he factory at
Eamrahas
a sizeable

Chinese partici-
pation which can
overhaul the Chi-
nese F-6 aircraft
and has success-
fully manufactured
hundreds of 1140 litre
drop tanks and thousands ofline items
of spare parts.

.ﬂﬁ._ factory is continuing to expand
its facilities and take in its fold the
rebuild and overhaul of FT-6, FI-5
and A-5 I Aircraft. The much talked
about K-8 Jet Trainer is also manufac-
tured or rather co-produced in Kamra,

The agency which has pravided the
knowhow about this aircraft is China
Mational Aerotechnology Import &
Export Corporation. K-8 is in fact a
typical US-China-Pakistan collabora-
tion effort. In 1994 the Clinton Ad-
ministration allowed the sale of Al-
lied Signal Garret gas turbines to
China to go forward and as of early
1995 some 33 engines had been lrans-
ferred, These engines are intended to
power the K-8 training aircraft which
China is developing jointly with Paki-
stan at Kamza, \

Allied Signal declared its desine to
sell the manufacturing technology for
the engines to China (which in fact
has a spin. off in the manufactire of
Cruise missiles),

-_.”.mm.-l e % T

Al least 4, J-6/]]6, F-6,/FT6 and 2
squadrons of ]-7 (F-7P) i:e. a sizeable
part of the Fighter Squadrons(60 per-

cent) are of Chinese origin in the Paki-
stan Air Force. Hence the rationale of
the establishment of PAC Kamra as
back up outfit, like HIT,

Pakistan has remained terrestrial
and not much aquatic and its Navy is
the smallest of all the arms; just 22000
hands and no more. The Chinese con-
tribution to it is 8 missile crafts and it
is likely that same more craft prob-
ably 4 more missile crafts/frigates
_.:.mmw be acquired from China,

e question of nucléar-cum-mis-
sile technology transier is discussed
below and there is no conclusive evi-
dence that the recent Ghauri and
Shaheen missile tests were done with
Chinese collaboration. As for Paki-
stan’s nuclear programme, it is fairly
ald Infack &

nology of enrichment is based on’gas
centrifuges’, )
[t has been reported in the Fress, of

wita - could entich uras
niumwell back in 1981 Pakistan tech-!

BY EAS BOKHARI

There is no evidence of recent
missile tests done with Chinese
collaboration.

course without much substance, that
China has provided M-6, M-9 and M-
11 shortrange tactical ballistic mis-
giles to Pakistan. Even there was a
Timestory that M-11 are being manu-
tactured somoewhere in the Margalla
Hills near lslamabad and consign-
ment of these was kept in packed
condition at Sargodha (where PAF
strike aircraft are stationed,} None of
the more reliable data books like the
Military Balance or the Sipri {Stock-
holm International Peace Research
Tristitute - Stockholm Sweden) as
corroborated this transfer of weap-
ons and technology any way,

From what has happened here re-
cently, it is quite apparent that Faki-

?g@%?z.ow

stan already has an advanced missile
technology and the M-6, M-9 and M-
11 perhaps did not serve the Pakistani

urpose for their limited range and
ﬁ?n&_u__.

China, [ suppose, sold its long-range
missiles to Saudi Arabia in one of the
bigzest arms deals in the recent years.

wE.m is an old Chinese proverb
"Don't use good steel to make nails,
don’t use good men to make soldiers”
and consequently China has been a
late entrant in the field of sophisti-
cated weaponry and perhaps not quife
comparable with US and other Euro-
mw..” arms builders. All the same, the

inese hardware is functional and
Suils us.

It is encouraging that NORINCO
which was founded in 1980 has been
continuously strengthening relations
and cooperation with other coun-
tries all over he'world, It is a major
Chinese state-run corporation
which has become a large
E__.__._....T.ﬂ.ﬂzﬂ:&nﬂﬁﬂi:ﬁﬂ?ﬁh:ﬂ«
international trade, finance, technpl-

ogy and other services,

Someof the important products and
techniologies of NORINCO include:

* Tanks and other armoured vehi-
cles,

* Field guns, anti-aircraft guns, na-
val guns and aircraft guns.

* Ammunition, fuzes and detona-
tors of all types.

¢ Several types of small arms and
their ammunition,

*Radars and Fire control systems of
sort.

* Engineer equipments and niateri-
als.

* Anti-tank missiles and weapons.

* Powders, explosives and rocket
propellants.

* Opto-electronicequipments, infra-
red and lasers. .

* And surprisingly, equipment and
materials for the police forces.

Tosumup, Chinaisone of the closet
friends of Pakistan and has helped
Pakistan in developing military po-
tential and has very considerably con-
tributed for the development of self-
sufficiency in the procurement/
manufacture ofheavier weapons, HIT
POFs Wah and Kamra are the shining
examples of Chinese sponso E_.._.Fw._.
cooperation and assistance in the field
of manufacture and co-production of
heavier weapons and infrastructure,
transfer of technology to Pakistan.
E-mail queries and comments to:
easbokhari@nation.com. pk




