dispute. In fact their political, intellectual crimes. It does not mean that the people are

I

from anybodyor any party nor becoming in- and business representatives show certain de- .notgettingirritatedwith the'excessescommit-
strumentofthis or that partisandivide,SAFMA grees of flexibilityto bring ~ to their trou. ted by the militants. So overwhelmingis the
had set certain limitswhileknowingwell that bled region and for greater gains the former support for Azadi that even the senior rank
the journalists' delegation will come under J&Kstate can reap from a rapprochement be- and file of National Conference of Abdullah,,
tremendous pressure from all and too de- tweenIndiaand Pakistan.TheirIru\iotdemand People's Democratic Party of MuftI and the J

mandingsides,sinceit wasto a territoryunder was to open Jammu-Sialkot route and allow Kashmirui1itof Congress feel sympatheticto
a~loody-dispute-between.Indiaand Pakistan - free'movementof people. The secular-view the aspirations"oftheirKashmiribrethren.The"
and zealously possesse,d and, variously, dominantamongtl!e urban people of Jammu, . leadership of these parties exhibits a lot of flex.
claimedby the inhabitants of J&K.It became manyamongthem don't liketo be calledKash. ibility,despite their capitulation, on possible

i 'historic' since what should have been a very miris,precludeany divisionon the basis of reo peaceful solutionswhile supporting softening
I normal visit became 'abnormal' due to the fact ligion and feel at greater ease with Indian sec. of the LoC and opposing militancy. Although

that thiswas the first.everjourney undertaken ular ethos. The nationalists,however,demand Hurriyatis divided,and the Ansari factionac.
by thePakistaniscribesin the last 57yearsand a untiedand secularJ&Kthat willbe relatively cuses Islamabad for the divisionand Geelani
againstthe backdropof ongoingcompositedi- independent of both India and Pakistanwith- faction blamesthem of hobnobbingwith tJew

, alogueprocess. .'. out being fullysovereign.Andthere are those Delhi,it can stillplaya crucial role if reunited
No doubt, the visit would not have taken 'nationalists' who wouldwant a reunited J&K and the militantgroups took the back seat.

0 place without, thankfully,the clearance from integratedwithIndili,giventhe levelof assim- There are two broadviewson the courseto
Indiaand ~ at the highest leveland, in. iIationthat has alreadytaken place. resolvethe conflict:Theone who believesthat
deed, this is what made the visit SUSPiciousin Bycontrast, thejourneyto andthrough Sri- Indo-Paledialogue will damage the Kashmir
the eyes of some conspiracytheorists or cer- nagar brought too muchpressure on the dele- caUseand any kind of confidencebuildingbe-
tain sick minds, who in fact suspect every gation due to an awesomedeployment of se- tween the twowillbe at the cost of Kashmiris.
move towards confidence building between curity forces, inflated demands of the The other viewconsiders Indo-Palereconcilia-

, Indiaand Pakistan.The kind of reception and Kashmirisand highpassions of a peopleunder tion process suitableto Kashmiris,if their rep-
, affectionthe delegationreceivedfrom across siegefortoo long.'!'hetwomeetingSthatwe resentativesare engagedto decidetneirdes-

alldividesand regionswas in fact a reflection had on 0\11'way to Srinagar showed an area tiny. Almost every section of opinion in
of the longingthe peoplefeelfor each other in overburdened with the crossfire of securiW Srinagar emphilSisedthe urgency to include
the subcontinent, especially in J&Kfor Pale. agencies and the militants. The people were Kashmirirepresentativesin the talks and want
istan. Except for a very small section among livingunder visible harassment and intimida- the compositedialogueto succeed.Aboutrep-
the displacedPandits,livingin most miserable tion.Srinagarworethe lookof a capitalscrawl- resentation the Kashmiri leadership h;lSno
conditionsin refugeecampsin Jammu, accus- ing on its knees under the burden of both in- problem in showing magnanimityor present-
ing Pakistanof displacingthem and those ele- surgency and counter-insurgency,esPecially ing a foolproofelectoralcourse.The real issue
ments in Kashmirwho consider'negotiations the heavyboots of securityagencies,whil~giv- is that both Islamabad and New Delhi stop
betweenIndiaand Pakistan;ISa death knellto ingthe false imageof the summer capital of a treating the Kashmirissue as a territorial<lis-
their 'cause', the fraternityshownfor~e Pale. state that is supposedto 'eJ\i°Y'a specialstatus pute and, instead,addresstogether the aspira.
istanidelegationfromJammuto Kashmirwas . in fact in reverse.The passions,expectations tions of the people of the valley in some ap-
beyondour and their imagination.Eventhose and demandswere too high, ;ISwe met a large pI'C;ipriateformthat is to the satisfactionof the
who expressed reservations, for reasons numberofleaders,students,lawyers,-journal., twobigbrothers.Thesolutionliesin thepro-
SAFMAor the delegationcouldnot be held re- ists, shopkeepers, men on the street, political cess, not in anYpre-detennined formula. Can
sponsible,in factwantedtiledelegationto visit activists, wailing women searching for their New Delhi and Islamabad dare to get out of
wholeofKashmirvalleyto assess the situation. sons and rank and fileof most of the parties. their straitjacketsand free the Indianand Pale.

- Thosewhohad decidednot to receivethe del. Regardlessof what the parties fromthe op- istani minds from remaUIinga hostage to an.
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ord with cooperation? The prqJ>~~w tffit Bwjth Jhe.
visitwascoristrifned'bytime£a:ndtoo-tighta closeto total unanimity'ana that is:'Azadi Kashmiris,it iswithus."Wl\"oarew~,theIndt:
schedule prepared by SAFMAIndia and the co- (freedom/independence). The aJienation from ans and Pakistanis, to decide their destiny?
ordinator, Editor Ka.shmir Times Mr Bhasin. New Delhi is complete and, perhaps, irre.
The Iatter came under tremendous pressure for versible. More than 90 per cent of the public The W}iter is a staff member
all,,"';nrr the>tle>Ie>.",tinntn mf"etevervbodv opinionis tilted towards independence.Even bntiazalampak@yahoo.com


