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he "atoot tang" syndrome,has become an in~~ral part
of the statements emanating from the Indi

,

an
,'

S
,

id
,

~
,

' This
,,

:
,

" l'

has happened at a time when Paldstan aIJ,dIndia are,
'engaged'in dialogue for achieYing,a,p,ea<:efuli'I'esl:it~~'i

tion of the Kashmir issue" The atoot ang~h&Swa,df#'tJ,mte! I
difficUlt to analyse the Indian approach. It would'se,em'.t~~t,"

there is ~o l;lldianpo~c~ iI1sigrt, i,hlorge~f ~\> f~d ~~~I,~t~PTh\~i,:,
theconllictm'Kashmir. " ".1',' I" !""""I"'Pii, j

The recentlYconcluded'lndo-Pakistan foreign secret~ !~vel',
talks have be~n,seen &8.ia positiv,e$tep;' ~d' reslllted from the:
commitment to take the peace process foi"ward and explore
other ,confidencebuilding measures. Significantly, the positive
aspect came about in the backdrop ,of Indian foreign secretary
Shy~ Saran's statement stressing that 'Kashmir is an integral
part of India,' This does not send a good signal, and creates
doubts about the Indian approach on Kashmir, as it could be
utilising dialogue as ¥I instrument to pusq forward a well-con-
ceived strategy on the, Kashmir issue., " '

I The present peace process'has come 3fter a volatile standoff
between the two countries that led to an eyeball.to-eyeballcono!
frontation,As expected,the internationalco~uhitY w~p~r;1i

turbed given the nuclear capabilities of both,. The possibWty, of I

'~calculation'was there and the situation was likenM,tq:~~:, t

Indiafeels thatwithtimeit could'chang~Ji;'"J
~ - '!" "', - -- -- !'-;"- ~ i'!!:."",-"~,,,,\,

thesituationinKashmirorcontainth~,', I,'!! I
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co ICt. ut t ISWl" no~wor" as~,ell 'l,ri,\i'III'
Kashmiris'struggle,for,s~It.a~~~rtnw~~Jp~)II;11\
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tries are 'talking. Bunt is important foi'thetalkl:! to be mean-

. ingful and the time factor respected in order to achieve a solu-, tion. Pa,kistan has stated that 'talks' .were positive ,and will
continue:It'rightly declared that India's persistent claim that
the entiie Jammu ari,d Kashmir was its territory would not be
nelpful in carrying forward the dialogue process. Also All Par-

,ties Hurnyat Conference CAPHO),leader Syed Ali Gilani, ,in a
television comment, did not appreciate the Indian eXPression
of 'atoottang' on Pakistani soil.,' , . , '

R~gardingthe Indian foreign secretary's assertionthatInqia I

is representing Kashmir, it should be noted that at the conclu-' ,',I
sion of.these talks Pakistan stressed for the need to associate I

Kashmirireprel:!entativesWiththe dialogueprocessregardillgi I
the disputed state, and also to end the repression and violent
suppr~ssion of human rights of the KashIJliripeople. ':, *~i

At the ,end of talks Saran returned "with a sense of iopt~m~' ~
that there is sincerity and commitment on ,both,sidest9;~~e" rl
this process forWard."Am!yet, nothing has'be~nl$bieve1':R~!!)'1
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only pqintof aonveJ."gehcevisiPle~th,ea:gNemeNt"to'm3k~lif~:~\'

e~i~rJor pe?p\ep~ bdths\des,{i', ' ""'Viji"" il:"f;/,:"I.i;N"II!~1i"~\II'\1'I
India's str
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to the feeling tnat,there:.may be.m()Fe.tol'thisthan:!meetSt~ eye,',' '
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i~ CBMs"beforeaddressing the sensitive ,issue of Kashmir.But:
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,also creates the impression that,all is well in Kashmir. This
,helps India in conveying internation3lly t~at it is sticking to the

