
.Coreissue 'oncentre-stage
'.

K
ashmirhas once again come to

i\ occupycentrestage, one.wayor
IL- another.First, there wasthe visit

ofthePaki~journalists to In-

I dian Occupied Kashmir on Indian visas
with all the repercussions. Then there was

I

the issue of what was reported from there by this group and what
was omitted -and the diff'ering approaches to reporting that be-

I came clear within this group. Whatever the case, clearly for Pak-
istanis there was reason to take note and update ourselves on the

I viewsfrom the Occupied territo,ry . e~peciallyin terms of the
I Kashmiris perceptions!misperceptions of Pakistan and its poli-

cies.Thatthe alienationof the Kashmirisin the valleyfrom India
Ii}VaScompletewas reaffirmed,but so was the growingmistrust
9\~f the Kashmiristowards Pakistan.WIththe return of the jour-
b,nalists,a seriesof informalmeetingsand discussionshave been
fliset in motion -all of which are needed.

Fbllowingfromthis, though totallyunconnected,carnea con-
r{Jferenceon Stability, Peace and Security in South Asia organ-
...ised in London, on 25-26 October, by three groups - the Justice
19Fbundation-KashmirCentre London, the Kashmiri American CoUll-
anctl-Kashmir Centre Washington, and the International Council of
.rHuman Rights -Kashmir Centre European Union Brussels. And,
nJcoincidentaJly,in the midst of this conference, has come the most
9flmportant development on the Kashmir issue -the statement of
'{IPresident Musharraf on the 25th of October that specifically talks
-of'an alternative solution to Kashmir in contrast to the traditional
(.JPOSitionsof.both Pakistan and India. President Musharraf has cat- Wthin this context, then, it was refreshing to hear an In-

rblf!gorically declared Pakistan's traditional position demanding a, dian speak outside of this posture, as Gautam Navlaka,
-uplebiscite as impractical and India's position of wanting the LOCas a political anaJyst from New Delhi, did. He accepted that

~

the international border as unacceptable to Pakistan. He has also most of the human rights abuse -eighty percent as he put it -was
i,.laidthe base for a possible division of Kashmir by stating that the perpetrated by the Indian security forces. Of course, he then went
:.BeVenregions of Kashmir differ from each other on the bases of on to echo the Indian position on the freedom fighters -that while
,geOgraphy, ethnicity and religion. This of course calls into ques- the Hizbul Mt{jahideen were 3.!\indigenous KasPi.. &tOUR,t)1e-

-..non the primacy of the notion oHhe-predominanceof a single trouble arose from-fighters and groups from outside. He had lit;..
mfKashmiriyat" identity. Pre1ident Musharraf has gone on to sug- tle to say when it was pointed out that support for struggles does
-4test a national debate on finding an acceptable solution for the come from outside but that does not alter the indigenous nature
II/Kashmirdispute and then also suggested one such option premised of the struggle -with Americans of Irish descent giving money
-Jiondemilitarisation , autonomy and possibly either joint Pakistan- and weapons to the IRA, Britishers fighting against Franco in the
II;Indiacontrol over the territory or some fonn of UN supervision. Spanish civil war, Muslim fighters fighting in the Afghan war
,,/b Presumably,.in terms of autonomy, President Musharraf must against Soviet occupation, to name just a few historic examples.
'{!:beseeing it outside of the framework of the Indian Union, given The conference also highlighted the multiple strands of the
J:his ~on of the LOC-as-a-border solution. And, given the fact Kashmir issue and Kashmiri groups with all their strengths and
ii-that the Kashmir issue is not simply a territorial dispute but an weaknesses. The tragedy of most Kashmiri families is over-
-tJissueof the right of a people to self-determination, self-rule under whelming for the Kashmiris; but they have failed to reach. out ef-

some initial international supervision - either jointly by Pakistan fectively to the civil societies of the West. Kashmir has not caught
-.iillIldIndia or by the UN- may be a more viablecontext for the the imaginationof these civilsocieties and their medias as the
OInotionof autonomy. Palestinianissue has done -especiallyin Europe.After,overfifty
;1;>/ Beginning with the notion of demilitarisation, one could fore- years of struggle, the Kashmiris' just cause remains largely un-
jft5eea scenario with the following steps: 10 begin with, the,ground known or, after 9jJ 1, Jargely misunderstood. Yet, the Kashmiris
-Jil\eeds to be laid for moving towards a viable solution, As prepa- fight on and shed their blood in the wake of Indian occupation.
p"ration for this, demilitarisation could be a first intennediate step, That is why it is imperative to find ajust and viable solution.
')Jbut this can only come about once there is a simultaneous cease- Once again, President Musharraf has, through his proactive
J".firebetween the mt{jahideen and the Indian security forces in approach, put the ball firmly in India's court. Let us hope India
,tnOccupied Kashmir. So, a ceasefIre within Occupied Kashmir will respond more positively this time round th<Ulit did when we ;

