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AI diate lrnee.,jerk response from New Delhi was nity, although it will warrant a lot more J&K-s

m IIZ a m outrightrejectionthatwaSnotsharedbythe pecificconfidence.buildingmeasures.Theyin
worthy Indian parliamentarians who had ap- clude: normalisation of relations and build-

T
here is a widespreadresponse.and qu pr~ciated fdusharraf offer. In fact conii. ing of enough trust between India and Pak.
ire varied, on President General Per. dence buildingmeasure suggested by the Ind istan; end to both militancy and cross bor-
vez Musharraf off the cuff elabora. 0.Pal<parliamentaryconference and some en. der infiltrationandIndian militaryrepression;
tionof the Kashmirquestion to initio dorsed by the President during that ~terac. withdrawal orall cases, release of prison.

ate a national debate on possible options.Mqs tion were later formally ann6'unced by both N ers and an all.Sided ceasefire, including the ~.
t sections from amongthe Kashmiris havew ew Delhiand Islamabad. ' litants; engagementofKashmiris in talks and
elcomed some of his points, especiallyon ala TheJanuary 6 IslamabadstatementsSpeak the process; ,softening of LoC and allow-
lowing Kashmiri a greater say and auton' of ,resolving Kashmir issue to "the satisfac. ing bus service between Srinagar and Muza.
omy,which they have read as independence ( tion of India and Pakistan", and Octo. farabad,Jammu and Sialkotand'opening allp
azadi) They have misread President's read- ber 24 New Yark St~tement quite emphati- oints'to en~r for the dividedfamiliesand clan
ing of geographicalregions as a signal to the callycommitstwosides to explore all "possibl s and tribes; revivingtraditional trade routes,
divisionoithe former J&Kstate, which Pres- e options"on Kashmir.When, during'ourvisit This can be done in the frameworkofIndo-Fra
ident Musharrafhad not ~ggested. Whilethe to Indian-admir:listeredJ&Kand, during, the S k militaryamityand understanding on wider i
opposition in Pakistan was overtaken by ex. AFMAConferenceon Interstate Conflicts,in ssues of security concern of both countries.
pediency in thoughtlessly rejecting the glas- NewDelhi,we reiterated our support to Man-, Re-defmingthe status oivarious parts of J
nast the Generalhad initiated,eventhough it mohan-Musharrafagreement to explore allpo &Kwillbe the most ticklishissue not onlybe-
s!1itedthe civilianand democraticmind, New ssible options on Kashmir,not a single objec.tweenan annexationist India and irreden.
Delhihas diplomaticallyavoidedmakingare- tion or reservationwas shownby anybodyfro tist Pakistan,but alsoamongdifferentethno-li
sponse through media, despite recourse to pr m the Indianside. It was, ra1;J:ler,welcomedby ngual and religiousgroups of J&K.India and
ess leaks sayingno to "secondpartition"or re them. Even,the evaluationsand reports writ- Pakistan are unlikely to vacate their respec.
drawing of borders". Did the General com. ten byVariousscribes fromthe journalists gro tive parts of occupied KashnUrwhose inhabi.
mit a blunderoI' take yet another V.turn? up didnot come under criticismin India.The tants don't want a,diVision,even if they dis.

It requires courage and straightforward~ Declaration of the SAFMADelt)i confer. \ agreeonaccessionto thisor thatcountryori
ness to speakup yourmindin politics,more so ence, attended by 57 leadingPakistimiana m ndependence. Although Pakistan has in for.
in diplomacy, especially when most emo. ore thail150 Indian journalists, on Indo-Pal<~ mal constitutional terms kept AJK as an inde-

tive and divisiveissues are involved,in con. elations emphasises a simultaneous ap. pendent entity with Northern Areas sepa.'
flictsituationsin particular.Nobodydaresto st proach to improverelations and resolvethe K rately treated at a municipallevel,,Indiahas c
irk hisneck out or becomethe proverbialfirst ashmir issue: "Therewas a consensus that Ka onstituti()naIlyannexedKashmirunder anoth
drop ofrain. Perhapsno one else,exceptthe C shmiri intere~ and aspirations needed to be ~rwisemost reducibleand also enlargeableta
DAB-Presidentremembered in,popular per. addressed"and "onlya Solutionfrom whichal g of "specialstatus". Here comes the issue of
ceptionas a fightingsoldieror identifiedbyme I parties felt'they had gained would be vi. options.'General Musharrafhas dared to ask t
diaas the allegedcaptainofKargilboys,could able in the long run", What's ~ong with a wi he Kashmiris, the Indians and the Pakista.
dare open a debatein publicthat has been goin n.win option GeneralMusharrafhas asked to nis to debate all options, including 'khood-
g behindthe scenessinceLiaquat-Nehru,Bhut explore? One wonders! mukhtari' (self.determination), joint con.
to-SwaranSinghround,Naik-Mishratalks and, trol, andrcondominium(s) or UNtUtelage.
lately, Dixit-Aziz behind.the.scene diplo.