, dialogueprocesSwhile allowingit to carryon with human
rights abuses in the occupied territory. " "," i,

Ttle Kashmir issue is caught between, hope anditime, ~4ell. limiteq optimism related to it will suffer ifthe',tiffi~ sparr!ID,find-.:
ing it solut,ion is too long. The recent faUure,ofthe,~gl.i~ar' \
dam talks is I!.case in point. Reports suggest that India,r~~'11
pedited work on the project and recruited hundreds of ~di:\i"
tional engi~eers .fQfits early completion, while P~tan ~~' Mil,"
cided to move World'Bank on the issue", ,," ':',i ,

. India feels that with time it could change th~ situati6n .ini: ,I
Kashmir or containthe'co'nllicU3ut this will,n:ot~.od~~'~Aii, 'i
Kashmiris'struggl~for self-determinationhas sto,od,the f I'
time.Onthe otherh~, timewillin~ernati&ri1ffiY"eXIW,:}pt
intentidns, \,', , , '""",";""'.,,,,;,::
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Inthe'60s,
Karachiwas
a peacefulcity,
Backthen,
eventhecriminal
underworld
usedto obey
certainrules
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W
HAT would the
world look like
without \ wea-
pons? Very safe.
At least Karachi
would be a

peaceful, more colourful and
safer city, with no gtm-toting
individuals around.

Forty years ago, Karachi was
a completely different. city
from what it is now. Imagine'a
couple returning from a mar-
riage ceremony on a motorbike
after midnight. It would nei-
ther be waylaid nor robbed by
anyone, and safely reach
home. Think about a lonely
person sitting on a rock near
an old church in Clifton, recall-
ing his romantic past and try-
ing to reconcile himself to the
gloomy sight of a setting sun.
Or for that matter, spare a
1l1oughtfor young boys return-
ing from a cinema hall, walk-
ing to their homes commenting
On merits and demerits of a
film. No policeman would stop
and ask them why they were
roamfug around at an ungodly
h.w.u;,

.~I.~~:"~ ~'"1f"i ~ ~"'~ ~ ,~
..II--_~~- -"'. I

II

al rituals. In those days, a large
number of cars, mostly belong-
ing to affluent families, could
be seen outside his house
where he performed certain
rituals. He made enough
money, but when some other
syndicates came to know about
him, he left the city.

One crime that never came
into the limelight was the
trade of flesh. Although its
main market was located in
the centre of the city, it had
many dealers. Perhaps it was
the only crime which was oper-
ated from outside Karachi.
There were professionals who
used various methods to keep
the business going. One style
was to lure girls from the poor
segment of society into getting
them good jobs and were sold
in the red light area. The other
form was to marry an innocent
girl, bring her to Karachi and
turn her into a prostitute. Then

there were girls who
would join the profes-
sion because of abject
poverty. But all these
forms had the blessings
of the police and the
dadas of the red light
area. The sY/item
worked with such intri-
cacy that once the girl
was. brought in she
couldn't1 get herself
freed. TIiesystem still
prevails, but on a larg-
er scale and with more
cruelty.

The whole scenario
changed when a move-
ment was launched
against the late
Zulfikar All Bhutto in
1975. Violence took
over Karachi. Fire
arms became show-
pieces and were used
frequently. Killings
were rampant. Bhatta
became a part of the
system. New dadas
came up with gtms in
their hands, and the
old dadas followed suit.
In 1977, when Ziaul
Haq took over, a new

nhenOTT"""Cm .Qf" b.eroin and

A city without guns
By Shaikh Aziz

dadas) were jailed, Secondly,
their links with influential men
was never severed.

