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President Musharraf's recent proposals, on how to move
forward on reaching an. amicable settlement of the lin-
geringKaShmir dispute, have e~oked a great deal of in-
terest among all sections of the population. He has

I picked up the courage to say something, which was, so far, con-
:sidered to be taboo. The diehards dubbed any one suggesting a
solution, other than implementation of the UNresolutions, a
traitor.Hasthe Presidentgone back on what he has been saying

I

~ far on the Kashmir issue by breaking new ground?
There are four main points, which have been put forward by

the General as food for thought. One: The State of Jammu and
Kashmir coul9 be divided into seven zones, instead of treating it

Ias one whole political unit for the purpose of eliciting the views
6f the Kashmiris. Two: These zones should be demilitarised.
Three: Their status should be changed. FOur: The valley may be

'cbntrolledjointlybyIndiaandPakistan .
It The opposition, as expected, has ~ected it outright. They be-
nevethat Musharraf has made a U-turn on Pakistan's Kashmir
policy. To'them it amounts to a betrayal of the Kashmir cause.
Saner elements in our society have taken it in the spirit in which
the statement by the President was made. The propOsals are only

I 19Udthinking. It is meant to start a debate on a vital issue, which
I liis defied solution since the last fifty-seven years.

I

Let us
.

examine the various elements of the President's pro-
posals and see whether he has deviated substantially from the ex-
~ policy on Kashmir. Are th~ proposals against the inter-
est of the Kashmiris and will they prejudice Pakistan's vital
interests?

Before we do so let us look at the ground realities. Although
96% of the people who live in the Valleyare Muslims overall they
form only 69% of the population. Jammu is a Hindu majority area
with Hindus being 57% of the population. True the distrtcts of
Punch, Rajauri and Doda are Muslim majority areas but Doda
is not contiguous to the areas, which could fall into Pakistan.
Kargil does have a substantive 84% of the people being Muslims
1M Leh has only 12% Muslims.
~. The other fact, which must be taken into consideration is that
.#'ar is no longer an option as both nations are nuclear powers and
cannot afford to enter into a conflict with each other any more.
the APHC is divided and the Kashmiris are getting tired of ritili.-
tMcy.After 9/11 the distIDctionbetween freedom struggle and ter-
il6rism'has become blurred. There is, therefore, a need for re-
Il\mking and looking at new ideas for settling the issue of Kashmir.
IJ National policies are not sacrosanct or revealed scriptures,

Whichcannot be altered, come what may. As long as the objective
remajns un-altered, the tactics of reaching that goal can vary in
flarmony with the changing internal and external situation. The
~dini1'pointof Pakistan's policy on Kashmir was to compel
fudia to accept that Kashmir is a disputed territory and that the
iYashmirismust be given their right of self-determination. The Se-
~tnityCouncil on Kashmir adopted twenty-seven resolutions be-
tiween 1948 and 1971. In all of them what has been emphasised
is withdrawal of troops by India and Pakistan and the holding of
a plebiscite as soon as possible after the troops have been re-

I diJeed to the bare minimum required for the maintenance of law
and order in the state. India was permitted to retain around 8,000
troops and Pakistan 3,000.
_. The suggestion that has been made by the President is in ful.
filment of the UN resolutions though the manner in which they
are to be implemented has been given a new iIDgle. What are
someoftheoptionsthatneedexamining? ,
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tanks in the United States recommend that the LoC be made an
international border. This may be acceptable to India but cer-
tainly not by Pakistan having sacrificed 80,000 lives and after
supporting the cause of the Kashmiris in Indian Held Kashmir for
fifty-seven long years, n9 government in Pakistan would be able
to retain power if it agrees to even a modified LoC formula. It
can be ruled out. Similarly, the Chenab formula will not be ac-
ceptable to India as even Jammu and Laddakh will fall into the
areas coming to Pakistan.

The idea of a partition of Kashmir along ethno-religious lines
had been proposed by Sir Owen Dixon and by Zulfiqar AliBhutto
when the latter drew a line on the map of Kashmir indicating
areas which could come to Pakistan and those which can be re-
tained by India during the Swaran Singh-Bhutto talks in the 60s. ,
Several political analysts have also been suggesting the division
of Kashmir along religious lines.

Another option is for Jammu and Kashmir to become inde- .
pendent. Amanullah Khan, Chairman of the Jammu and Kashmir
liberation Front (JKLF) has been demanding ~ the third op-
tion should be included when the Kashmiris are asked to give
their choice regarding the future status of their homeland. The
present slogan in the valley is Azadi not Kashmir bo:nega Pak- '
istan.

The United Nations resolution limits the choice of the Kash-
. miris to either join India or Pakistan. The third option has

not been stated in the documents. India will not be
amenable to such a move as it is faced with a number ot:seces-
sionist movements in its North East. Giving independence to
Kashmir will be a bad precedence for India, as it will encourage
the northeastern states to step up their demand for independence.
also. Independent Kashmir will not suit Islamabad as it will se. '
vere the physical link with its most trusted ally, China. The con-
trol of the jugular vein (waters of the Jhelum river) will still be I

under the control of an outside power, which could at some point
of time become unfriendly to Pakistan. China too would feel con-
cerned, as an independent Kashmir being a soft state will gravi-
tate towards a major power. Beijing would not like Washington
to have a military base alo!1gits sensitive border.

The Good Friday Agreement where ajoint assembly is being
talked about in Northern Ireland could also be applicable to an
autonomous Valley.Joint control of the valley would of course
need an absence of mistrust and suspicion, which is still not pre-
sent in the context of Indo-Pakistan relations.

There are some military analysts in Pakistan who maintain
that the pot in Kashmir should be kept boiling as it is a means of
~ the attention of the international community towards a
nuClear-flashpoint. According to them, it compelled India to come
to the negotiating table. Ending the militancy, they say, would re-
duce the pressure on India. But after 9/11 major world powers
do not accept non-state actors people. It will be difficult for Pak-
istan to continue supporting militancy in the present international
climate.

Pakistani journalists who have recently visited Jammu and
Kashmir have come back with the impression that the Kashrniris
are tired of militancy. While they are bitter against the Indian se-
curity forces, which are carrying out atrocities, they are also
angry ~ the freedom fighters that engage in killing civilians. ~

It is time to discuss all options on Kashmir with an open mind
so that our decision makers can be apprised of the points in lfavour and against each option. The goal remains the settlement
of the Kashmir issue to the satisfaction of all the three parties
concerned.
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