Why from America?

From the Newspaper 
(14 hours ago) Today
ONE does not have to be a John le Carré fan to realise that the world of espionage and counter-espionage has rules of its own. Governments do not share operational secrets with their electors for whose benefit agencies are supposed to conduct cloak-and-dagger operations across the globe. Pakistan is no exception to this rule. However, Pakistanis are bound to raise their eyebrows when governments and the media abroad tell us things which our administration should have had the common sense to inform us of. On Wednesday, the world came to know through a Pentagon report to Congress that Islamabad had agreed to the establishment of “a US Office of Defence Representative and Coalition presence” in Quetta. The report told the media that the office was to be set up at 12 Corps headquarters in Balochistan`s capital. The decision, the report, said had been approved “recently” by the Pakistan Army. 
Considering the fact that Pakistan is a front-line state in the war against Al Qaeda and Taliban extremists, Islamabad has to cooperate with the US-led allies to make a success of the anti-Taliban operations, which in Afghanistan are now a decade old. In Pakistan itself, there has been a surge in terrorism and a nightmarish rise in suicide bombings in the aftermath of the July 2007 crackdown on Lal Masjid in Islamabad. For that reason Pakistan has rightly considered the war on terror as its own war, incurring heavy costs in terms of men and material. However, cooperation with the allies has not been without problems and mutual suspicions. While the US has often accused Pakistan of not doing enough, especially with regard to the `safe havens` in Fata, Pakistan has been protesting against the drone attacks on its territory and voicing its concern over India`s role in Afghanistan — to which the Pentagon spokesman referred on Wednesday. We now know that Islamabad tacitly approves drone attacks on its territory while publicly protesting against them.

The Quetta office decision is bound to cause concern in Pakistan and raise serious questions about the government`s conduct of the war. Surely, the heavens would not have fallen if GHQ itself had shown some transparency in the matter instead of leaving it to the Pentagon to inform Pakistanis about it. The Americans have been talking about the `Quetta Shura` for some time. Are we to believe that the Americans are here to gather intelligence and take possible action against it? This is the impression that would be created unless Islamabad clarifies the real purpose of the American presence and so pre-empts another round of conspiracy theories.

