F—16_s _for the subcontinent

THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE US
governmen that it hed cleared the sale of
around 26 F-168 1o Pakistan, with more
possibly 1o follow, wos greeted, trise 1o the
scripl, in oppisile ways in Islamabad and
New: Delhi. Pakistan saw it as a vindication
oFits long-standing opposition 1o the sang-
tions regime fmposed on it by Washington N
since the 1990 Pressler Amendment i
becauve of its coverl nuchear prigrimme, 'g
India on (e other hand expressed its “great Q\
digippointment™ with the decision, in Hne

with’ s long-stunding opposition 1o any

Air Force, slong the lines of whatit did for
the UAE fleer. The manufscturer cluims
these upgradedd E-16s would be superor 1o
any existing fighters in service the world
‘}‘ over. Washington muy also allow the sale
of an entire arry of weapons platforms
N ¢ mounted on these F-1te, mncluding vistnl
%) range air-to-air missiles and 100 kilormetre

\ standoll ground turgeting missiles
O The simulimneous sale of advanced
D fighters o both Pakistan and Indin signals
recognition by Washington thi its sanc-
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major military sales to Pakistan
Pukistan hos been af paing 1o chamg-
terise Indin's objections as unjustified, |t
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tions policy in' view of the nuelear
weapons programmes of the two couti-
tries has: been overtuken by evonts, This
has cleared the way for the US 1o offer o

hlp-'lu{::r: ‘1"'.“”" h;wula;inns h‘;m bny ‘deal’ The leading role of the resurTection uE :-I_'l:'u'ifiun nnn&,:f:ml pm-.-]v:
with Washungton o either baner away ils s . . cooperation tov Indin, suspe Hlnte the
nuclear weapons capability or & quid pro military-industrial complex 1974 nuclear test, After the nuclear tests
un 10 help Washington in 'rm]nnti-nul:lr.u as the engine of the US &]r Fh Imilsu ll'1!'ll-1 Pukistan irlLr:IWI'EL
progrmme eampaigh against Tran YL ashington has by now recognised the
The US has attetrpted to swesten the economy has been reality of both subcontinental countries
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bttt pill for India by mooling its desire
to promote Indla as a major world poser
with an eye to matching the growing ecos
nomie and miliwry might of Cling, and
through the offer of stte-of-the-an F-16s
and evien F-18s to Indin, with 18 aircrafi 1o
be immedintely delivered, and another 108

documented extensively over
the years. The US therefore
sees the F-16 deals as a
win-win plan all the way

being in posseusion of nuclear weapons,
with hardly any chance of oliher rofling
back its programme, Becoming 4 major
weapons supplier 1o both Pakistun and
Indin will incrense Washington s levernge
with both, belp it strengthen the role it
has been playing to persunde both coun-

1 be dssembled in Indin via a technology
transfer sgrecment,

After the initial reservations of the Indian Air Force conceming
the pessibility of buying F-16s from the US, the ladian govETTEmIEN
seems 1o have reconsidensd fts position on taking up Lockheed
Mantin's (the manufacturer of the F-16) offer Indion Air
Foree's reservitions centred on Washington's unreliability s a sup-
plier (the Pakistan cxample being a case in point], and the consid-
erable effont required 1o shifi from lamely Soviet-era Russisn tech-
nlogy 111 %“E US package. However, the Ic“f-fd to modernise India’s
largel i vintage Sovictcrs MiG flect (with a smatiermng of
Frﬁm{lhﬁmgeslhrm in} hes persunded New Delhi that of all the
options availsble (Russia, France, other European suppliers), on
balance the American deal offers the grestest advantages.

After all, in recent years India has openad the doors 1o arms
supplics from the US and fsrael, Tts burgeoning WIS BCquisi-
tion. progmmme has increased pressure on Pakistan to mointain
some semblance of conventional military balance, the puclear
detertence theory nolwithstnding, The idea of baying - the
American plancs has been made more attmctive by Lockheed
Martin’s offer to build ‘exclusive” F-16 warplanes for the Indian

tries to turn from conflice and 1ension 1o

ace and normalisation. This i a boon to Lockheed Martin's

}:ctmn in particular, and the American military-industrinl

compiex in general, The leading role of this military-indusirial

complex as the engine of the US economy has been document-

ed extensively over the years. The US therefore sees the F-16
deals &5 a win-win for it alf the way.

Whether it is a win-win or lose-lose for the poar people of
the sabcontinent remains a moot point. There is no denying thit
the deals imply a diversion of scarce resources from the welfare
of the people to expensive military toys in the name of main-
tining the conventions] military balimce (which is by now
clearty an imbalunce in India’s favour),

Even more worrying, the quantum and details of what is on
offer for Pakistan and India sugsests that India will definitely be
boosted by the US w become & “major world power” and
Pakistan may well be left dangling as usual as an increasingly
dependent *minor ally” of Washington,

The writer, currently a freelance contributor, has held edi-
forial positons in various Pakistani MEWSHARErS