L
et us ~ow focus on what Pres~dent Mush BetweerLVajpayee and Musharrafit was re

macy. What the General had spelt out with. arraf had meant. Wi1;J:l1;J:lechange of time cognised that both plebiscite and LoC as per-
, out identifying his preferred option but en- s, co.relation of forces, the ways to reo manent line was not acceptable to the two sid
couraging the range of options to be debated is solve contradictions and the tactics to achiev,e es, However, even the hawks in India talk a:bo
not new to the informed circles. What, of cour obj~ctives, that never remain constant, also un. ut sol,utions that are ready to grant a step-dow
se, was new (and there a:I'emany points to be d dergo changes. Those wRo, remain a pris- n 'independence', at least to the Valley,with-
iscussed) was that he is the first leader to have Ollerof old times and formulae and refuse to ta out compromising formal territorial sovereigil
initiated a debate in order to defreeze most fro ke into(accolint the changing ground reali. ty'in the hands of India. Leading analysts, at-
zen positions that have not taken forward Indo- ties fail to achieve, even what can be achieved. tached to officialdom on both sides, also show
Pal<dialogue in the past 57 years. He is abso- And General Musharraf has proved, on more th preference for a variety of solutions found an
lutelyright in admitting that the Indiarl'lead. an one count, he is cognizant of the dynamo d implemented elsewhere, such as Aland Is- I

- ers also concede that no solution is possi. ics of change and is responsive to appropri. land, the Trieste model! 1;J:leAndora expert. ~

ble within the framework of stated-positions. F atealterilati~es. IdentifYingthe regions, he has ment and the Good Friday agreement on Nort
ormer Prime Ministers Vajpayee and Nawaz Sh ' produced a geographic ~ading of J&K that sh hem Ireland, All these living examples show h
arifsaidit, PrimeMinisterManmohanSinghan uns secularobjectionswithoutignoringany'M -ow conflicts over territories an,d aspira~

, d PresidentMusharrafhavebeen sayingthis an ustirn-rruijoritypart. In fact it is closerto Chena tions of the concerned people were ad-
d there is a long list. b formulaand goesbeyondthe valley.Muchne dressedwithout a loss offace to the claimants

What distinguishesMusharraffrom his pre gativereactibnfromJ&KIsdue to overwhe~- of territory.Awin.winformulacan (;)Illyemer
decessorsand interlocutorsis that he has kep ingviewagainstanydivision8.$,opposed to Ne ge, as a by pr!>ductof a sustained process wit
t his words that if Indiawilltake one step he w Delhiwhich is unlikely to accept redraw. hout pushing India and Pakistanback into the
willmatchwithtwosteps.Beforean~afterth ingofbordersoranotherpartitionrootedinth ,rsamegroveof territorialclaimsand mak.
e Agra Summit,this was he who kept repeat. e un-acceptance of the Partition of the sub. ing one lose at the cost of the other and, abov
ing offerof talks anywhere,anytimeand at an oontinenfbymastIndiahs, both secUlar,andHi e alJ"lettingKashmiris determine their fate i
y level. In response to Vajpayee'5 second ini- ndu commUnal.Thosewhohavemade it do no n a physicalcontextthat the two stateswould
tiative,Musharrafofferedhis first ceasefireth t understandthe c;riticismin Pakistanoh t1\.iSc li,ke to ether jointly or separately super.
at was disrupted by the attack on the In. ount. Hispurpose seemsto be, in case the re- visewithout losingsovereignterritorial hold i
dian Parliament. When Vajpayee again ot~ gions at stake are to be identified and divi- n a formalsense. The Generalhas donewellb
fered his hand of friendshipfrom Stinagar in sionbecomes aIlloption,that he can layclaim y opening the discussionwithouttaking a V.t
Aprillast year,Musharrafrespondedwith ceas on almQStSOpercent dfJ&Kthat Indiais not lium or bhmdeljng:Whysl\ouldanyboWfeel s
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dressing the IndIan parliamentary dele: pied regionsofuJc\K,as'prqposedby hifu,nas '.. ,
gates to SAFMNsIndo-Pal<parliamentarycon been welcomea.,by an overwhelming opin- / The writer is a staff member
ference in August,2003,at Islamabad.Imme- ion in J&Kand the internationalcommu. irntiazalampak@yaboo.com


