Pragmatism versus freedom

The divide is clear now with the people of Kashmir on one side and Musharraf and APHC leaders on the other

By Azaz Syed

The visit of the delegation of All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) to Pakistan seems to have sparked a controversy on both sides of the Line of Control (LoC). The APHC leadership in fact came quite close to President Musharraf's proposals by way of a solution to the Kashmir dispute. Some observers have dubbed it a success of the Pakistani establishment.
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 President Musharraf and APHC leaders on the other. Kashmiris across the border, especially those who sacrificed their near and dear ones for their land, are hesitant to accept what they call a 'pragmatic solution', which they think would continue to change according to the whims of the United States and India.

APHC delegation comprising Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, Abdul Ghani Bhat and Bilal Ghani Lone, was welcomed in Islamabad by a mega-protest arranged by the Muttahida Jihad Council (MJC). More than ten thousand heirs of the martyrs were present to 'greet' the APHC leadership. They chanted slogans against the delegation members terming them 'sellers of the sovereignty of Kashmir' at the hands of both India and Pakistan.

"Our 1.1 million brothers rendered their lives for the cause of freedom and not to sell out our sovereignty. We are not ready to accept anything less than the freedom or our right of self-determination. We are following the two-nation theory and we will not accept anything contrary to that. Earlier we watched Indian troops on the line of control but Musharraf's proposal of 'joint management' would invite the Indian troops at Kohala as well, which is unacceptable to us," said Abdullah Ubaid while talking to The News on Sunday (Ubaid was one of the main organisers of the protest rally held at Aabpara in Islamabad).[image: image2.jpg]



In order to prove that Musharraf's proposals failed to secure popular support across the Kashmir valley, an unprecedented strike was observed on January 18 in the occupied valley. Hardliner Kashmiri leader Syed Ali Gillani had called the strike which was then tipped as a clear verdict by the people against the 'pragmatic' plan.

On the contrary Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who is leading APHC, seems convinced that the solution of the Kashmir issue lies in these very proposals. "We want the solution at any cost. India and Pakistan have no stakes since both are observing a ceasefire along the Line of Control. But it's the Kashmiris who are dying on a daily basis."

"We think Musharraf's proposal are workable," Mirwaiz said in a recent interview. However when people asked him whether these will be acceptable to the families of martyrs Mirwaz replied: "Any solution unacceptable to the Kashmiris won't work."

Musharraf's proposals of self-governance, demilitarisation of the disputed valley, irrelevant borders and joint management of LoC are already supported by the pro-establishment forces, the PML-Q, MQM and Muslim Conference in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). However the anti-establishment parties like Pakistan People's Party, Jammu Kashmir People Party, People's Muslim League, Jamaat-e-Islami in AJK and Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front have vehemently rejected the proposals of Musharraf and its approval by the APHC.

APHC delegation also met with the President PML-Q Ch.Shujaat Hussain, Chairman Kashmir Committee Hamid Nasir Chattha, officials in foreign office and some other important dignitaries. These meeting turned out to be mere photo sessions.

Interestingly, all the parties including the Jihadis and the liberals are standing side-by-side in rejecting these proposals. "We reject them since they do not contain anything about the self-determination of Kashmiris and APHC leaders are blindly approving them," says Amanullah Khan, supreme head of Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front.

It is in this complex background that India and Pakistan are all set to launch their fourth round of the ongoing composite dialogue. With India not having outrightly rejected the Musharraf proposals, the issue will be further complicated if the Kashmiris on both sides of Line of Control did not agree on any of the proposal raised by both India and Pakistan.

Response to the APHC delegation's visit to Pakistan in the valley has again proved that against the Kashmiris' desire, India and Pakistan are settling their own political matters -- in the name of Kashmir. After the Musharraf proposals, the Kashmiris struggling for the self-determination seem reluctant to repose trust in Pakistan especially if it does not include Kashmiris in the Pak-India dialogue.

 

