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eaded. Paradoxlcally, its disarray becomes
an asset. Modemn' armies, large, complex:
orgammnons that rely. onth"smudam.m_ -

blc and
npred[cmble foes ¥l g :
A gaggle of fighters armed with rudl-
tary eapons and living off the land
doesn’t need- the elaborate logistical net-
‘works  that supply and feed modern
armies; instead it exploits the vulnerability
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lites are useless
Professional soldiers are forced o dis-

‘mount from tanks and armoured personnel
carriers and to patrol the labyrinthine
streets and back alleys of teeming ;
and cities and to venture into remote
[ages ‘Cultural incompatibility also wor
against professional armies for ht
irregular forces. Not only are they
%hxmg on the terrain of another people:
They don’t understand the most. basic
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g things about the local religion, culture and

their motives, members of the p
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~state war, where the US adva
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. magic bullet. Welcome to. tl-ié;ge
war. —Courtesy The LA Times
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