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n t Ik ~qj p~~~st)fiii~cm:pwmat"'=di-a:J'Ugtre''i~ tlretrelatIOnsIS made condition<i1 r ,

pea ce, a '& upon the will of ~e ~shmir absence ()f a single
fi\ - . A) VI . ./. tv people,the composItedialogue h f
.Y (7VVY B M H A k . ~ ' co~d come up against some for- co erent reedom
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. II hurdles, Apart from India's psy- group

'(HERE can be no argu- militantsopposedto his contact ch~- thebeliefthat~s~ is which can claim to
ment with the fact that WItljthe New ue1hI government. an mtegral p~ of Indian,temto-
there c b . It is not easy to determirie as ry - the milita.ncy which has, speak on behalf ofan ~no meamn~- to which Kashmiri party would now become ~ mtegral part of h
ful peace between India have the credentials to be repre- the ~trug~e m. Kashmir could testate as a
and Pakistan without a sented in the composite dia- manifest Itself m ~ther ~spects whole
satisfactory resolution of logue. Practically all of them ofl ~e ~o countrIes' bilateral .
th ,. have the reputation of being the re a~onship. .

e Kashmir di~pute, proteges of the intelligence serv- . It IS,fr~~uentl~ SaId that the
It also goes WIthout saying ices of either India or of nse of militancy m the Kashmir

that there is as mu~h stake in the Pakistan. There is' hardly any peo e s s ,e or se - er-
successful conclUSIOnof the com- party which does not bear the atIon has been a e

p~site dialogue, begun earlier odious reputation. h)dia has tr~- r estat;ion ?f nrll!tant Hindu
this year, for the Kashmiri peo- ~tionallv ~; ~ t~e c~~mn11"h,;mIn Tn,)",generally.pIe as for the people of Pakistan ational Confprpnr<>::"rIPrl hy It IS,also g~nerally known ~t

and India, What happens to Omar Abdu1l~ "~~~ f 'ts the. mcreasmg frequency of the
Kashmir ,will i~evitably be f°1!!.lder Sha;kh Ah~"~~~';::~s antI-:vr~slim riots and !he crimi-
refl~cted m re~atIons between most renre~ent"t;'TP of the nal mdiffe~ence ~howed ?y the
India and Pakistan. However, Kashmiri ~ople.Pakistan does state m~<:h:inery m meetIng its

even though India appears to be not trust the ~'~al responsI~ility to save the lives of
somew~at reluctant .to describe C~erence as Sha~ ~~lJflh the Muslims h~ve strengthened

Kas~ as th~ c?r~ Issue ~s in W~dOS~ asso::p ~~;biji the ~~rceptIon that theeffect IS what It IS m relatIon to au "nrl t Np . ah Kashmiris would not be safe if

the dialogue. never trusten him. they continue to be treated as a
Of course, nobody at the out- There is a baffling multiplicity part of Indian society. ,

set. d~clared Kashmir to be the of parties clainIing to be the gen- .Ho~e~er, a major problem
mam Issue or that there could be uine freedom fighters in Kash- WIth gIvmg the Kashmiris a veto

no unde~standing between India mir. Even the number of parties over the composi~e dialogue is
and Pakistan on any of the sev- which"liave groupea themse'ves the a~ce of a s~g),e coherent
eral aspects of their bilateral in the All Parties Hurrb'et ~hmir freedom fighters group

relationship without the assent Conference (APHC~di- w ch can claim to speaK onof th: Kashmir people. It would rl.2!Ially tru~ted by akis is beJfalt of the state as a wliole.
be faIr to say that the participa- estimated ~here between 12 ~fl:ere are score~ of frpp.y;m
tion of the representatives of the and 20, One Kashmiri writer s.rld fi~~s' parties in Ka~hnM! who

~ashmiri people ~~s not visual- tii'at'it'Compnsea as many a.i.,34 all.claim to he,"qJ,allv re12resen-

!Zed as a prer.equlSlte of the dia- parties. Moreover, the p~es in ta!!.ve of the will of the KaSJiiIriri
l~gue., Yet, this appears to be the t:l:Ji:APHC are m no sen."se omo- people.. -
sItuatIon on the ground after geneous. Some of them are more mili-

abou~ 10 months talks between l~U and Kashmir tant than the others, ~e
the lI~terlocutors of the two Liberation Front (TKLF) wS re ~ted to be ro-
coun~~. , a~rently founded in.-l'ak;~t.an P. stan~. are looked u on

