~~Defence coope
between India and the US

ince the end of cold war many coun-

tries have redefined thelr relation-
shipsafter reassessing their positions

in a vastly changed world system. It

15 treer in the case of growing relations he-
tween India and the United States than any
other two countries in our region. In a major
shiffin its policy after the fall of commumnism,
Dilhi began to make overtures toward Wash-
ingon &s a poiential parmer for managing re-
~gignal security. Washington was equally
exer Lo develop close relations with India in
ti larger context of its'Indian 'Ocean strat-

Asthe cold war barriers fell down and the
il structure of relations began to give wary
' 0 new ones, India and the US found too
- mich common ground to act together on
-mumber-of important issues, No longer was
American pollcy in South Asia centred on
strategic ties with Paldstan, because the So-
viet threat, the context within which that al-
fiance had developed was gone. It was an old
fesire on the part of US policy makers to
wring India into their strategic ambit but
Jwweaharlal Nehru's vision of a neutral India
playing an independent role in word affairs

revented that from happening.  Since
fiehru's India was not avellable, Pakistan was
lisecond best bet in the American strategy of
sontaining communism and countering the
“iviet threat in the North-West Asia.

For the past ten years, Indla and the
lited States have moved closer to each
wer for number of reasons. The United
dites regards India gs very important coun-
iy for its large size and population, its Hindu
Cevilisation that fascinates large number of
sxnolars and researchers, secularism and a

mctioning democracy in such a vast and plo-
third world society. All these fartors add
India's prestige, influence and credentials
i & strategic partner of the United States, It
Eeds to be mentioned that even during the
tid war, the United States and other Western
Epiwers didn't leave India out of their devel-
opmental programmes and kept assisting it in
tany diverse areas, They began to undoer-
s, tolerate and accept India’s pro-Moscow
el policy and didn't make a big issue out
ol that. What | am suggesting here is that
characteristics of a country, what is it and
where it is really mitter in its world standing,
dia does have many of those qualities,

American partnership with Indis has been
Eanped also by the big size of Indian market,
economic reforms and growth of its economy
that appears to be impressive during the past
decade. American investments in India, trade
and transfers of technology have Sigmificantly
mcreased, Besides eeonomic factors, seou-
rity and strategle imperatives have also nflo-
enced development of their ties, which by any
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standard are multi-faceted. The US policy
recognises the role of the regional powers
and attaches tremendous importance to what
they can do to advance American interests or
pursue policies that run parallel to theirs, In
the posi-nine-eleven world, countering and
fighting terrorism is one of their shared in-
terests. Like many other countries in the re-
gion, India no longer makes noises about 115
naval presence in the Indian Ocean, ‘Rather
it has pushed pragmatism 1o the extreme end
and has been trying to seck strategic part-

American partnership with
India has been shaped also by
the big size of Indian market,
economic reforms and growth of
its economy that appears to be
impressive during the past
decade. American investments
in India, trade and transfers of
technology have significantly
increased. Besides economic
factors, security and strategic
imperatives have also
influenced development of their
ties, which by any standard are
multi-faceted

y

nership with the US in the Indian Ocean and
bevond to its hinterland. That t= big change
from Its policy of opposing external powers'
presence there. No state, however ean be
held for inconsistency or on the ground of im-
morality because all what they do s primar-
ily driven by national interests, and they
change with the changes in the world envi-
ronment. Only deft and skilful statesmen and
diplomats can recognise which way the wind
is blow and they quickly readjust their poll-
cies. India has done that in & remarkable way
in making transition from Moscow’s closest
partner to that of emerging ally of the United
Slates,

India has strong interest in aeceasing
American market for its goods and transfer of
dual-use technologies. Just this week
Indo-U5 defence group met in Washington

WW
ration

to examine India’s request for acquiring so-
phisticated technologies and weapons sys-
Lems.

Transfer of technologies 15 the most im-
porttant aspect of Indo-US defence coopera-
tion. India was the first country out of NATO
members that was allowed the purchase of
supercomputers. The relationship in this area
was disrupted by the Indian nuclear tests in
May LO9E, but it seems it is being revived.
The vther component is sale of weapons sys-
tem. India has not achieved any major break-

through directly, but many of the systems de- |

veloped by the American defence industry
funded by the US Defence Department and
co-produced by Israel have been transferred
to India. There is a long list items that India
is buying from Israel with American assent
and the ftems are lkely W grow, as [srael be-
comes one of the biggest suppliers of defence
hardware for Indian forces.

There are wide-ranging military pro-
grammes between India and the United States
essentally in the fields of training and con-
ducting joint exercises, Last year, India and
U5 revived their joint exercises programmes
involving all the three forces. They have
planned similar exercises for the coming year
Those familiar with joint exercises will never
regard them as merely symbolie; ves they
could be regarded as such if they were ocee-
sional or limited to few surface ships, fighter
plans and ground troops. Since 1952, India
and the US have held four major naval exer-
cises thal included a variety of ships, sub-
marines and interestingly P3C alreraft on the
American side that Pakistan Navy had, There
couldn’t better opportunity for the Indian
Navy 1o familiarise itself with a weapon sys-
tem that its adversary had. India recipro-
cated by bringing in Kilo-class submarines in
the 1995 exercises that the Tranian Navy has
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ta give a fair idea to the Americans about | |

their strengths and weaknesses,
There could be serious implications for
Pakistan’s security, and perhaps that of China
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and other countries in the region as well if | |
some new polarisation, looks untikels; devel- | -

ops between China and the United States,
Some policy hawks in the US would like to

see Indiz as & counterweight to China, if not :

for now, perhaps in the future, One thing is
clear, keeping parity between Pakistan and
India is not an American policy, and fn my
view never was it. Washingion has very care-
Tully worded its new policy by saying its rela-
tinns with India will be independent of rela-
tions with Pakistan. Similarly, it would shape
its relations with Pakdstan without any preju-
dice to its ties with India. Sounds fine, but
ground realities are very different. Just
think of F-16 issue and you will have a clear

pers.pecﬁve.
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