Gwadar’s strategic

importance .

T {s not the commereial impor-

tance of Gwadar harbonr and the

veritalile economic bonansd asso-

ciated with ite construction on tha
confluence of Cenmal Asia, South Asis and
West Asia alome, but also its location ina
egion of immense geopolitical importance
hat has attracted China to invest in itina
gy,

Gwadar is strategically located on the
rgstern =nd of Balochistan coast, on the
pposite end of the Gulf of Oman and the
traits of Hormuz and an the mouth of the
ulf Tt lies just 624 nautical kms to the east

Straits of Hormuz, which is an important
ute for oil tankérs bound for Japan and
wrern countries ouf of Gulfl It is 460km
may from Karachi in the east and 120km
sy from Tranian border in the west,

When the despsea port becomes function-
. vadous plans for important cross-national
1 pipelines passing through' the province
auld furthier enhance the region’s SIrategic

lue. Chinese financial agsiztance and tech-

tal expertise would
instrumental
gughout the course
development of
iadar port. The

0 million package

this port is the

rgest ever offered
any country by
nn;

awadar port 1is

fortant for China

n hoth economic

| speurity point of

we Ir will e inking
western province

Xinjiang with

ikistan, It is expect-
d to become a gate-
vay port for Central

Asia and Xingjiang.

The United States considers Chinese prés-
ence in Gwadar a threat to its fleet in the
Gulf and also to the crucially important
chakepoint for the strategic oil trade to the
Far East and Europe. Besides, the U5 mili-
rary bases in the Gulf expect an interception
threat to their communications by the
Chincse from (Gwadar, It 15 worth meation-
ing here that the US has often viewed the
growth of Smo-Pakistan strategic ties with
suspicion.

America and Chinag have been, in a'sense,
in a state of cold war since the collapse of
the former Soviet Union. After the Sino-
Soviet sirategic consensus; the TS has-been
uithapps-over-the rapidly growing power
and influence of China in-Asia,

America’s strategic advance into
Afghanistan and then Irag and stationing of
US troops in Pakistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Irsq, it is believed, are also
mimad ar containing China in Central Asia
and the Gulf,

Conventional thinking about a possible
confrontation between the US and China
assumes that the geography of conflict will
be off China's coast. In his book, *The New
Great Game-RBlood & 0il in Central Asia®,
the weteran war correspondent Lutz
Eleveman makes an intriguing argument

——

By Syed Fazl-e-Haider

that the primary challenpge to US power in
the region will in fact come from China's
hinteriand province of Xingjiang over the
resources of the energy-rich Caspian Sea
and the surrounding Central Asian
rapuhlics.

Kleveman contends that the “New Great
Game"” playvers are Russia, the United
States, China, Iran, India and Pakistan, The
prize this fime is control of thie oil and gas
reserves and the pipelines that will trans-
port the product to the market. The various
endpaints for these pipelines include
Turkey, Russia, Iran, Pakistan, and China,
Thi vital sea-lanes, particularly for shipping

ail from the region to the outside world, pass.

by Gwadar. In fact, it would be the terminus
of gas pipelines reaching from Daulatabad’s
fields in Turkmenistan or Pars fields in Iran,

Internally, China perceives a security
threat from the separatist tendencies wit-
nessed among dominant Uighur Muslim pop-
ulation in Xingjiang. Betjing is in fact work-
ing on @ strategy, ds part of its appedsement

Gwadar is strategically located on the western end of
Balochistan coast, on the opposite end of the Gulf of Oman
and the Straits of Hormuz and on the mouth of the Guif. It lies
just 624 nautical kms to the east of Straits of Hormuz, which
is an important route for oil tankers bound for Japan and
western countries out of the Gulf. When the deep-sea port
becomes functional, vaious plans for important cross-national
oil pipelines passing through the province would further
enhance the region’s strategic value. Chinese financial
assistance and technical expertise would be instrumental
throughout the course of development of the port.

policy toward Xingjiang, 1o open up-and put
the troubled region on a fast rack develop-
ment in order to bring to an end current
frustration and a sense of deprivation and
alienation emeong Uighur Muslims.

The Xinjiang autonomous Tegion, a
Muslim majority province, is located in the
northwest of the country, covering an area
of 1.6 million square kilometers, and having
a population of 1846 million. It is one of the
least developed regions in western China, At
present, the Chinese authorities are taking
various measures to suppress and control
the extremist eléements in Xingjiang to
speed np the development process:. In the

crackdowns launched-during-the past ten-

vears, the security agencies have detained a
large number of people for planning and
engineering terrorist acts and subversive
activities in the region,

China launched its new ecconomic plan
aimed at rapid development of its western
province in 2002 consisting of 50 new proj-
ects. The plan also included a package of
incentives for foreign investors, China will
reportedly spend 590 billion for speedy
development of its western regions in next
10} to 15 vears.

About 5200 billion had already been
loaned to western regions including
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Kingjiang for infrastructure development.

Ching recently sighed 8 contract with
neighbouring Tajikistan to apen the first
cross-border bus service. It will make
Tajikistan the fifth country to have cross-
border exit and entry transport with the
antanomous region, wgether with Pakistan,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The operation
of the bus line will po-a long way in linking
Xinjiang and other parts of China with
Central Asian countries.

The southern tp of Xinjiang i3 far away
(4,500 kms) to the eastern coast of China
whergas it is only 2,500 kms from Gwadar
port in Balochistan. From another point of
view, the development of Gwadar Ssaport
simultaneously reflects the China’s policy of
appeasement toward Xingjiang's masses and
that of containment against the separatists
in that region.

Proximity of Xinjiang to Gwadar also
makes it feasible and cost-effective for
China to carry out trade through this port
which is clode to the Gulf, Central Asia,
Furope and Africa.
China wants o con-
yert Its western
region into a hub of
economic and com-
mercial activities.
China’s EasreT
seaboard ports are
3,500 kilometers away
from Kashgar, west:
ern China’s main city
whereas-the distance
from Kashgar to the
Pakistani coastal
town of Gwadar or
Halochistan coast
is only 1,500 kilome
ters. Given this fact
there is-an obyiou:
huge cost advantag:
for China o s
Gwadar as the gateway port for its wester
rEEinn,

China is likely ro finance a highway-linl
from Gwadar to the central Balochista
town of Khurdar, on the RCD Highway con
necting Karachi and Quetta

Similariv, the upgrading of the existin;
road-link connecting Quetta to the Indu
Highway via Lovalai and Dera Ghazi Khar
iz under consideration of Islamabad an
Beijing.

Under a memorandum of understandin,
{(MOU) signed by the two countries, Chin.
will build a 90-kilometre highwaylink cor
necting the Chinese side of the Karakorar
Highway o theRussinn:huilt highwiy net
work that alreddy connects all the fiv
Central Asian Republics {CARs). Thi
regional highway network will directly b
linking Gwadar to Xingjiang and the lant
locked CARs:

Since outflow of goods from wester
China and Central Asia reaching Gwada
will pass through this overland trade route
Pakistan could carn milbions of dollars
vear in terms of port and cargo-handlin
charges and also as freight charges o
import cargoes and export goods of th
CARs and western China toffrom Givadar fi
shipment to world markers, 8