In the same era, Lyari and
other parts of the old city pro-
duced an underworld that
would not entangle itself in
these "high investment" busi-
nesses. They had two cate-
gories: one that used to run
gambling dens, pick pocketing,
cover up for prostitution and
earned profit called Aanki or
the 16th part of a rupee of tpe
profit. Rising from street mug-

a more respectful manner.
Underworld gangs are a

worldwide phenomenon. As in
any other ~xpanding city,
Karachi too has its own kind of .
underworld. In the '60s and
'70s it held sway all over the

, town, influencing everyone,
from normal businesses to
showbiz. Many individuals
wer~hand in glove with the
people belonging to under-
world, yet the common man
never felt as unsafe as he feels
now.

As far as objectives
go, the criminal under-
world of that era was
not different from its
successor, The only dif-
ference is the mode of
operation, targets,
products under trans-
action and the end
result. For instance,
heroin did not exist in
those days and since
safer., intoxicants were!
available, there was no
question of dealing
with such businesses
with a small margin of
profit.

The most lucrative
business was smug-
gling of gold, silver, for-
eign cloth and electron-
ic goods. By applying a
strict import policy,
such, things used to
reach the market
through the backdoor.
The system worked
like a well-knit net-
work with informers,
carriers and distribu-
tors ensuring safe'
transaction of money.

S I ' f Id -.-'muJ:U1:mg 0 ~o '

bars and a number of off-
licence shops. These entertain-
ment places had their own
staff to run the business but
there were always some trou-
ble-makers. These business
houses employed dadas and
deployed them to shoot trou-
bles, There were always squab-
bles rand quarrels but these
men handled them deftly with-
out disturbing the various busi-
nesses,

Bhatta was in vogue, but not
on a large scale. It was the syn-
dicates' informers who would
point out probable targets for

stab wounds.
In those days, kidnapping

for ransom was a rarity. While
in the interior Sindh banditry
was a common scourge, kiit-
napping had not gained popu-
larity with the bandits.
Highway robberies were the
worst crime that occurred,
while in Karachi there was no
such activity that would alarm
the rich who used to visit night
clubs and places of amusement
of their own choosing without
the help of guards. Burglary
was considered an inferior
crime, therefore Karachi ban-
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HAT would the
world look like
without wea.
pons? Very safe.
At least Karachi

I

would be a
peaceful, more colourful and
safer city, with no gun-toting

I individuals around.
Forty years ago, Karachi was

a completely different .cit>y
from what it is now. Imagine"a
couple returning from a mar-
riage ceremony on a motorbike
after midnight. It would nei-
ther be waylaid nor robbed by
anyone, and safely reach
home. Think about a lonely
person sitting on a rock near
an old church in Clifton, recall.
ing his romantic past and try-
ing to reconcile himself to the
gloomy sight of a setting sun.
Or for that matter, spare a
tJIought for young boys return-
ing from a cinema hall, walk-
ing to their homes commenting
on merits and demerits of a
film. No policeman would stop
and ask them why they were
roamfug around at an ungodly
hour.

Four decades back, night
club-goers lived in their own
world and no one would leave
till the attendants put the
lights off. On their way back,
neither their cars would be
flagged down nor would they
be hounded for being squiffy.

This doesn't necessarily
mean that Karachi in the '60s
and the '70s was a peaceful
city. It had its fair share of
good and evil like any other
metropolis of the world. This
also does not imply that back
then the criminal underworld
did not exist. Individuals and
gangs were there. The only dif-
ferertce w~s that of 'values'.
While the ordinary white-col-
lared man stuck to his moral
values, criminals adhered to
their own ethics - perhaps in

never felt as unsafe air"!! f'eeU
now.

As far as objectives
go, the criminal under-
world of that era was
not different from its
successor. The only dif-
ference is the mode of
operation, targets,
products under trans-
action and the end
result. For instance,
heroin did not exist in
those days and since
safer. intoxicants wel'el
available, there was no
question of dealing
with such businesses
with a small margin of
profit.

The most lucrative
business was smug-
gling of gold, silver, for-
eign cloth and electron-
ic goods. By applying a
strict import policy,
such. things used to
reach the market
through the backdoor.
The system worked
like a well-knit net-
work with informers,
carriers and distribu-
tors ensuring safe'
transaction of money.

