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AFTER the IAEA
brought to the govern-
ment’s attention refer-
ences in documents hand-
ed over by Iran and Libya
about alleged transfer of
nuclear technology to
them from Pakistan in the
past decades, the
President of Pakistan had
a challenging responsibili-
ty to carry out a probe that
was credible, and interna-
tionally acceptable.

The debriefing of the scientists,
including Dr. Abdul Qadeer
Ehan, the “father of Paldstan's
atomic bomb™ caused wide-
spread anguish since he is
revered as a hero who played a
key role in developing nuclear
deterrence against the threat
perceived from India,

The past few days have wit
nessed  dramatic developments,
with Dr. Khan admitting

outlook

nuclear poals of India, which had
started its nuclear programme in
1946, and Pakistan. Indis under
Nehrn aspired w0 the rmole of a
great power, and its development
of nuclear capability was smamus-
oriented, to bring India at par
with the worlds great powers.
Pakistan did not get round to
establishing an atomic energy
commission dll 1957, with the
intention of harmessing muclear
techuology for peaceful purpases,
Pakistan cooperated closely with
IAFA, and when it set up a
research resctor at Nilore, and
later the muclear power plant at
Karachi in 1565, they were placed
under [AEA safegunrds.

It ‘'was only after Indis detp-
nated a puclear device in 1974,
that Pakistan felt obliged to
begin & programme of nuclear
deterrence since its relations
with a much larger Indis were
far from friendly, due mainly to
the Kashmir dispute. The two
countries had fought three wars

over, the US again imposed
sanctions on Palkistan over irs
nuclear programme. When the
BIP govermment in India carried
out nuclesr tests in May 1998, it
adopted a threatening attimde
towards Pakistan, tll the latter
also carried out tests two weeks
later.

The major powers were con-
cerned over the entry of two new
countries inte the nuclear club.
The US, in pardcular, which is
the sole superpower since 1990,
sent a high-powered delegation
to Indin ‘and Pakistan, 1o per-
suade them to adhere to the
CTBET and NPT. Both agreed to
measures designed to assuage
US coneerns on non-pralifers-
ton, siich a8 4 commitment not
to transfer nuclear technology to
other countries, as well a5 a
moratorivm on nuclear tests.

President Bush has followed a
policy over nuclear weapans that
iz designed to aoguire roral glob-
al hegemony, The concept of
Balliszic Missile Defence

personal responsibility for
passing nuclear know-how
to Iram, Libva and North
Foréa. Though he stated
that he had ‘acted in good
faith' his assumption of
personal  responsibility
helped clear the govern-
ment of official involve
ment. The President was
able to personally reassure
the international commu-
nmity that Pakistan had
never officially followed a
policy of sharing nuclear
technology  with other
countries; as it had consis-
tently supported the goals
of non-proliferation:

Many feel that this con-
fession was yet another act
of service and sacrifice for
the nation, since Dr Khan
could not have acted with-
out some involvement of
other persons, holding high
office, The current sce-

1974

wars tll

It was only after India deto-
nated a nuclear device in
Pakistan felt
obliged to begin a pro-
gramme of nuclear deter-
rence since its relations with
a much larger India were far
from friendly, due mainly to
the Kashmir dispute. The two
countries had fought three
and India’s
hostility to the very existence
of Pakistan as a sovereign
country was evident from the
Indian role in the separation

that

1971,

announced on May 1, 2001,
was immediately support-
ed by India, which hias also
embraced the concepr o
achieve regional hegemo-
ny. It may be recalled tha
close cooperation has
developed berween India
and Israel, both of which
IS TOW SiTAtegic partners
of the US,

Since the events of 911,
Bush iz heading & war
dgainst terror.  Pakistan
has become an imporiant
ally of the US in its region.
However, the “war against
terror™ 1 targeting manhy
Muslim countries. Though
the war on Irag was justi-
fied primarily on the hass
of the threat from
wedpaons of mass desor
tion, no such weapons hay
been found: As Paldstan is
the only Muoshim countre
having nuclear capahility,



