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India-Pakistan military
imbalance

THE presence of a high-
level American military dele-
gation in Pakistan has coin.
cided with a thought-provok-
ing report by a US think-
tank. Prepared by the US
National Intelligence Coun-
cil, which is affiliated with
the CIA, the report warnsof a
possible nuclear conflict in
the subcontinent if the cur.
rent  {mbalance berween
Pakistan and India in conven-
tional arms continues. Beca-
use of this imbalance and
Pakistan's lack of strategic
depth, the report WAmns,
Lslamabad was “pulling
ahead in terms of nuclear
capable systems™. The coun-
¢il, which reports directly to
the CIA, claims that Pakistan
could use its nuclear option if
it ever felt it could lose a con-
ventiotial war. In his Friday's
meeting with the American
delegation, led by Under-
Secretary for Defence Doug-
las J, Feith, President Perver
Musharraf made no refer-
ence to the nuclear question;
all he said was that the US
irmé aid to Pakistan wis crit-
ical for maintaining military
balance in the region.

At the Camp David summit
meeting between Presidents
Musharrafl and George Bush,
the US agreed to a three-bil-
lion-dollar economic and mili-
tary package to Pakistan.
Some military sales flems —
eight Orion  surveillance
planes, 2,000 anti-armour mis-
siles and six systems for the
nayy — have beeqg
in principle. But a ot rematins
to be done given the yawning
gaps in Pakistan's wital
defence needs, especally
those concerning air power.
Palistan feels concerned
over the situation because, in
spite of the current normal
ization process, India has
made a massive increase in jts
military ‘budger for the cur
rent year, Until 1997, its milj-
tary spending generally had a
singledigit  growth. For
instance, the 199697 budget
provided for an increase of
9.68 per cent over that of the
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the subsequent years up 1o
20012002,  the annual
increases were by 1957;
13.10; 17.98; 1570 and 1384
per cent. The BJP-led povern-

ment raised the defence def

budget for 200203 by
Rs650,000 million as against

Rs620,000 million in the pre-
vious year, What is surpris-
ing, however, is the biggest-
ever allocation of Rs770.000
million in India’s defence out-
liry for 2004-05 by the present
povernment headed by an
economist like Mr Manmohan
Singh. The increase of
Rs117,000 million over the
Rs053,000 million allocated
by the Vajpayee government
for the previous year mean a
27 per cent rise. This is
reflected in India’s military
expansion programme, which
includes purchasing 125
Mirage jets from France, 65
Hawks from Britain, an air-
craftcarder from Russia,
three Phalcon airborne early
warning systems from Israel,
and six submarines from
France, besides plans to pur-
chase more tanks and increas
ing the infantry’s fire power,
Pakistan is in no position to
join this arms= race, As
agamst India’s Rs770,000 mil-
lion, Pakistan’s defence bud-
get for 2004-05 is Rs193,920
million. India alse has the
advantage of having a more
varied source of arms
chases. Pakistan's defence
cstablishment has always
been  American-oriented,
besides modest purchases
from China. Since all aid
from America was cut off in
1990 because of the Pressler
Amendment, Islamabad
coudd not meet some of jrg
vital defence needs, It is in
the air force especially thar
there is a big gap, and there
is no sign ver that the F-165
will be made available,
Against this background, it
will be in the interest of
peace and stability in the
subcontinent if the imbal
ance in the conventonal
arms is -at least partly
reduced. Mercifully, Palds-
tan and India are engaged in
4 very promising peace dia-
logue. The confidence-build.
ing measures taken by the
two sides have changed
South Asia’s geopolitical cli-
mate and infused a sense of

its le
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the world at large have
backed this detente, One
hopes Washington realizes
that meeting Pakistan's
urgent and long over-due
ence needs do not in any
way detract it from the cur.
TNt peace process.




