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MANY capitals around the globe are fostering strategic partnerships with New Delhi and consider India a state at the cusp of becoming a great power. A `shining India` seems to trouble no one except Pakistan — not even China, against which it is perceived to be rising as a regional counterweight.

Since Pakistan `has to` match India on every count, what is it that Islamabad must do to contain New Delhi and stop it from permanently entering the UN Security Council? And is this competition worth contesting? The opportunity to put up a fight may be slipping out and Pakistan may become a tugboat to the giant ship in the neighbourhood lest everyone join the race that the military appears to be running alone.

An old Indian saying holds that Indians have a third eye. In a 1997 meeting Gujral told Bill Clinton that when his third eye looks at the door into the Security Council chamber it sees a little sign that reads, `only those with economic wealth or nuclear weapons allowed`. He told Clinton that it was very difficult to achieve economic wealth.

He was wrong, as the nuclear weapons test next year did not win India an entry into the elite club; but his successors are chaperoning India towards a great power status by focusing on its economic rise. Over a decade, India has steadily built economic and strategic partnerships with the West and the East. Though Pakistan was quick in matching India`s nuclear challenge, it has unfortunately lived a decade of economic and social regression.

An example of the growing Indian strategic partnerships is Manmohan Singh`s successful visit to Tokyo late last month. The India-Japan emerging strategic alignment is not merely about concluding talks on economic partnership agreement, production of minerals — called rare earth elements (REE) — and nuclear cooperation; it is also an effort to counter China`s growing influence.

Tokyo cosied up to New Delhi a decade ago due to its trade interests and it now wants to reduce its dependency on China over REE. In return Japan will upgrade India`s infrastructure technologically, besides boosting the energy and manufacturing sectors. Japan and India have territorial disputes with China and thus have increased military cooperation especially in joint naval domination of the Indian Ocean and increasing the frequency of joint exercises.

China`s rising economic and military power compels its adversaries to hedge their bets on New Delhi for numerous reasons. To the west, India is a natural ally against China because it has the potential to dominate the Indian Ocean region through one of the largest military machines, a growing nuclear weapons arsenal, the second-largest population in the world, an ostensibly stable political structure, similar cultural values and above all an emerging economy.

That said India may find it difficult to realise its big power dream unless it settles its territorial disputes, quells simmering separatist movements, ends the caste system and raises the stock of its embarrassingly impoverished majority.

If India shows promise to contain China and addresses its internal weaknesses, a West-backed alliance may ultimately allow it to become a permanent UN Security Council member and Pakistan will only be able to wish it good luck.

Though New Delhi may not be a big worry for Beijing, it is definitely a formidable challenge for Pakistan. India-Pakistan animus over Kashmir has become part of the DNA of the people of both countries. Even if Kashmir is resolved, Pakistan may not want to play a second fiddle to India. That brings up the issue of operationalising such intent. Pakistan-centric policies can pay richer dividends than India-centric policies.

A nuclear deterrent and conventional military capability are not the only guarantors of a state`s security. Germany, Japan and South Korea are considered nuclear weapons-threshold states yet they eschew nukes because the US provides them with security guarantees and they prefer security through strong economic interdependence.

China avoids a nuclear arms race and has put a rough limit of 300 nuclear weapons to deter its adversaries. Interestingly, Beijing has set no limits to `vertical economic proliferation`. China and America`s mutual economic interdependence works as a mutual deterrent; where an attempt to economically strangulate the adversary will result in mutually assured destruction. Britain is an aging pragmatic power that understands where to strike a balance in its economic and military development imperatives. In this context, a recently released government paper, entitled A Strong Britain in an Age of Uncertainty , is very educative. Pakistan can learn from these models and realise the latent potential of its 170 million people, the majority of which comprise disoriented youth.

Pakistan can retain its nukes as guarantors of external security and focus on internal stability through social change, education and economic reform. Internal stability, economic strength and even defence against external aggression are a collective social responsibility.

These miracles cannot be achieved overnight and require the shared wisdom of politicians, academics, economists, industrialists, agriculturists, entrepreneurs, the military, the powerless and the empowered.

Assuming one of these can think and decide for others in policy formulation is foolhardiness. Building nuclear weapons, which is cutting edge technology, is easier compared to bringing a social paradigm shift. Growth in education and economic sector is incomprehensible without a social transformation from a feudalistic to a truly power-sharing system.

There is no historical precedence of a successful feudalistic society. Before our inertia leaves us with no room, resources and options we must learn from and emulate former British colonies like Hong Kong, India, Malaysia and Singapore. For the sake of their own ultimate survival and for the defence of Pakistan, the elite will have to share its powerbase. A stable, more united and stronger Pakistan has to be less elitist and consequently does not have to fear the Indian `third eye`. The competition can be turned into a bloodless victory and the clock is ticking.
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