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Y nspired by Genersl Musharrai™s visit to
sl the Siaff College in Guetta, on the eve of
tee @ its centenary celebrations early this
o el einth, Term Sehygal, In his article An In-

alitution to be proud of” (Apel 7)., recalis his
[pitrmnal experiences of the college. He con-
(iilticles thias: “Produciig an obtstanding lot of

officers. for the Army and the natlon over the

years, Uds i on inestibutbon ot the entire na-

71 cn certainly be protd of”

grf Mr Sehgnal admits he has dmwn from his
palubdliood memories of the college. In the eardy
ajpbfties, b tived wikh his parents on iis campus,
e memories of glittering medalliops, cere-

moniid dresses, colourful ribbons, shining
phrss, polished shoes, turbaned orderlles,
pervile batmen, spear-wislding doormen, high
LJpeilinggs, antique chandeliers, classic pctures
_aandd period luniture, relnfoneed by the beating
ppipl s, e wownds of bugles and sirens, the
v._m“_:_:: of ponies and unfurling of flags are
pdeeply impeinbed on his mind
i Bt beass and hood, sound and fury, form
aind formality and pomp alone do not make in-
o ptilutions worthy of pride
o For an institution o be wruly proud of, it
Lt poischace individinds that a nation can be

proad of. A mstion &s proud of individusts who
ol i people with thitr dreauns, not those who
yifiream of foisting themselves on the people
s spollingt thedr dreuns; thdividuals who in-
.fipire respect and loyalty, not demand it The

quality of its product. is what distinguishes a
_uﬂ.ﬁh inestitulion. (rom an ondinary one. i poo-
ebuces individuals whom people veirmn to fillos

‘An institution to be proud of’ -

nob want (o chase out.

This is not to say that the Stall College has
nit produced bright and brilliant officers who
have made great sacrifices in the defence of the
courtry. |n this, the names of so many st
ous olficers come to mind that to mention just
one or two would be to be unfuir to so many
more. The nation not only values their sacri-
fices but, a8 a token of its pricde, has honoured
them as weil

But honours and aecoldes bestowd have
niol stopped some individuals fram becaming
dizzy with power and pelf. The true worth of an
institution, therefore, les not in merely im-
parting training to produce professionally ¢om-
petent officers but in how jts whumni retum the
honotirs o i nation, which it gave them [n the
st place,

How often and how many of them lell vie-
tim o U dizziness of helght, honours and ac-
colades? How many were able to keep their
{iet firmnly planted on the ground? And this has
& Jot to do with the quality of education they
were given af the (nstitution.

That is the question which the Sudf Colloge
or, for that maiter, all military tradning Inatith-
tots Mave Lo answer to become “the nation’s
pride.” It is & question that has begged an an-
swor-ever since the Quald-e-Azam first rajsed
it in his address (o the officers of the college
dhiring his visit of June 14, 1948,

“In my talks with senior officers of the
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Brass and band, form and formality and pomp alone do not make
institutions worthy of pride. As to the quality of education at the Staff
College in Quetta, there's a basic question that has begged an answer
ever since it was first raised by the Quaid-e-Azam in his address to the
officers during his visit there on June 14, 1948

army, | discovered tat they did dot fully un-
derstand the implications of the oath aken by
the troops of Pakistan,” he sadd, and then
asked: “Why?™ Thie Quaid relreshod thelr mem-
‘“J_. by reading out from the prescribed oath o
Lhem,

I saléimnly affirm, in the presence of
Almighty God, that 1 owe allegianee to the Con-
atitution and (e Dominion of Pakistan,” the
Quanid read from the path. He then ralsed his
forefinger, and in a volee stirring with convic-
thon, sudd, *Mark the words Constitution and
the government of the Dominion of Pakistan,®

Thitre was i prolonged « anl o deaf-
ening silence. The Quaid then resumed and
asked them Lo study the constitution, which
was in foree in Pakistan at the time and un-
derstand its true constitutional and legal im-
plications, Remember, he said in a tone asifto
warmn, “the executive authority fows from the
head of the government, and therefore any
comimant or orders that may come Lo vou cin

not come without the sanction of the Execu-
tve Head "

Clearly, the Quald was pointing townrds a
funcharmental Maw in the “military education par
excellence” imparted at the Stall College, as
thiy sy, indesd ot all milltary training instit-
ﬁ_ﬂ:nsﬁiﬁnﬁﬂi_ﬂn!?ﬁa!&

General Musharraf's visit to the college
early this month has only served to highlight
the question the Quald had ralsed

In 1948, the Quadd made it a polnt to wam
officers against indulging in politica. In 2005
General Musharraf made it a point to reassure
them that what they were doing was not poll-
tics, bt professional soldiering pure and sim-
ple. | am sure there was no expression of dis-
belief on the faces of the officers when
General Musharral denfed that the army was
in politics. What else s a headlong fall if not
What “education par excellence” is being
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imparted to officers at the college when a pres-
ident n uniform teaches those receiving the ed-
ueation there to believe that he is merely army
chief, and not doing any polities? One day the |
army chilef, dressed In buttle fatigue and don-:
ning a tribal turban, enters the venue to ad-|
dress a political EE&ME:F:._ by a political
party, in the probection of military comirandos.
The pext day be claims in the college that the|
armmy is pot invalved in polities, but enly In pro-
fessional soldiering, |
Every member of the armed forces takes an |
cath under the Constitution, The oath reads: |
*L... do solemnly swear thit 1 will bear true _“
fuith and alloglance to Pakdstan and uphold the |
Constitution of the Islamie Republic of Pak- |
istan, which embodies the will of the people;
that I will not en in sy political activity
whalsoever, and

or Alr Force | as required by and under the law:

May Allah Alimighty help and guide me. Ameen” |

When the officers are taught that whit the

senfors are doing Is not inconsistent with [ will |
not engage in any political activity whatsoever,” |
what are they taught to do when they climb up |

the ladder? Should the nution be proud of it71
do mot know: [ really do not want to know.

The writer, a Senntor helonging to the
Pakistan People’s Party, i a member of the
Defence Committee of the Upper House

1 will hsnestly and fadth- |
fully serve Pukistan n the Pakdstan Army [Navy |
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