Smuggling of gold
created a huge circle of giants
who manoeuvred smuggling of
precious metals. Most of the
names that were linked to this
business included some people
from Thatta having easy access
to the sea. The business flour-
ished to such an extent that
Ayub Khan had to use martial
law to put a leash on it and
when he acted harshly some
smugglers threw pretty good
amount of. gold into the sea.
Some of it was retrieved by the
divers of Pakistan Navy.

Some smugglers were put in
jail and others disappeared.
But the fact of the matter is
that their networks remained
intact. Reason being that they
had organized syndicates th~t
did not become inactive once
the smugglers (many known as

PI:-fit. Rising from street mug- point~o~tpro'6'lfb'f~t;;:gE!ts f~-;' crime, therefore Karach an-

gel's, these men became mas-
ters of risky trades that always
faced police action if proper
connections were not main-
tained. They came up with syn-
dicates and provided various
services. For instance, one
dada used to provide cinema
publicity work, linemen
(responsible for a disciplined
ticket sale at cinemas and
ensuring the bulk of tickets to
be sold in black market) to be
shared by these dadas and cin-
ema administration. No new
dada would dare disturb this
system. Even contracts would
be awarded for such tasks.

The other syndicate dealt
with bars, casino-like clubs,
night clubs and bingo clubs.
Only the city's Saddar area had
five popular night clubs, 12

bhatta. No poor man or a man
with limited means would be
targeted. Only the rich busi-
nessmen and tycoons were to
be aimed at. And that too in a
very secretive manner, In
exchange, the syndicates
would provide the so.called
security or become henchmen
for the rich.

The most aStonishing factor
was the use of arms. Vadas had
guns but rarely used them-
Their henchmen never even
kept a gun. The only weapons
they had were either a knife or
a khurdaTl'!. Khurdam is a
hunter of mild steel with a
hammer at one end and can be
tied to the waist concealed by a
long shirt. Daggers would be
used very rarely. It would be
big news if someone died from

dits did not practise it. Instead,
they would prefer breaking
into houses, calling it a symbol
of bravery. But it too had its
masters. This kind of organized
crime was not committed by a
group of desperadoes, but was
designed properly and accom-
plished according to a certain
plan. In such an operation, as
usual, no single group would
get involved, instead dada, the
police and some influential
people would be partners.

Interestingly, there was a
bandit who acted without any
support from outside the ring.
He was a bearded man who
used to live on the Allama
Iqbal Road. He used to call
himself a saintly person, com-
mit robberies and in the
evening would perform spiritu-

there were girls who
would join the profes-
sion because of abject
poverty. But all these
fOnDShad the blessings
of the police and the
dadas of the red light
area. The system
worked with such intri-

cacy that once the girl
was. brought in she
couldn't. get herself
freed. The system still
prevails, but on a larg-
er scale and with more
cruelty.
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The whole scenario I

changed when a move-
ment was launched
against the late
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in
1975. V:iolence took
over Karachi. Fire
arms became show-
pieces and were used
frequently. Killings
were rampant. Bhatta
became a part of the
system. New dadas
came up with guns in
their hands, and the
old dadas followed suit.
In 1977, when Ziaul
Haq took over, a new

I

i
phenomenon of heroin and j
Kalashnikov was introduced
into Karachi. And thus began a
~ew story of the criminal
underworld that's yet to reach
its end. Nobody knows what
will happen to the crime cul-
ture in vogue.

The world of crime can
never comes to an end. It can
only be controlled. But that's
not an easy thing to achieve; it
is closely related to society, its
standards, values and above all
the economic conditions that it
lives with. The Karachi of the
'60s and the '70s was less
volatile because of the social
conditions and economic pat-
tern that were prevalent at the
time, quite in contrast to
today's Karachi which is a
havenforcriminals. .


