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Kashmir the world's most beautiful prison-
Representative Javier Salana and External Relatians Kashmiris have been killed in a day in state custady.
Cammissianer Chris Patten against the repart. It paints aut that the Internatianal Cammittee af the
Additianally, the EU ambassadar to. India Francisco. Red Cross cannat visit all detentian centres and the
da Gamara Games was summaned to. the External UN special rapparteur an tarture has nat been grant-

. Affairs Ministry and canveyed India's displeasure. ed permissian to.visit Kashmir since 1989.

~ The'Indian gavernment also.allegedthat the repart The repart refers to. the existence af the dra-
, was creating abstacles in the way af the angaing canian Preventian af Terrarism Act (POTA)
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peace pracess between India and Pakistan. What which, in the delegates' view, virtually guarantees
vv' r can we make afIndia's autburst? , impunity far India's security farces in Kashmir. It

~
(\ -./'? To.understand the Indian autrage we need to. also.brings aut that the Natianal Human Rightslaak at the recammendatiansaf the delegatian, Cammissiandaes nat enjaythe rightaf scrutiny
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s well as Indian-adminis- OVerthe army ar the palice and the judiciary is
~ \1"1 tered Kashmir. The repart begins by painting aut impatent in human rights matters.

. !b' that there are three parties to.the Kashmir dispute, The abservatians give lie to. the Indian claimH U S SA I N namely, Kashmiris, India, and Pakistan. It empha- that except far isalated vialatians, fot which redress
sisesthe need far the participatianaf all three in any is available,everythingis hunky-dary in the Valley
effart at canflict resalutian. India may grudgingly an the human rights front.Mr DavidBawe, a mem-
acceptKashmirisas a partybut has no.mind to.can- her,.ofthe delegatian,has expres~edhis amazement
cede the same status to.Pakistan. at the concentratianaf Indian troops in the Valley

That the Indian view is untenable is evidenced that, in his apinian, is unprecedentedin the warld.
by the fact that during the early years the Kashmir Accardingto.him: "Kashmir has been turned into.
dispute was discussed in the UN Security Cauncil themast beautifulprisan in the warld".
under the agenda item "India-Pakistan questian:. ,,' Anatlwr point in the repart is theIecammenda-
Similarly, the Kashmir resolutians were entittea ;<~tlfili1"tatheiGOvernmentaf India to.let the United
"The dispute between India and Pakistan" imeJ. NatianS' Military Observer"Group in Iildia and
"The situatianbetween India and Pakistan". WlibJ.°dfISKki~tan(lrNMOGlP)praperly 'Carryau~its man-
during the 1962 Security Cauncil d~bate an date by'allawing and facilitatingit access to.its side
Kashmir India denied Pakistan's locus standi in af Kashmir. Th,ereport bases the recammendatian
the matter, Sir Zafrulla Khan cauld nat resist. an the premisethai India is a keen supparteraf the
remarking: "And naw it is beginningto.be said ... UN in general and participant in UN missians all
that Pakistan is nat really a party to.this [dispute]. aver the warld in particular.
It is anly, I suppase, aut af charity that we are even This recammendatian is bugbear to.the Indian
permitted to.spe~k an this questian." The abserva- Gavernmentwhichhasdane everything-tomake the
tian is as relevant taday as it was in 1962. ObserverGraup ineffective shart af scrappingthe

Next natewarthy paint in the repart is the agreement by virtue af which it was established.
indictmentby the delegatian af the Indian military This is a part af the braader Indian strategy to.
presence in Kashmir, which, with roughlyane sal- excludethe UN.
dier to. every ten civilians, it describes as huge. Anather recammendatian, which deserves aur
ReferrinKto.the psychalagical pressure af day-ta- attentian, is the delegatian's prapasal to. the
day "stap and search" aperatians the repart empha- Eurapean Parliamentto.appaint a standingrappar-
sises the sense af being in a war zane. It abserves teur an Kashmir. The purpase is to.make the rap-
that human rights abuse by the Indian security parteur the facal paint af cantacts to. allaw the
forces feeds the cycle af vialence. Up to. 17 EurapeanParliamentto.stay engagedwith Kashmir.

From the Indian paint af view, the idea is no.less
mischievaus than assaciatingthe UN.

, Cantrary to. the Indian allegatian that the repart
criticisesIndia alane and letsPakistan aff the haak,
the fact is that it adapts an even-handedappraach.It
takes Islamabad to.task far barring pro-independ-
ence candidatesfram electians in Pakistani-admin-
istered Kashmir. It also. deplares in unequivacal
terms the vialence perpetrated by militant graups.
While acknawledgingthat there is less infiltratian
across the LaC, it urgesPakistan to.do.mare to.curb
the activitiesaf militant groups.

One wauld like to. campliment the European
Parliament far nat lettingIndia get away with mur-
der in Kashmir and far debunking Indian propa-
ganda that mast af the militants are infiltratars
from acrass the LOC. It says: "in the Valleyitself
it wauld appear that themajarity are indigenaus".
Mr Gahrtan, a member af the delegatian needs to.
be particularlycammended far daring to.plead far
a plebiscite in Kashmir an the ground that a cam-
mitment was made by the UN as well as the then
Indian prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.
Incidentally, the Eurapean Parliament's stand is in
sharp contrast to. the ane taken by anather
Brussels-basedbady called the International Crisis
Group (ICG), which has tried all alang to. twist
facts an Kashmir to.please India. .

The Pakistan gavernment shauld seize the
appartunity affered by the repart and persuade EU
to.pressure India. This is gaing to.be an uphill task
because India is much mare impartant to. the EU
than Pakistan. Besides, there are already indicatians
that India has taken up the repart with the EU to.
bring the latter araund to. its paint af view. Pakistan
shauld also. take advantage af the repart thraugh a
publicity blitz. One hapes that the incubus af India
accusing Pakistan af tarpedaing the peace process
wauld natinhibit it from daing so.:

. VIEW

IJAZ

Contrary to the Indian
allegation that it criticises
India alone and lets Pakistan
off the hook, the report in
reality adopts an even-handed
approach. It takes1s1amabad

"'to taskfor barring pro-
independence candidates from
elections in Pakistani-
administered Kashmir. It also

deplores in unequivocal terms
the violence perpetrated by
militant groups

THE REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN
Parliament's Cammittee.an Fareign Affairs released
recently in Brussels has led to.a hullabalaa in India.
Describing it as "biased, interventianist, aut af bal-

. ance and inaccurate", the Indian External Affairs
! Minister Natwar Singh has protested to.the EU High
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