India IScle~ly not prepared to b~ IS now w~ rre~ented WIt , S.u~pICIon by the TndijJn
acc~rd Kas~ the priority that inside the state, ar e oup of autJiO.riri:es.Others are regarded
Pakist~ believes It deserves. Kasnmm &eedo . as enJo~g th: patronage of tJIe
Addressmg a gathering of the . b Mujahideen, which main- In"lli3Tr mtelligenCe ~~rvic~.
Pakistani community in London tams that me strugg!~ tor the lib- According to a politica 1 anaJy~t,

the other day, President Pervez er~n IS ih ~a~ a Jill,ad. ILls thLmost funqamental division
Mu~~af s~at~d emphati~ally =suppo~a by the Taillij.at- b~ee~!he Ka~hmir nliJi,tantthat Kashmir IS the key Issue 1- , not versallypopular groups ~deologJ.cal: those;ho

and we have to move forward." in ~SL<i!' ~en,~ thE> favour mdependence and ose
Pakistan's insistence that Har at-ul-~sar. said to ,con:is1 w~ favour acce~~lOn to

without Ka~ there c,an be l!lrgely of Afghan who :re P~sta.n' .no worthwhile progress m the active m MghaIIistan and came ~s, relatIons hptw'.een

composite dialogue - even ~;Kas~ atter the Afghgn ~o~mg Kashm;~ ~ ~vethough it qas not said so in so w enae, here are a dozen eten~rated to thp pv'on! that
many wor~s, - virtually gives o~ many of them strongly they fight mor~ am~em-
the Kashmiris a veto over the supported by militant orthodox selve~ than agamst the (Irulian)
talks. Pakistan has also made it elements. Ses;.urltv force~ h,,~p,) ;11Jhe
clear that progress since the There are members of the 0 d state. <?l!,May 21, 1990, the top
talks on Kashmir has to be "in s vm on d Ka~mln leader, Mirwaiz

tandem" with any discussion of the taran-i-Millat. to ~~. farooq, held in esteem practIcal-
the confidence-building meas- l'hC!!!e matters there are often ~y~ all secnonsot the ~
ures (CBMs). It could imp~y that strong ditterences amonUhe pe Ie, was shot dead in his

a measure of understanding on leaders m me same D~cal home an s ely
~ny of the other contentious party, leadmg to r-urrller facti9ns perceI~~ y a section- of
Issues woull;l not mean very and divisions. It would ~re ~ashmiris as the action of some
much without an understanding \'? I "' .....
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pot be easy for Pakistan and
India to agree as to who tr.w.
amongst them should be includ-
e<rm the dialogue.

M1l1tancy in ~shmir has beep

on the rise and in prOifirtiQ!Llotl'ie extent of human n ts viola-

~n~nfl1cted '~ ~hes peonle hy .hp Tn~hT\
security forces occupying the
state, Not all the governments
installed by New Delhi in the
state rose through transparent
means and this too, has led to
severe bitterness among the
Kashmiri people,

A brutal administrator
inStalled bv New Delhi in
Siinagar was the retired civil

s~vant l";lamotra J a~monaii.w 0, surpnsmgly, was given two

ienures.~e w,: parn~h~h m s me ods of gov~r-
na~ce and was the one who

ordered ~ upon the mon=-ers in the eral procession_of
JIlirwa!Z Monammaa Farooq.
So,ple 24 persons were k;]Jp,) Hi~
tenure saw much rise in militan-

~mmcITya~, ' :!lIa or i!!fi nationals also
managed to infiltrate into tbe
statein large numbers at the end

of Afghanistan's war again~e
SOVietKUSSIa.They have ~;=;fi-

c~~dded to the jitrenPth ofill tants and could be diffi-
CUlt to nanwe by Pakistan -if
gi~n the responslbili of being
a OCI mposite

'alogue.
India does not appear to look

upon with favour at all the idea
of associating any Kashmiris
with the dialogue. However, it
would be unfortunate if the com-
posite dialogue were to be
stalled on this count. Perhaps,
!;hehigh-level emissaries of India
and Pakistan who are said to be
engaged in behind-the-scenes
talks would be able to suggest
some means of saving the dia-
logue from being stalled,
Perhaps, the international pow-
ers such as the US would also
lend their support to the dia-
logue.


