By the way
Hafizur Rahman

& strong case for what can be

lotsely termed w people's army

in Pakistan, Since the letter-
writer's thoughts correspond with my
il obi the sulject, ' thought T too should
faye iy sy But bhefore that, & digression
o vent my spleen against those who he
Jitthe sacred mstitutions. We have a pen-
drhant to seorn great ideas, noble con-
‘it ool inspining events:

Wi give the sacred name of ‘fihad ' to
any worldly campalgn, Politicians trivel-
ding in buses from Lahare to Iskamabed to
protest something are described as being
on o lang mareh’. In the dicthonary of our
politics, going withuout food and drink for
phree hoties in front of the National As-
Sembly is called 3 Tunger strike’. Three
fruly greal concepts reduced to ashes by
our sl minds, | do not count the idea
of & people's army as sacred but it cer-
feinly is impostant, and six vears agn, it
s mentioned for five minutés as cas-
ally as if one was talking about the
wipther

My serapbook tells me that PM Nawaz
Shanl's partlamentary secretary for edu-
ation Lold Uw National Assemibly, out of
the hiug, that (o strengthen the country's
Hefence, the government would - encour-
age military training in schools and col-
leges and éreate a people's army. I am
sure T didn't know what a people's army
s, | sy this because there was no elab-
prution, nothing o indicste that the cabi-
1jet hael been considering the mattor aftor
fuargil, o some introduction. No opposi-
thon member asked him if he knew what
e was talking about,

.y For all we know, the parliamentary
geuretary, Uh. Arshad, may have been an
gx-army mun and may have studied the
twiy conlemporary models of people's
prmiy—in Isrzel and China - and was ro-
ally qualified to speak on the subject. On
the other hand, he may not have been
ahle 1o tell an army soldier from a naval
Jetban. because our politicians are not
feen on aequiring general knowledge, ex-
Hept o know everything about a senior
reniral's family ind ackground, which
i their version of general knowledge.
o1 inee thi pariamentary socretary also
ke nheret imparting military training in
sehowls and colleges and about hiring re-
fjred army officers for the purpose, one is

&

g regont letter W ithe editor makes

A people’s

Justified in asking why the excellent
scheme of National Cadet, Corps in foree
in boys and girls colleges around the
coiiniry, s being wound up, as reported
in the press some time ago, The report
was not contradieted, but 1 hope it is not
e,
1 have always been a strong votary of
universal military training for young men
of 3 particular age group. Of course, it
will not be really universal, and vour sons
and my sons will be drafted while people
with influence and clout will send their
offspring to London on medical grounds
to escape the impositicn. Paradoxdeally,
micst of these fond fathers will be senior
military officers, Bul even after making
allowanes: for rich malingerers and VIPs'
soms. with “weak constitutions,” the
scheme would help build up an effective
back-up foree which could be called upon
1o supplement the defence forees in times
of emergency, That would really be a peo-
ple's army;
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What these young men
sorely need is a drill
parade at dawn in winter
in shorts and singlets to
teach them at least some
hard facts of life

We are at pains to remind the world
(and especially India) of our great martial
traditions, but T would like to see how
most of us with sons react to the scheme.
Asiit is, the army, the navy and the air
foree are no longer the high prionty ca-
reers for young men or their doting par-
erils, otherwise why should & Prime Min-
ister's ADC (who also became his
son-in-law) and the raptain son of 4 fed-
eral minister (himself o rotired lewtonant
general) suceessfully wangle absorption
in the DMG and become the envy of other
officers in the army? These two induc-
tions also Look place in Mian Nawaz
Sharif s time,

Nothing could be better than n}lhtmulr
training for young men, especially for
m:}gﬂm well-to-do whio, before the ful-
filment of their desive to enter a superior
civil service or afnrm,mahum
aimlessly firng their ' weapons m
the air and pinching other people’s mo-
torcars for fun, mobile phones ghied to
their ears, What they sorely need is a drill

parade at dawn in winter in shorts and
singlets to teach them some hard facts of
life.

Whether the concept of a people’s
army materialises through conseription
and military service for everyone or
through some other means, the armed
forces are the best judge, becanse in the
final analysis, it is they who have to im-
plement any such scheme, Even if the
Plan adopted is not ambitious and only in-
volves military training in schools and
colleges, it is the army that has to draw
up the bluepring and not the education au-
thorities.

So why did that pardiamentary secre-
tary for education have to spring & sur-
prise on the National Assembly six years
ago by uttering just five words preceded
by nothing and followed by nothing? Not
that anyone was moved or excited by the
idea. The NA has an infinite capacity to
uperite as a house of the dead except for
political fireworks

Let me add though that the proposal
is basically sound. It will give the people
of Pakistan an opportunity to show that
they really are the descendents of martial
races, It may also give a fillip to the spir-
its of the myjahideen across the Line of
Contral. 1 know, I know, it is no longer the
fashion to talk about hostilities with India,
but frankly I do not believe that it has any
intention of doing anything worthwhile
about Kashmir The Hurryat Conference
ernment, which is out to portry itself as
a peace-loving entity even if it has to shed
its sixty-year-old principles.

So even if we don't ever cross the
Line of Control, m: mujahideen !rdig
keep on needling the Indian army insi
occupied Kashmir, and India is sure to lay
the blame for this at Pakistan's door and |
threaten reprisals, This means that, de-
spite all the hoax calls about amity and
understanding, the country may con-
stanily be in a state of alert in the com-
ing days. A people's army, or whatever
name you may give it, will be helpful in
making the public militarlly conscious,
enabling it to play 2 useful role in its own
defence,

Besides, it may help to do what po-
litical parties have not been able to
achieve ever since the birth of Pakistan
— bring about & modicum of diseipline
i the lives of the people through their
close association with the armed forces,
Though I have my doubts if the top
birass of our highly professional army is
going to like this idea of people infil-
trating into is domain.