'f\Wouldbe a necessary first step, to be followedby demilitarisa- declared a unilateral ceasefIre alopg the LOCand moved our
_~on of both sidesof the dividedstate. forces awayfrom it. India's response then was to try and com-
'TI' Accompanyingthis,thereshouldbe a UN;supervisedprepa- pleteits illegalfencingalongthe LOC.Indiamustnotmistake
~..l'ationof a register of Kashmiris and the Kashmiri region they be- Pakistan's national confidence and security to suggest bold and

long to: This process would allow Pakistan and India to negotiate pragmatic approaches to conflict resolution as weakness.
-9fhe choices they would allow the Kashmiris . for no agreement Pragmatism is surely a prerequisite towards moving in the di-
tocanbe lastingwithoutitsacceptance by the Kashmiris. rectionof resolvingtheKashmir issue.Butwe, for our part, must
-J;:; Inorder to ascertainthe viewsof the Kashmiris,optionsneed not confusepragmatismwith capitulationor abandonmentof all
mtobe presented to them and their views ascertained through norms ofjustice. That is whya debate withinthe country is a ra-
-'l6Omefonn of a referendum -perhaps premised on regional di- tional starting point - but our minimalist postures must be clear
nivides. This would be different from the plebiscite envisaged in even as they remain unstated. And, in the final anaJysis, pragma- .

1rtheUNSecurityCouncilresolutions. tism requires a recognitionof the fact that at the end of the day
'~(J Another important intermediate step would be to allow it is the relentless struggle of the Kashmiristhat is compelling

I !l;greater movement between the people of the divided state -but both Pakistan'and India to move towards seeking a resolution of
on Kashmiri identity papers, not passports and visas of either the conflict - and any solution requires acceptance by these brave

~ or India. After all, in the fifties the Muzzafarabad-Srina- and suffering people. Anything less will not only be unworkable,
!legarbus service operated without passport requirements;'i<9'JOlq 9 it Wi1llberandmult'toodl tht5§e.whodmte laiddJJ1m

,

ltIeir.1tites.fmrl,

~rl However,these wouldmerelybe intennediatei$tep&.J>'ldbmIJla.;usl;~e_mth81t lli;tgfii:baIty1:S:islPI'ft&!~ ~

1()!Verycritical steps in influencing a final settlement.ofrthoJissue.., JillianYPak.i~i8 alBogg9 {ilu1aa~T)1 -tf'{aif' ':ItJ fI'I'.<.s 't .

mComingto anactualsolution,some facts haveto be clarifiedbe- ,
More ~1'!,1ion can be affected.Fbr instance,wouldthe focus The views expressed by the writer are her own
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be on the whole state of Jammu and Kash-
mir or primarily on the Valley?What would
comprise the former during negotiations?
Here again, the Kashmiris need to be taken
into confidence if decisions are to have
long-term validity and acceptability.

Once these issues are resolved, there are some existing mod.
els that can provide ideas for a Kashmir solution. Most of them

. were discussed in an earlier cob,Jmn. ~ most interesting and rel-
evant model that needs closer study is the Andorra model of joint
sovereignty over a largely autonomous territory that has gradu-
ally moved towards greater sovereignty and is represented in the
United Nations as a member state! The joint Spanish bishops- .

French sovereignty worked well enough to allow the territory to
become a most affluent, tax-free entity.

Solutions are there, but mindsets have to alter on both sides,
of the divide. However, one cannot alter the nature of the dispute '
from being one of a people denied their legitimate right of choice
to being one of merely disputed territory. In Pakistan, the debate
on Kashmir has existed for a while now but in India there is al-
most no discussion beyond the confines of the official position.
The present London conference focusing on Kashmir has high-
lighted this most glaringly. Indian scholars/analysts showed a re-
luctance to participate. The Indian analysts approach to dealing
with the Kashmir issue continues to remain primarily confined
within the bounds of the official Indian position.


