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By Iftikhar Gilani

It is not enough for the officials and politicians
to just condemn these killings and incidents.
They must bring those responsible for such
attacks to justice '
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At the time of their deaths, they were working
on stories of great importance: J Dey had
exposed Mumbai’s powerful cil mafia and
money-launderers and Shahzad had revealed
how al Qaeda militants had infiltrated the
Pakistan Navy. Between 1992 and 2010, 27
journalists were killed in India, while, according
to Committee to Protect Journalists (CJP),
Shahzad was the 37th journalist murdered in
Pakistan since 1992.

of them worked for publications and
were operating from the metros. But, one shud-
ders at the fate of journalists working in state

militant groups and the mafia. Few years ago a

teporter with Amar Ujala miraculously escaped
from an Uttar Pradesh Police net, when they

allegedly tried fo stage his encounter. More

recently, the Jammu and Kashmir Police filed

an FIR against 2 London-based Kashmiri jour-
nalist, Nayeema Ahmad Mahjoor, for her views

.an Facebook, accusing her of ‘inciting violence
"on Facebook’, Onfuneﬁ an unidentified per

smﬁredahﬂldalMuhammaiAﬁanhan,
55, near the Lal Chowk area in Srinagar. The

'pdmehadmuithath{elqooofhadblamedthz
: for the killing. But, the correct reading of -
" her message on Facebook shows that she had

only quoted some published media reports.
The violent events in Held Kashmir in the
last summer and the Amarnath land row agita-
tion in 2008 also highlighted how vulnerable
the journalists working in Srinagar are. Tom
between the guns of security forces, militants
and renegades (pro-government militants), the
press continues to remain a soft target. A small
community of not more than 200 i
(out of which 84 reporters are accredited with
the Department of Information) a dozen have
so far lost their lives since the onset of mili-
tancy in 1990. More, worrying is that the com-

munity is suffering in isolation, with little con-

solation from either the national or interna-
tional fraternity, barring on a few occasions.
Perhaps the first enforced disappearance that
came to light in Held Kashmir was that of a
Jjournalist. Mohamamd Sidiq Sholuri, senior
calligrapher with an Urdu fortnightly magazine
Takbeer, left his home for office in 1989, but
never reached an;

ywhere. _
While militants have issued threats, kid-

nap;xdpmahslsa:ﬂevmhmmedmﬂanmhas
of newspapers in the past, the government

not lagped far behind. In 1990, then govemor
Jagmohan ordered the arrest of a young journal-
ist Surinder Singh Oberoi and the closure of
three

under the infamous Terorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act. At present, there are
two journalists in prison, one held under the

Official Secrets Act, who has been under deten-

~ " tion since 2004 and that too without trial

Eminent Kashmiri journalist Shujaat Bukhari
was kidnapped last year by unidentified gun-
men. He managed to escape.

Photojournalist Muh.a.mmd Magbool
Khokar (better known as Magbool Sahil) was
released from the notorious Kotbalwal Jail in
Jammu after three-and-half years without trail.
Many requests by the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court and the National Human Rights
Commission for his release were ignored. The
; high court twice urged the
authorities to drop charges

do good journalism in Held Kashmir. The leader
of a major political party once summoned the
editor of an Urdu daily and made him to walk
barefoot in the market for publishing reports
inimical to his political interests. In another
case, two political parties stormed the office of
a respected weekly Chattan on similar grounds.
A decade ago, when the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) split, the war-
ring factions had warned the press of dire con-
sequences if they camried reports of the rival
group. Not knowing how to respond to the situ-
ation, the Indian- held Ay &
Kashmir press stopped work |

"__ J; 'otlrmoy Dey had cxposed

\?ealed how al Qaeda militants
‘had infiltrated the Pakistan Navy

against him, but no decision was taken on it
Unfortunately, this case did not evoke the sym-
;aﬂ:yofdwpmlmmnmmydehL
Even in the where militants are
mvolved,ﬂmpohcchxvcshawnhﬂlemm
investigating cases of killing of journalists. Like
the 1991 murder of Al-Safa editor Mohamamd
Shaban Vakil, a long list of such killings and
attacks have still remained a mystery. In 1992,
another calligrapher Ghulam Mohammad
Mahajan was dragged out of his residence in old
Srinagar and killed in cold blood along with his
younger brother in full public gaze.
The thrashing by the security forces and
the militant groups are not the only deterrents to

for 11 days. A faction of the JKLF beat jounal-
ists who had been invited for a press conference
at Hazratbal complex. Their crime was that they
had arrived late by about half an hour because
they had gone to aitend the praycr ceremony of
a colleague’s deceased grandson.
Masood Hussain, now a special corre-
of The Economic Times, is a typical
case who has faced the wrath of both the pro-
India renegade militants as well as militant
outfits, A towering separatist leader, himself a
writer, sent his goons to harass him in 1989

. for writing agajnst him. A few years later, the

Hizbul Mujahideen issued a death warrant
against him for exposing certain dealings of

one of its commanders. Two years later, when
the renegade militia took over, they also
issued a death warrant against him for writing
against their leader Kuka Parrey, Fortunately,
he survived all these threats.

In India-held Kashmir, every scribe has a
story to tell. Yusuf Jameel, a respected journal
ist who was working with BBC and Reuters,
had several narrow escapes. The parcel bomb
ﬂlatdanncdthchfcufanotherpmhst,was
meant for him. His office was attacked with
grenades. Threat was a permanent feature of his
life. He was awarded the Intemational Press
Freedom Award by the New York-based
Committee to Protect Journalists.

In 2003, Ahmad Ali Fayaz, the Srinagar
btmuchiefumeailyExcelﬁor,rwcivcda
threatening phone call from a senior officer of
the Border Security Force, who identified him-
self as Deputy Inspector General Desraj. The
officer threatened to shoot Fayaz.

Nane of it has stopped as yet, not fully. Few
years ago, a young reporter survived an attack
while sitting in his office. The doctors said that
it was a miracle that he was now leading a nor-
mal [ife. Bullets went through his nose but
missed the nervous system. The last victim so
far has been Parvaz Sultan, the editor of a Jocal
news agency, who was gunned down in his
office, apparently for reporting a feud between
two factions of a militant group.

Bukhari recalls the trauma when he,
along with a group of journalists, was taken
hostage in south Kashmir by a pro-govern-
ment militant outfit called Ikhwan. “I was
among the five who were locked up in a
room, and the self-styled commander was

direction in our presence that he
wanted the five lives to be converted into life-
less bodies by the next day, “ he recalls. They




_dards,” he wrote.
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Kashmir was a challenge in itself for t
“Just emerging from the throes of near
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of this reason, has few accepted ethi
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Kashmir are a grim reminder that if the
it with me, they can do it with you
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and concemed citizens.
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justice and recognise the important role]
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