
What isIndia'st>if?~

gameplan on Kashmir?
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being peI'Inittedto travel to each other's country. are more pressing needs as far as they are con-
Anof them go back with fond memoriesof the hos- cerned. They do want normalisation of relations,
pitality extended to them by their neighbours. But between India atld Pakistan, especiallythose who
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the reported secret,negotiations be- and durable peace rem3:insunattended. , fitfromincreasedtradebetweenthetwocountries.
. tween Tariq Aziz ~d J N Dixit, the Why is that so? What,are the ground realities They feel that if it can be achievedwithoutwaiting

, overttalksbetweenthe leadersofthe bywhichwe mustfirstrecogniseand modifyour for a solutionofKashmirsomuchthebetter.
two neighbourson Kashmirhas been a dialogueof Kashmirpolicy accordingly.Both the RIP and the The international community, is concerned
the deaf, with India ,unprepared t() listen to any Gongresscontinue to maintain that the State of about another conflict breaking out between India
kind of suggestions. The light, ~hich Gener~ Jaqunu <UldKashmirhas been', is and shall be an and Pakistan, whiCh may lead to a nuclear, ex.
Musharrafhad seen,at the end of the tunnel, after integral ,partQfIndia and any attempts to separate change but is not willingto go beyond felicitation
meeting'Prime MinisterManmohanSingh in New it from the country willbe resisted by allnecessary between the,two nuclear neighbours.
York,has dimmedand we continue to grope in ~he means. The ,BJP,reject a plebiscite, calling ita' It is becomingevidentthat India is trying to ex-
dark trying to find a way, which will lead WIto.the r-lehru,vian blunder. Despite the fact that Prime tract commercial, political and strategic benefits '
fulfilmentof the promise made by India's reyered Mi~ster.Manmohan Singh is reported to have from Pakistan by keeping the issue alivebut deter~
Prime~r, Ja~ LalNehrp, to the KashrniIi agreed to lqok ,~toptions I()~the solution of the mined not to yield even an inch,of tp.eterritory
people. , . Kashmir,problem),e has categoricallystated that ~der its occupation. Im\ia is wanting to drive a

Talks continue tQ be held ,on all the issues, any re.drawing of boundaries ,isnot acceptable to hard bargain knowingthat'Kashmiris a core issue
whichhave bedevilledour re1atio~hip but no sub- India." . , for Pakistan and that President Musharraf is want-
stantive talks ,on Kashmir have even begun, (!e,spite ,1 ',Th<;>ugp:thewdian army has suffered more than ing to solve it even it be a truncated KaShfuit',
the fact that Pakistan has shown the maxiinuma thousand casual~es since .tIle (reedom movement
flexibilitY possible. Why is that ~o? What is India' ~ in Kasluttir sJ;aite(in 1~89 its senior officers be- '

More specifically India wants the total stop-
game plan on Kashmir? Wha
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.teWt911~s,tO.eir,ngnt ,,:,°:wne,rs,the ~orp, =_=cause ure' . ts are stillac- throughPakistansoasto reachouttoAfghanistan,1

fighters, the APHCor ~'smodifiea poliCy, tive. PakistanijPurnalistswhorecen~ visited IRK an~ gentral As~a.~efore it agrees to the Iran,oil
on Kashmir?Should we ex~ectthe Unite~ States came back"itA,theimpressi()nfhat the Kasljrniris and gas pipeline it wants Pakistap,to pur<;h~E)
to put pressure on Indiato untie the Gord()nKnot~ are ~ir~do~the JdlliIJ:gsbQthby the freedo(llfight- . diesel from India. Pakistan must reciprOcate bY'

It is ~rue that India hIlSat last accept~4 that ers aJ1Q,bythe ~C!lrity for<;es., ' givingIndiaMFNstatuS. , '

Kashmir is adi!!pute, which needs resolution, The APaC, which comprjses some twenty dis- So wharShould Pakistan's policy be on Kash.
though many in the South Blpckrefer to it as a p~ate parties, has split into ~i> factions. While mir? TheLoC cannot be accepted as an mterna-
problem not an issue. Prime ~ter Vajpayeedid the pro-Pakistan elements is,no~prepared to have tional border. Pakistan has shown enough flexibil-
launch a so-calleqpeace initiative with Pakistan a'dialogue with t~e Indi~, ,Abb~ Ansari, who ity and should insist that a solution of Kashmiris
when he visited S~agar on April 18 2003. He heads the moderate faction, is not ave~ to.New onlypossibleif the concerns of allthree parties are
even extended ,ris hand of friendship but ~~ was peW'§ offe~()fneg()ti~~~()~.The,present Indian addressed to sincerely. .
conditional on the !itoppingof the' all.egedcross- leadership is prepared to satisfy the Kashmirisby The ARC must put their own act together and
border infiltration and destructip~ of tliealleged6ffepng'them comp} ittPndfuy,Perhaps"even resolve their differenc~s. Work towards one ac-
terrorism infrastructure. "Only ~hen,\V'o1.¥dthe ri/oretliartwl.\atisgitheiu under Article 370 cepted goal. Pressure on Inilia can be exerted by
doors of talks open", said the former priJ;neminis. of the Indianconstitution. The sky is the limit says the APHCif theyfIrstprovethroughan election
ter. ' ManmohanSingh. that they truly represent the majorityof Kashmiris.

, Musharraf clamped down on the terrorist or- Tl1~regional solution presented,by~usharraf The freedom fighters have to win the goodwillof
I ganisations,not because Vajpayeewantedit nor to- has been rejec~edas; according to 'the Inqians, it the Kashmiris and not carry out killings of inno-

tallybecausethere was pressure fromWashmgton, smacks of the two-nation theory as it is based on cent men and women. They should comille their,
t but because they had become a d;ulger to Pakistan religiousgrorinds. To them there are orily, three militant activities against the security forces only.

as well.When the infiltration died down botl).the geographical divisions oC,Kashmir , Jammu, Although some senior retired militarYofficers
BJPand the Congressagreed totalk to Paldstanon, Ladakh and the Valley.Since the Indian prime believethat it is onlythe freedom fighters that will
alloutstandingissues, includingthat of Jammu and Minister was not even prepared to listen to such deliver Kashmir to Pakistan, even if it takes an-
Kashmir.India did respond positively when Pale:. a suggestion it was not even brought up by other 50 years, I would not go along with that as-
istan announced that it is unilaterally ordering a ,ShaukatAziz,during his:recentmeetingwithhis sessmentofthe presentsituationin Kashmir:Use
ceasefire along the LoC. The Indian government' counterpart in New Delhi. India is afraid that if of force should graduallygiveway to peacefulfie"
also proposed an unconditional dialoguewith the the Kashmiris secede from India the, separatist gotiations.
moderate faction of the APfiC, headedbyAbbas movementsin the~ortheastwouldbe evenmore FbreignSecretariesof the twocountriesareto
Ansari. The Indian Chi~fof ArmyStaff agre~d to difficult to handle. Even Puryab and TamilNadu meet on December 22. Hopefullyj;heywillremain
withdraw40,000 troops from IHK,as according'to might re-open,theirdemand ofleaving the Indian firm on the movement forward of all issues, even
him there has been a substantive reduction of in- Union. , though some may come closer to an agreement
filtration into Kashmir. To the ordinary Indian,Kashmir is not a major ~thanothers.

A peacefulenVironmentpresen~ prevails with problem worth spen,dingone's efforts on. Poverty,
a record number of people from all walks of life unemployment,housing and villageelectrification The writer is a retired Lt Gen
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