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~aii opeif i~su~eCtion. Akh'ta; -MiiSharnif's p'n>P()saldespite all-

Malik was removed from the com. its gusto and many flaws doesthat.
mand just when be was in sight of Even Pakistan's track-two colum-

'

F 1 b
8

'

8

,

' the vital bridgehead of Akhnur nist friend Kuldip Nayar has cau-

romp
' elsclt e across the ~easefire ~e. Indian .

forces then mvaded Pakistan.
I All the three operations were

8 8 launched to secure the accession

to partItIon
of Kashmir to Pakistan or, at least

.~ r to compelIndiat? let.thepeopleofthe state determme Its future sta.

(()tMI'!. III ~ I) ,..#~ tus. These operations, instead, pro-
.y )( ItJ,0 By Kunwar Idris \'--"V ducednegativeresults.India'smil.itary grip on Kashmir tightened,

FOR President Mushar- them both by sending his political the.Indian~ made it a pa~ of the
raf to turn a page both on boss into exile and himself assum- Indian ,Dmon,.and the dissenters
warfare and lb' .t . ing absolute and stern control of ~ere eIth:r ~nbed or bludgeoned
K . P e ISCI e III politics and administration of the' mto SUbmISSIOn.ashmi~ may hav~ come as country. He showsbut little sign of ~esi?es failing to achieve the
a surpnse, but IS wholly relenting that even after the elec- obJectIve, the three operations
understandable. He was tions. ; had two other common features:
the last of the generals Presi~ent Musharraf's latest' the. ~ommande~sfell foul of their
who tried to wrest Indian- exhortation to look for a solution poJjJ:1.£~osse~, and, second andto th K hmir di . ' , more far,reac ~ ' e '

held Kashmir by force but e' as .. spute ill ways IJdee.-ffit~f' ",
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other than military conquest or .,P ~',~~"'4",.",~;"l?, ...",,;aJ;!pr

co not. plebiscite has unleashed both hos-"'~ cIvil affaJ.l'Sof PaKlstan. General
Further, the obvious lesson that tile rhetoric and paeans. It r Akbar was cited as the principal

he has learnt from his five adven- deserved detached and critical r accused and sentenced to the
turous years in international poli- consideration divorced from the I longest prison term in the

tics - un?,amm~ed by a parlia- politics and even the legality of his t Rawalpindi Con.spirac;v trial in
?Ient or ~plomatic conventions - government. The solution that 1?5~.That cons~Iracy, It was con-IS that neIther the United Nations Musharraf has outlined rather vmcmgIy established years later
nor the Muslim world he hopes to imperfectly and in an off-hand by Hasan Zaheer, a fonner cabinet
lead, not even Pakistan's best manner should be viewed as just secretary, on the basis of official
friends and allies, were prepared one of the many alternatives to r~cords, was no n;ore than frustra-
to lend support to a plebiscite in plebiscite. The debate that ensues tion expressed m drawing-room
KaslmIir. not in Pakistan alone but in India discussions on the government's

Kar~1 was a covert an~ limited and in Kashmir might throw up Ka~hmir ,?o,u.cyby some milit~
Ope~tIl '\ The two operatIons pre- some other solution more practica- ?ffICer~ Jomed b;V left-Ieanmg'
ceding. i ,'were more covert and ble and also acceptable to all ~ mtelle~~als - Froz Ahmad Faiz
extenslvL:)J~t ended in a bigger three. and SaJJad Zaheer ronong them.
fiasco. SOln;-'Htter the partition of By rejecting it outright and General Akhtar Malik, after

the s.ub~ lent, as . the threatening to resort to street agi- removal from the command, was
~araJah '" ""ed an~ his sub- tation the opposition has sent a sig. s~t off by. Ayub Khan to a Cento
Jec~s grew j, ~, Bng. (later nal to the government and people smecure Job at Ankara. ~oth
major genert 9ar Khan, under of India that Pakistan would. Akhtar and Akbar were WIdely
the inspiring..;,.. 11:.'de guerre of rather live with the Line of Control' held to be brilliant but maverick
General Tariq\thaWa triballashkar, than seek a better dispensation c°lIllIl;anders who had the making
which the Kashmiri dissidents and short of plebiscite. Nothing would of ~efs: ~at ~bar had some
deserters from the Maharajah's have suited India better. The poli~c~ ~c:J.inatIon was borne out
forces were expected to join on, its Kashmiri leaders who have amuch by his Jommg Z.A. Bhutto's cabi-
mro:ch, to capture Srinagar. The better understanding of the reali- net some years after he was par-
Indian army, however, landed in ties of life are prepared to consid, doned and released. Akhtar
Srinagar before the ill-organized, er any settlement which ends, showed no such inclination but
assorted marchers, diverted by the oppression and brings peace. If the made ,?,Ose~et either of. the ,con-
lure of plunder could occupy its people of Kashmir do not view tempt m which he held his superi-
airport. That gave the Maharajah MusharraPs idea or proposal as a ors for conducting the 1965 war
enough time and excuse to betrayal of their cause why should ; ~e way they did after sidelining
announce the accession of the the people of Pakistan? him.
state to India. By their thoughtless vitriol, the In soldiering, the mastennind of

In 1965, too, a more el~borately opponents of Musharraf have only Kargil, General~us~~af, I?aybe
planned covert operatIOn com- provided an opportunity to India' held somewhat m similar light as

m~ded by Lt. Gen ~tar Malik to restate its position that po pro- generals Akbar and Akhtar - the
f~ed ~o c°;'lvert a ~despread posal which calls into question the plannE7s of the .1948.'I?d 19~5
smImenng discontent m Kashmir sovereignty of India over Kashmir operatIons - but m politIcal skill,
against the Indian occupation into _can be,. considered. - And when it crone to it, he outwitted

By rejecting Mu-
sharraf's proposal
on Kashmir, the
opposition has sent
a signal to the gov-
emment and people
of India that Pakis-
tan would rather
live with the Line of
Control than seek a

""~~~;-~~~ J

Nothing would have
suited India better.

tioned that all that Pakistan can
hope for is softening of the Line of
Control, for no Indian govermnent
would ever be able to muster the
two-thirds majority in the two
houses of the parlironent required
to abolish its sovereignty on any
part of Kashmir. A Musharraf-like
LFO does not work there.

Emotions on Kashmir 'and ani.
, mus for the present reginIe aside,

the opposition leaders should put
forward their own proposals
unless they wish to live in the vain-
glorious hope of annexation. That
would only impel the Kashmiris to
seek their own settlement ~with
India. In any case, life and liberty
in Pakistan have not been an
inspiring exronple for them. The
ainI is to end their agony. Any gain
to Pakistan is inciden,tal but
important.

The politicians as a class have a
selfish angle to consider: So long
as the dispute on Kashmir lasts,
the army will remain in the driving
seat in Pakistan. For the nation
their worrY should be that with
charges of terror and nuclear pro-
liferation swirling around it,
Pakistan will remain vulnerable to
international blackmail or sanc- .
tions if we insist on playing truant.
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